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Mee Re GC } A, 


EAURING the thirty-fix hours which 
I fpent with thefe Gonaquas, I had 


time to make feveral obfervations that were 


of great ufe to me, and particularly re{pect- 


ing their language and pronunciation. I re- 
marked that they make a clapping noife 
with the tongue, like the reft of the Hotten- 
tots. ‘This clapping I fhall explain hereafter, 
and likewife the manner in which they vary 
it. Though their diale& was the fame, they 
had, however, fome terminations which nei- 
ther I nor my people could always under- 
Hand." * : ; 
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They differed from mine, in having the 
colour of their fkin darker, the nofe not fo 
flat, and a greater ftature ; in a word, by a 
nobler air and figure. ‘The portraits of Na- 
rina and a Gonaqua, faithfully copied, and 
here given, may ferve to convey an idea of 
this difference. ; 

When they accoft any one, they ftretch 
forth the hand, faying, Tabe, I falute you. 
This word and ceremony, which are employ- 
ed by the Caffres, are not ufed by the Hot- 
tentots, properly fo called, 

This affinity of cuftoms, manners, and 
even conformation; their being fo near Great 
Caffraria, and the accounts I afterwards re- 
ceived, convinced me that thefe hordes of 
Gonaquas, who equally refemble the Caffres 
and the Hottentots, muft be a mixed breed 
_produced by thefe two nations. 

The drefs of the men, arranged with more 
fymmetry, has the fame fhape as that of the 
Hottentots ; but, as the Gonaquas are a little 
taller, they make their mantles of calves in- 
ftead of theeps fkins; they are both called 
 Rrofs. Several of them wear hanging from 
their necks a bit of ivory, or very white 
theep’s ‘bone; and this contraft of the two 


ps! colours 


OE 


ie SORE Fe ee gh a 


A GONAQUA HOTTENTOT. 


ns 


“ 
7 
\ 
' 
< 
‘ 
ry 


AFR IC A. 2 


2 
colours produces a good effect, and is very 
becoming. 

When the weather is exceflively hot, the 
men lay afide every part of their drefs that is 
fuperfluous, and retain only what they name 
their jackals. This is a piece of the fkin of 
the animal fo called, with which they cover 
what nature bids them conceal, and which 
is faftened to their girdle. ‘This veil how- 
ever, negligently arranged, may be confider- 
ed as an ufelefs appendage, and 1s of very 
little fervice to their modefty. 

The women, much fonder of drefs than 
the men, employ more care in adorning their 
perfons. They wear a krofs like the latter, 
but the apron which conceals their fex is 
larger than thofe of the Hottentots. During 
the great heats, they retain only this apron, 
with a {kin which defcends, behind, from 
their girdle to the calf of the leg. 

Young girls, below the age of nine years, 
go perfectly naked; when they attain to that 
age, they wear nothing but a {mall apron. 
~T thall foon return to other peculiarities 
by which this nation are diftinguifhed, for I 


have not yet done with them, 
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4 TRAVELS IN 
At night the Hottentot whom I had fent 
along with Haabas, arrived from his horde, 
accompanied by two new Gonaquas, who 
brought me a fat ox, which their chief beg-= 
ged me to accept. Narina, putting me-in 
mind of my promifes, fent mea bafket of 
goats-milk, which fhe knew I was very fond 
of. Her fitter, when fhe-faw the prefents — 
which fhe had received, regretted much that 
fhe had not gone along with her to vifit my 
camp; and fhe ordered the two meflengers 
of Haabas, from whom I learned this intelli- 
gence, to thank me for thofe I had fent her 
by her mother. Having accepted the ox 
and the fheep which were prefented to me, 
I ordered the meffengers to be entertained 
with tobacco and brandy. One of thefe people 
refembled Narina fo much that I took him 
for her brother; but he was only her coufin. 
Features full of mildnefs, and an elegant 
figure, rendered this man one of the mofk 
beautiful favages I had ever feen. He told 
me feveral particulars refpecting the Gona- 
quas, which Haabas had not mentioned. He 
informed me that, before the war with the 
Caffres, his horde was compofed of only one 
family, of which Narina’s grandfather had 
| been 
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been the laft chief; that, at his death, it had 
remained a long time without any leader; 
but that, when the war broke out, Haabas’ 
horde, which formerly inhabited the banks 
of the river, near its mouth, had joined his, 
that they might unite their forces, in cafe 
they fhould be attacked by the common 
enemy; that the horde would not receive 
Haabas, pretending that it was at liberty to 
choofe its own chief; and that it was not juft 
that ftrangers fhould give laws toa horde which 
had readily.admitted them among them. He 
added, that there had been much quarrel- 
ling, and feveral combats, between them; 
that a good deal of blood had been fhed, 
fome favages killed, and many wounded; 
but that their common intereft having at 
length obliged them to unite againft a fud- 
den incurfion of the Caffres, the prudent 
and courageous ‘conduct of Haabas, who re- 
pelled their attack, had made him be unani- 
moufly proclaimed the chief of the two 
hordes, which by alliances, marriages, and 
good friendfhip, formed at that time only one. 

When my brandy began to operate on the 
brains of thefe two Gonaquas, they feemed 
‘to be fo fond of talking, that they could 
B 3 {carcely 
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{carcely put an end to their relations. It 
was near one in the morning when I quitted 
them, in order that I might retire to reft; 
and I recommended it to my people to imi- 
tate my example, as I intended next morn- 
ing to go on a grand excurfion, in purfuit of 
birds, and had fixed the break of day for the 
time of our departure. 

Fiaving fet out as foon as the fun appeared, 
Narina’s coufin requefted permiffion to follow 
me, as he faid it gave him great pleafure to 
fee me fire my double-barrelled fufee, which 
was a phenomenon he could not comprehend. 

I confented, therefore, and gave him my 
carabine to carry, becaufe it might happen 
that we fhould meet with large animals in 
our way. | 

It was not long before I had an opportu- 
nity of gratifying Amzroo’s * curiofity ; for 
, having got within reach of a vulture, which 
I had feen perch on the point of a rock, | 
wounded it at the firft fhot, and killed it with 
a fecond, as it was attempting to fly Ami- 
roo’s companions, when they returned to 
the horde, had told him that I could fire fe- 
veral times fucceflively; but, naturally judg- 


% Tlis was the nan.e of Narina’s coufin, 
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Ing of my arms by his own, he could not 
believe that it was poffible to wound twice 
with the fame arrow. He was therefore 
sreatly aftonifhed to hear my fecond report, 
and to fee the animal dead. He faid he ar- 
dently withed to have an inftrument lke 
mine in his poffeffion, to repel the Caffres ; 
. and he formed this wifh with fuch an air 
and tone, as made me conclude, that man, if 
he is not the ftrongeft of animals, is how- 
ever the nobleft and moft courageous. He 
afked me why the planters had not fufees of 
the fame kind; a queftion which appeared to 
be full of good fenfe, but it was impoflible 
for me to anfwer it. The planters not only 
have none in their pofleffion, but even, before 
my arrival, they had never feen any of them ; 
and on all the plantations that are at a dif- 
tance from the Cape, my fufee was confi- 
dered as a wonder and a fingular curiofity. 
In the mid{ft of our converfation, I thought 
I perceived, by Amiroo’s looks, that he ima- 
gined it poffible for me to fire as often as I 
pleafed; I was convinced of this by the em- 
barrafling queftion which he afterwards pro- 
pofed. A kite having paffed over our heads, 
I difcharged both my fhot at it; but it only 
B 4 .made 
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made a turn round, and purfued its flight. 
Amiroo, upon this, afked me why I did not 
fire until I had killed it: but I could give 
him no anfwer, except that the bird was too 
common; that I did not care for it; and that, 
befides, fo much noife might frighten others 
which I was more defirows of procuring. 
By this fhift, however-aukward, I avoided 
explaining what it was prudent for me ever 
to conceal from him; and I increafed that 
idea of fuperiority with which’a white man 
every where imprefles a favage. 

My excurfion was fufficiently fuccefsful ; 
and, among other birds, I killed a cuckow 
entirely unknown, which will form anew 
{pecies in this genus. 

Its plumage, which had Sastiele remark. 
able in it, was, throughout almoft the whole 
body, of a dark brown colour. Its fong 
confifts of feveral founds differently accented, 
and it may be heard at a great diftance. As 
it fings whole hours without interruption, it 
betrays itfelf, and directs the fowler where 
fo find it. In my ornithology I have named 
it the criard. 

I killed hkewife fome diyscagaitedys and a 
great number of touracos, of which we made 

fricaflees, 
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fricaffees, much fuperior to thofe made ‘of 
Guinea-hens or partridges with the fame 
fauce. | 

Narina’s coufin feeing me bring down all 
forts of little birds, clofe to him, with fo 
much readinefs, begzed me to lend him my 
fufee, that he might try his dexterity ; but 
it would have been bad policy in me to give 
him any inftruction on this fubje@. With-— 
out wifhing to be accounted a forcerer, I was 
defirous that he might be convinced, by his | 
Own experience, that there is a wide diffe- 
rence between a European and a Hottentot. 
Having loaded my fufee without putting 
lead into it, I fuffered him to fire as long as 
he chofe; but, having killed nothing, he 
became very impatient. Had I loaded my 
piece in the ufual manner, he would not per- 
haps have been more fuccefsful ; for, fearing 
that the priming would burn his face, he 
turned afide his head as foon as ever he pre- 
fented the piece, His aukwardnefs, how- 
ever, might have done fome execution ; and, 
on this account, I thought it beft to leave no- 
thing to chance: for it is certain that, had 
he killed only a fingle bird, my fuperiority 
would have been immediately leflened in 
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his mind, and confequently in all the horde, 
If this idea did not fecure my perfon, it at 
leaft flattered my vanity. 

As we were returning to, the camp, we | 
fell in. with a flock of bubales, at the diftance 
of two hundred paces. Having killed one 
of them with my carabine, my companion 
appeared to be very much furprifed, remem- 
bering that at the diftance of fifteen paces he 
had not been able in feveral fhots to kill even 
a {mall bird. He began to meafure the pro- 
digious diftance between us and the bubale. - 
As I obferved that he feemed to be loft in 
melancholy reflections, and to be under great 
uneafinefs, I looked at him with an air of 
affection, and gave him every confolation in 
my power.—Amiable youth, who didft not 
know how eftimable and engaging that fimpli- 
city was, which made thee appear fo little be- 
fore thy fellow-creature, long mayeft thou 
retain thy happy ignorance! May I be the 
laft ftranger who, with rath fteps, fhall dare 
to tread thy native plains ; and may thy foli- 
tude never be polluted ! | 

We covered our bubale with the branches 
of trees; and, when I returned, I {ent a horfe 
to convey it to my camp. | 


to 
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To amufe Amiroo and his companion, I 
employed the reft of the day in-fkinning my 
birds. Having invited.them to flay with me 
during the night, telling them that they 
muft next day condu& me themfelves to 
their horde, they feemed to be exceedingly 
glad; the evening was therefore {pent in 
great merriment, and we drank tea, as ufual, 
around a large fire. I ordered one of the 
fheep, which Haabas had fent, to be killed, 
upon which we made a charming fupper; and 
after our repaft amufed ourfelves with danc- 
ing and mufic: nor was the immortal lyre 
forgotten, for I had given two of them to 
my new guetts. | Having feen fome of thefe 
inftruments in the hands of thofe of their 
horde who had paid me a vifit before them, 
their reputation was fo much extolled, that 
they were impatient to have one, though they 
did not venture to afk it; I however anti- 
cipated their defire, and by this ftill added 
to the efteem and friendfhip which they en- 
tertained for me. 

When it was time.to retire to reft, I in- 
formed all my people how I intended to tra- 
vel next morning, and ordered Klaas to have 


my two horfes ready at the break of day. 
When 
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When I awoke, Amiroo’s companion had 
fet out to inform Haabas that I intended to 
pay him a vifit the fame day. , 

Whatever may be the extent of the defarts 
of Africa, we muft not form any calculations 
refpecting its population from thofe innume- 
rable {warms of blacks which are found onthe 
weft, and which border all the coafts of the 
ogean, from theCanary Ifles to the environs of 
the Cape of Good Hope. There is certainly no 
proportion to enable us to hazard even acon- 
jecture ; fince by a trade approved by a few, 
and held in deteftation by the greater num~ 
ber, the barbarous navigators of Europe have 
. induced thefe negroes, by the moft villan- 
ous attractions, to give up their prifoners, or 
thofe who are inferior to them in ftrength. 
_ As their wants increafed, they have become 
inhuman and perfidious beings; the prince 
has fold his fubje&s; the mother has fold 
her fon; and nature, as an accomplice, has 
rendered her prolific, : 

This difgufting and execrable traffic is, 
however, ftill unknown in the interior parts 
of the Continent. The defart is really a de- 
fart ; and itis only at certain diftances that 
one meets with a few hordes, that are not 
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numerous, and who live on the fruits of the 
earth, and the produce of their cattle. After 
finding one horde, one muft travel a great way 
to find another. ‘The heat of the climate, 
the drynefs of the fands, the barrennefs of 
the earth, a {carcity of water, rugged and 
rocky mountains, ferocious animals ; and, be- 
fides thefe, the humour of the Hottentots, a 
little phlegmatic, and their cold tempera- 
ment—are all obftacles to propagation. When 
a father has fix children, it is accounted a 
phenomenon. — 

The country of the Gonaquas, into which 
I penetrated, did not therefore contain three 
thoufand people, in an extent of thirty .or 
forty leagues; and the horde of Haabas, 
which confifted at moft of four hundred per~ 
fons, including every age and fex, was ac- 
counted one of the moft confiderable in the 
nation. : - ! . 

Thefe, people did not refemble thofe dege- 
nerated and miferable Hottentots, who pine 
in the heart of the colonies, contemptible — 
and defpifed inhabitants, who bear no marks 
of their ancient origin but an empty name; 
and who enjoy, only at the expence of their 
liberty, a little peace, purchafed at a dear 
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rate, by the exceflive labour to which they 
are fubjeted on the plantations; and by the 
defpotifm of their chiefs, who are always 
fold to government. I had here an opportu- | 
nity of admiring a free and brave people, 
valuing nothing but independence; never 
obeying any impulfe foreign to nature, and 
calculated only to deftroy their .magnani- 
mous, free, and truly philanthropic charac- 
ter. 

IT had no intention of going among this 
re{pectable nation like a haraffed hunter, com- 
pelled by hunger and fatigue to ftop at the 
firft place where he can find a lodging. I 
had refolved to prefent myfelf there i fiochr, 
with the moft ftnking appearance, but fuch 
as might be equally honourable for me. and 
for them. fh 

I employed the whole morning in dreffing | 
and arranging my hair, which I loaded with 
powder, as if I had been going into the moft 
elegant company. I combed my beard, and 
made it hang down in the moft graceful man- 
ner potlible.:; liad fuffered it to grow a 
year; not from any whim or caprice, as has 
been ridiculoufly circulated throughout the 
world; nor was it in imitation of thofe bo- 

tanicak 
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tanical travellers, who are mad after galls 
and fenna, as a punifhment becaufe I did not 

difcover foon enough, or when I withed, fuch 
and fuch a diaphoretic plant, or fuch and 
fuch an imperceptible infe@ ; but policy had 
made me prefcribe this Hie to myfelf, as a 
“fundamental law. The length of my beard 
Was owing neither to flovenlinefs nor neglect. 
The {crupulous cleanlinefs of the Dutch I 
delight in ; and, for an American Creole, it 1s 
not a mere want, proceeding from cuftom ; 
it is a pleafure. In my journeys I changed 
my linen and clothes three or four times a 
day ; but the plan of fuffering my beard to 
grow, was formed before I departed from the 
Cape. I had heard of the wars between the 
Caffres and the planters, and that the latter 
were detefted by the favages; and, as I ex- 
pected to meet either the one or the other, 
it was highly neceflary that I fhould give 
myfelf, by my external appearance, as well 
as by my, manners and conduét, an air abfo- 
lutely ftrange, to prove that I had ne refem- 
blance to the planters. This plan fucceeded 
perfeCtly; for, among all the hordes through 
which I pafled, I was received as an extraor- 
dinary being, and as a man of a new {pecies. | 
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My invincible diflike to tobacco and brandy, 
ufed both by the planters and the favages, 
added ftill to their aftonifhment. The idea 
of this favourable prepoffeflion, which could 
not efcape me, gave me frefh affurance, and 
even an intrepidity which procured me great 
enjoyments unknown to. other trayellers. 
Nothing could ftop me; I marched forwards, 
and prefented myfelf without uneafinefs ; 
and thus might I have traverfed all the centre 
of Africa, even to Barbary, without the leaft 
moleitation, had not the earth, asI may fay, 
rejected my fteps. Thirft and cruel hunger 
will always be infurmountable barriers to 
thofe who may with to attempt fo bold and 
hazardous an undertaking. | : 

My beard, then, was my principal fafe- 
guard; but it daily rendered me a fervice 
which was no lefs valuable: on a journey I 
took the precaution, when I wathed it, to 
fuffer it to imbibe as much water.as it could 
contain; and, during the heat of the day, this 
was a refrefhment for my face which afforded 
me much comfort and relief. 

After arranging my hair, I drefled myfelf 
in the moft magnificent manner I could. 
Among my hunting frocks] had one of a 

dark 
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dark brown colour, ornamented with fteel 
buttons, cut facet-wife: this I made my drefs 
of ceremony ; as the rays of the fun, falling 
upon the different facets, would by their re- 
fle@tion form a fplendour very proper for 
exciting the admiration of thefe favages. 
Under this frock I wore a white veft; and in 
place of boots I fubftituted a pair of nankeen 
drawers, which always appeared to me equal- 
ly noble. In my wardrobe I had ftill a pair 
of European thoes, which I put on my feet; 
and I did not forget my large filver buckles, 
as they were by chance exceedingly brilliant. 
I wifhed much to have a gold-laced hat, but 
_ this I was obliged todo without; and, as my 
drawers rendered my fet knee-buckles of no 
ufe, I made a clafp of them, with which I 
fixed to my hat, fuch as it was, a magnificent 
plume compofed of oftrich’s feathers that had 
their full length. 

But how much was I pained for the fur- 
niture of my horfe, which did not correfpond 
with the ornaments of his mafter! Inftead of 
that magnificent panthers fkin which in 
France would have been accounted fuperb, 
and which was nothing in the eye of a favage, 
what a flaming figure would one of thofe 

Now... Cc howfings 
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howfings of fcarlet cloth, which trot regu- 
larly every week from Paris to Poifly, have 
made ! So true it is, that the rarity of objects 
forms all their value, at the fame time that 
it conftitutes their merit. 

Having hinted to my faithful Klaas that 
he fhould mount on horfeback with me, and 
ferve me as groom, he had arranged himfelf 
in the beft manner poffible: but being defirous 
that he might appear with fome diftinion, | 
I gave him an old pair of breeches, which he 
did not put on without afluming an air of 
vanity, which at the fame time announced 
the pleafure this treat gave him, and the im- 
portance he received from fuch a decoration. 

Every thing being ready for my depar- 
ture, I difpatched two of my hunters with’ 
their fufees to inform the horde of my ap- 
proach: and having breakfafted foon after, 
I {ufpended my poniard from a button-hole 
of my veit; puta pair of piftols into my 
girdle; and another pair, with my double- 
barrelled fufee, at the bow of my faddle; and 
inftantly mounted my horfe. Klaas, who 
carried my carabine, did the fame; and fol- 
lowed me, leading with him my four dogs. 
He was followed, in his turn, by four hun- 

| ters, 
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ters, efcorting one of my people, who was 
appointed to carry a box containing two fed 
handkerchiefs, fome copper rings, knives, 
pieces of fteel for tinder-boxes, and fome 
other prefents which I intended to give to 
the horde. Amiroo marched at our head, to 
dire& us in the proper way. 

We firft advanced along the banks of the 
river, going againft its current for near an 
hour ; after which Amiroo made us quit it, 
and conduéted us between two high moun- 
tains, in a narrow defile, the length and wind- 
igs of which were not lefs than two leagues. 
At the extremity of this valley, having re- 
turned to within a few paces of the river, the 
country opened before us; and from this fpot 
pointing out with his fingera {mall eminence 
upon which J obferved a kraal, our guide 
informed us that we fhould there find Haa- 
bas. It was ftill about ten gun-fhots diftant 
from us. The road indeed had been longer 
than I expected ; for we employed full three 
hours in this march. When I was within 
two hundred paces of the horde, I difcharged 
both my fhot, and ordered my four hunters 
to do the fame. The two others, whom I 
had fent before, returned our falute, by dit- 

C2 charging 
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charging theirs; and this was to the whole 

horde the fignal for a general fhout of joy: 
I fhall not make any refleCtions upon this 
affecting {cene: the tender reader will fhare 
in the foft emotions of my heart; and prefer | 
a true relation, however fimple it may be. 
I faw all thefe people come forth from their 
tents, and form themfelves into {mall bodies ; 
but, in proportion as I approached, the wo- 
men, the young girls, and children, all difap- 
peared, and returned to their different huts. 
The men, who alone remained with their | 
chief at their head, came to meet me; upon 
which I difmounted, and repeating the words 
tabe tabé to Haabas, I took the old man by 
the hand, which I fqueezed in mine. He 
returned my falute with every effufion of a 
orateful heart; and feemed deeply affected by 
this mark of honour, which was principally 
conferred upon him. I was received with 
the fame ceremonial by all the reft of the 
men; except that, fupprefling through refpecé 
the fign of the hand, they fubftituted in its 
room that of bowing the head; and that, 
in pronouncing ¢abé, they accompanied this 
word with a more fenfible clapping with the 
tongue. 
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Each in particular examined me with the 
utmoft attention, even to the minuteft part 
of my drefs: every thing attracted their 
looks. Haabas himfelf, who had never feen 
me in my camp but in an undrefs, or in my 
hunting equipage, feemed aftonifhed at my 
{trange attire: I. imagined that he fhewed 
me much more deference than ufual, and 
that he affumed a more refpectful air as he 
pafled me. 

I. had difmounted under the fhade of a 
large tree, to which they came to comph- 
ment me; but I remained there only a few 
minutes to refrefh myfelf. It was a real 
feftival to me to contemplate this interefting 
horde, to which J advanced efcorted by my 
whole troop; and as I pafled before one of 
the huts, which like thofe of the Hotten- 
tots have only a very low entrance, the 
miftrefs of it, who at firft made her appear- 
ance-to furvey me at a diftance, immediately 
retired; fo that I was obliged every moment 
to ftoop, in order to examine the infide. It 
was a very curious {pectacle to fee thefe 
brown vifages motionlefs, and as it were 
fixed to the wall, in the back» part of the 
hut, exhibiting every where the appearance 

C 3 of 
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of fo many portraits in fhade. I ought to” 
have left my card with each of thefe ladies, 
for I was not received by any of them. 

By little and little they .became however 
more familiar, and Tat length faw myfelf fur- 
rounded by them. They prefented me milk 
on all fides ; but Narina was not yet among 
the number of thefe curious females. Hav- 
ing enquired for her, fome of them ran to 
fetch her ; and fhe arrived foon after, bring 
ing a bafket of goats milk, quite warm, 
which fhe haftened to prefent to me. I drank 
fome of it, in preference to that offered by 
the reft; both on account of the natural 
graces which fhe difplayed in giving it, and 
of the care fhe had taken to make the veffel 
clean, which was far from being the cafe 
with the reft. 

All thefe women, dreffled in theit ee 
attire, frefh greafed and doughoued, and hav- 
ing their faces painted in a hundred different 
ways, fufficiently fhewed what noife the 
news of my arrival had made in the horde, 
and the fingular refpect which they enter- 
tained for a ftranger. Narina had adorned 
herfelf with the prefents I had given her; 
but I obferved, with no little furprife, that fhe 

had 
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had not followed the etiquette of her com- 
panions, and that fhe had abftained from her 
unctions. She knew how much this refine- 
ment in her drefs difgufted me; and, what- 
ever fuch a facrifice might have coft her, fhe 
had fubmitted to it in order to pleafe me. 
She introduced me to her fifter, who ap- 
peared pretty; but whether it was that pre- 
pofleffion had blinded me, or that I was 
offended by the f{mell of her ointments, I 
did not find in her the fame attra€tions as 
in Narina, nor did fhe excite the {malleft 
emotion in my breaft. 

When I arrived at the habitation of Haa- 
bas, he fhewed me his wife, who had no- 
thing to diftinguifh her from the reft ; and 
I found here, as is often the cafe elfewhere, 
that the commandant’s lady was old and 
ugly enough. ‘This however did not pre- 
vent me from prefenting her, like a polite 
courtier, with a red handkerchief; which the 
accepted without ceremony, and immediate- 
ly bound round her head, To this prefent 
I added a knife, and a piece of fteel-for ftrik- 
ing fire with a flint; but as [ had a great 
. defire to know her tafte, and was very glad 
C 4 to. 
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to fee a favage female embarrafled refpedting 
the choice of her drefs, I fhewed her my 
whole package of glafs-ware, begging her ta 
feleét whatever might pleafe her moft, Upon 
this occafion I did not enjoy the fatisfaction 
which I expected; for fhe laid her hands, 
without hefitating a moment, upon fome red 
and white necklaces; the other colours, fhe 
- faid, being too like her fkin, would produce no 
effect, and were befides not at all agreeable to 
her tafte. I have always remarked that the 
favages in general fet very little value upon - 
‘black or blue. I gaye her alfo fome large 
brafs wire, for two pair of bracelets; and it 
appeared to me that fhe efteemed this article 
above all the reff. 

The reft of the women did not fee thefe 
prefents without envy. They lifted up their 
hands with ecftafy; and in their admiration 
declared, with a loud voice, that the {poufe 
of Haabas was the happieft of women, and 
the moft magnificent in jewels that ever 


_ they had feen in all the hordes of the Gona- 


ar glafs beads which 1 had brought with me ; 


- gua nation. 
'. I then diftributed the remainder of the 
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and I candidly confefs I manceuvred in fuch 
a manner as that the youngelt and prettieft 
might have the largeft fhare. 

To the men I gave knives, tinder-boxes, 
and rolls of tobacco. My intention in vifit- 
ing this horde perfonally was, that all the 
families which compofed it might partake 
in my bounty; and the package I brought 
along with me was pretty confiderable. 

Haabas having begged me, in the name 
of feveral infirm old men who were not 
able to go abroad, to follow him, and pay 
them a vifit, I readily confented to this re- 
queft, and we entered’ their huts: they were 
all attended by children of eight or ten years 
of age, entrufted with the care of giving them 
their food, and of rendering them all thofe 
fervices which are neceflary to the debility 
of years, I was very much ftruck with this 
refpeCtable inftitution among thefe favage 
people, and I fully teftified my approbation 
of it to my conductor. Though thefe old 
men, for the moft part, were confined only 
by their great age, and not by thofe infirmi- 
ties which are the ufual attendants of people 
in civilized nations, I remarked with no lit- 
tle furprife that their hair was not white, 

and 
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and that it fcarcely began to turn grey at 

the extremities. | 
I was next conducted to a hut entirely 
feparated from the reft, which contained a 
horrid {pectacle—a miferable wretch covered 
with ulcers from head to foot. Having ftooped © 
i order to enter, the infectious fmell that 
proceeded from the hut made me ftart back 
with horror. This poor creature had lain 
here for more than a year, without any one 
daring to approach him; fo much did they 
dread being infected by this diforder, which 
was accounted contagious: his wife indeed, 
and two of his children, had died about two 
months before. His food was thrown to him 
at the entrance of his habitation, or rather 
tomb; for to me he appeared to be no longer 
a living being. His fituation, which was 
truly deplorable, incited my pity; for he had 
long remained ftretched out amidft his own 
filth and ordure: and I was extremely forry 
that I could not by fome efficacious remedy 
afford him relief. | , | 
[In vain did I remember that at Surinam 
we gathered ourfelves the balm of Copahu, 
and that of Racaffir, which I believe is the 
Tolu of the apothecaries fhops; and that 
with 
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with this affiftance alone we eafily cured our 
negroes. But this was of no avail here: Afri- 
ca did not produce any of thefe falutary 
plants; or at leaft, if it did, I knew not in 
what place to fearch for them. - I however 
thought of a method which, if it fhould not 
cure his evils, would at leaft fufpend them 
for a little. | 

I began therefore by bidding thefe favages 
be perfectly ealy; affuring them that the dif- 
order was not infe€tious, and that it could 
not be communicated by coming into im- 
mediate contaét with the difeafed perfon, 
much lefs by the air that furrounded him. 
To perfuade them the more to believe me, I 
confidently told them that I was well ac- 
quainted with the difeafe: for without this 
precaution the’ plan I had formed to relieve 
him would have been in great danger of 
mifcarrying; as an invincible prejudice made 
them all dread an epidemical diftemper. 

J told them, then, that it would be proper 
to anoint the whole body of the patient with 
mutton fat melted; that this harmlefs re- 
medy would reflore to his parched {kin a 
little of its fupplenefs, and would at leaft 
enable him him to move his limbs with 

eale. 
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eafe. I ordered alfo feveral mats to be given 
him, begging him to endeavour to draw 
them under him; and, weak as he was, he 
fucceeded according to my with. I next pro- 
pofed that a new hut fhould be erected for 
him, and that he fhould be tranfported thi- 
ther. This advice was received with accla- 
mations by all prefent ; and, that their bene- 
volent ardour might not have time to cool, 
both I.and my people put our hands to the 
Jabour: and the hut was foon finifhed, and 
in a condition to receive the fick man. 

I always imagined that this man had been 
attacked by that deftructive fcourge which 
poifons the fources of life, and deftroys plea- 
fure by pleafure itfelf. Though ftrangers to 
this fcourge, as well as to the Hottentots of 
the Cape, who know it well, I thought it 
might have been gradually conveyed to the 
Gonaquas, by pafling from one to another, 
A journey, or fome fatal connection, had un- 
doubtedly caufed the misfortune of this poor 
wretch. 

When the hut was ready, he was carried 
out, extended upon mats. He was then con- 
veyed to a place near his new habitation, and 
the old one was demolithed; whilft I was ~ 
: confidered 
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confidered as a beneficent god by thefe good. 
favages. With what anxiety did they fol- 
low the unfortunate patient, with their eyes 
fixed fometimes upon me, and fometimes 
upon the miferable wretch of whofe cure 
they had already conceived great hopes! for 
that powerful balm of the heart beamed on 
all theit countenances, and doubled their 
tender compaflion. With what eagernefs 
did I fee them all flock round me, and pity 
the fufferings of their brother ! and the wo- 
men, above all, implore fuccefs to my {kill, 
that I might if poffible give fome relaxa- 
tion to his punifhment, and reftore him to 
life ! ? 

He was now become like a fkeleton, 
covered with a fhrivelled and dry fkin, 
through which appeared fome parts of his 
bones, in the legs, arms, fides, and reins; all 
his joints were prodigioufly {welled ; and 
the worms, by anticipation, were devouring 
him all over. 

After the friction I had ordered, he was 
carried into his tent. I- then recommended 
him to the care and attention of the whole 
horde; and begged that they would give 
him nothing to feed upon but milk. 

| I I doubt 
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I doubt much whether this affiftance was 
fufficient to relieve him: unfortunately my 
fkill extended no farther; and, being firmly 
perfuaded that his death was inevitable, I 
thought that to haften it would be’ the 
greateft fervice that could be done to him. 
If I have prolonged his miferable exiftence 
for a few days, the cruelleft of his enemies 
could not have done more. 

When I returned to the habitation of 
Haabas, his wife prefented me with fome 
milk to refrefh me; and I found that a fheep 
had been killed to entertain me and my 
people. 

I ordered a few fteaks to be broiled on 
fome coals before the hut; but the remem- 
brance of the horrid f{pectacle which I had 
{een fo haunted my imagination, that it en- 
tirely deprived me of my appetite. Fearing 
however that thefe favages might think I 
was difgufted with their food, which would 
-have cruelly mortified them, I forced my- 
felfto-eat a little. From the place siere 
I fat, through the circle that furrounded me, 
I faw my people, who were lefs delicate 
than their mafter, regaling themfelves on 
pieces which had been diftributed among 

them, 
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them, and amufing themfelves as if they 
had been at a wedding. 

When the repaft was finifhed, no ‘time 
remained but what was necefiary for me to 
return before night. Taking leave therefore 
of my good neighbours, after many times. 
repeating éaé¢, I mounted ‘my _horfe. I 
was followed by almoft the whole of the 
horde: but my time becoming every moment 
fhorter, I made ufe of my fpurs; and in lefs 
than an hour Klaas and I reached our camp. 
The reft of my’people arrived much later ; 
for about a fcore of the Gonaquas, both men 
and women, attratted by curiofity, had ac- 
companied them. Upon any other occafion 
this vifit might have difpleafed me; but at 
this time I had abundance of provifions, 
and twenty mouths more could not in any 
manner be burthenfome. 

The reader, without doubt, expects to 

find among the number of thofe who paid 
me this unexpected vifit, the beautiful Na- 
zina. She indeed was; and, though it may 
appear furprifmeg, fhe concealed herfelf fo 
well that I did not diftover till next morn- 
ing that fhe had arrived the evening before. 
The whole of the night was fpent in danc- 
ang and finging; but, as I was unwilling to 
de- 
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deprive any one of a fhare in this party of 
pleafure which chance alone had formed, I 
did not attempt to interrupt them. 

One of the fureft means of preferving over 
favages that fuperiority which the prefumpé« 
tuous European haughtily affumes, is not, 
as is commonly believed, to intimidate them, 
and to employ threats and terror. This ri- 
diculous plan muft have been invented only 
by a rath fool, or a daftardly commander at 
the head of a numerous army, who took 
advantage of his force to impofe defpotic 
and fevere laws. An inftance to be found 
in fome late voyages, is an evident proof that 
it is not by impetuofity, and the drawn 
{word, that mankind are to be civilized. The 
tragical end of a late enterprifing navigator 
ought ever to be a ftrking lefion to thofe | 
who may adopt fuch fatal maxims *. I am 
convinced that one fhould never venture to 
afk from people in a ftate of nature, what 
would coft them too great a facrifice to give; 
that it is prudent to lofe a little in order to 
gain more; that it is only by complacency 
that one can infinuate onefelf into their fa- 
vour; and that the principal method of fuc- 

* The author here feems to allude to the death of our 
unfortunate and ever-to-be-lamented captain Cook. T. 

ceeding 
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teeding with them is firft to gain their love. 
_ Entertaining fuch principles, it may readily be 
judged that I do not believe in easers of men ; 
and that there is no country fo defart, or fo little 
known, intowhich I would not penetrate with- 
out fear and without apprehenfion. Sufpicion 
is the principal caufe of the barbarity of fa- 
vages, if we can call fo the great care which 
they employ to remove from us, and even 
to deftroy every thing that feems likely to 
endanger our fafety or interrupt our repofe. 

Not being able to fleep during the whole 
night, I arofe at break of day: but what 
was my aftonifhment when I perceived Na- 
rina! She feemed to have a more embar- 
raffed air, and a more bafhful look, than 
ordinary; and it was then only, asI have 
already faid, that fhe confefled the had ar- 
rived the evening before. I reproached her 
in the fevereft terms for having thus con- 
cealed herfelf from me, and I begged her to 
tell me the reafon; but, notwithftanding all 
I could fay, fhe gave me no pofitive anfwer. 
Her filence in this refpect was carried even 
to obftinacy. At length, as if afraid that 
fhe had railed her hopes too high, fhe be- 
came more timid in proportion as fhe guefled 
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the fufpicions that I feemed to entertain on 
her account: this referve made me love 
her more. ‘The coffee was ready, and I gave 
her a fhare of my breakfatt. 

The whole of this day was {pent likewife 
in dancing and merriment ; but next morn- 
ing the whole horde, attracted by curiofity, 
arrived at my camp. Some were coming, 
and others were departing; fo that they 
crofled each other in all parts on the way. 
This {pectacle appeared to me like the mov- 
ing picture of a village feftival, and I re- 
ceived them all with equal cordiality. Hav- 
ing enquired concerning my poor patient, I 
received an anfwer which gave me gréat 
pleafure. They told me that he never 
{poke of me but with tears of gratitude; — 
that he fill fuffered very much; but that 
there had been a great change in his fitua- 
tion by the cleanlinefs I had procured him. 
He at leaft enjoyed the confolation of feeing 
his companions, and of difcourfing with 
them; for, confiding in my advice, they no 
longer feared to enter his hut, or to approach 
him, Their vifits, by engaging his thoughts, 
poured over his wounds a balm ftill more 
falutary than plants ; and made him in fome 

, 6 | meafure 
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meafure forget his misfortunes. I doubt 
much whether he recovered after the defpe- 
rate condition in which I faw him 3; but if it 
was poflible for him to get better, I think 
this moral remedy muft have contributed 
not a little towards his relief. Can there 
be any fate more cruel than that of feeing 
onefelf deferted by one’s friends and nearett 
relations, and banifhed from fociety hke an 
abandoned carcafe, the fight of which ex- 
cites horror? Each related thefe particulars 
after his own manner, and accompanied 
them with thanks; which were the more 
fincere in proportion as thefe people were 
more nearly conneéted with my patient, ei- 
ther by the ties of blood or friendthip. 

The proceffion did not ceafe till the after- 
noon of the fecond day, when:thefe worthy 
Gonaquas took leave of my camp to return 
to their horde. I could not help recom- 
mending my patient to them in the moft 
earneft manner; and I told them that the 
care they might take of him would be the 
moft flattering mark of efteem and refpect 
they could confer upon me. I charged Na- 
rina in particular to carry him, in my name, 
a {mall provifion of tobacco; I then gave a 

i} 2 few 
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few more prefents to this young vor and 
fuffered her to depart. 

I had been very little in the company of © 
this girl ; but the attachment I had conceived 
for her was fo natural and fimple, I was fo 
much accuftomed to her manners, and I 
found fo much analogy between her difpo- 
fition and mine, that I could fcarcely per- 
fuade myfelf that our acquaintance was of 
fo fhort a date, and that it was to terminate 
fo foon. I thought I muft admire her for 
the laft time——but other cares and other 
views. 

It is time to obferve that the women of 
this country had not behaved with my peo- 
ple in the fame manner as thofe of the river | 
Gamtoos : they fhewed the greateft referve : : 
and when the men departed, not one of 
them remained behind. 

I confefs that the vifits of thefe people, 
who came in great bodies too often, and re 
mained too long, began at length to difpleafe 
me; for I feared, and with great reafon, 
that fome difturbance might arife around 
me, or that my people would acquire a tafte 
for diffipation. ‘They had all already begun 
to relax in their duty; hunting feemed to 

| engage 
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engage their attention lefs than before; and 
almoft every moment of their time was em- 
ployed in dancing. The people entrufted 
with the care of keeping and feeding my 
cattle, feemed to perform this bufinefs with 
reluctance, and fuffered them to {tray where- 


ever they thought proper; while others ab- - 


fented themfelves during the night, and re- 
turned only in the morning to fleep. I 
thought, however, that it would be good po- 
licy in me to wink at thefe petty abufes, 
and to bring them all back gradually to their 
duty. ‘The heat now began to grow infup- 
portable ; the fun, having paffed the equator, 
darted his rays perpendicularly upon us, and 
fcorched us fo much that it would have 
been dangerous to expofe ourfelves in the 
hotteft time of the day; and my tent, dur- 
ing thefe moments, was converted into a 
real ftove, which I was obliged to abandon, 
Thefe were fufficient motives to induce mé 
to tranfport my penates to a place better 
fhaded, under fome thick grove; but I re- 
membered the rendezvous where I ap- 
‘pointed to meet the envoys I had fent to the 
Caffres. It might happen that, not finding 
me in their return at Koks-Kraal, they 
D 3 might 
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might imagine either that fome unforefeen 
misfortune had befallen me; or that, tired of 
waiting for them, I had refolved to depart, 
and continue my journey. Such a ftep 
. would have thrown them into the utmoft 
embarraffment ; and, for my part, ] was too 
much interefted in the fate of my two 
friends to defert them; nor would all the 
birds of Africa have induced me to be guilty 
of fo bafe an a€tion, I refolved, therefore, 
to remain where I was till they fhould ar 
rive ; but I determined to bring back all my 
people to their former exercifes, and I my- 
felf firft gave the example. 

I did not fail either, according to. my 
ufual cuftom, to devote a part of every even- 
ing to my journal ; and it was here that I 
at length began to be acquainted with thofe 
differences which diftinguifh one Hottentot 
from another, and particularly the Gonaquas 
from all the other hordes I had before feen. 

The kraal of Haabas, at the diftance of 
about four hundred paces from the river 
Groot-Vis, was fituated an the declivity of 
a little hill, which extended with an eafy 
flope to the bottom of a chain of mountains, | 
clothed with a foreft of very large trees; a 

ae {mall 
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fmall rivulet interfeéted it in the middle, 
and difcharged itielf into the river. All the 
huts, to the number of almoft forty, built 
upon a fpace about fix hundred feet fquare, 
formed feveral crefcents, and were all con- | 
nected together by fmall enclofures belong- 
ing toeach. In thefe every different family 
fhut up, in the day time, their calves and 
their lambs, which are not fuffered to follow 
their mothers ; and which fuck only in the 
morning and evening, when the women 
milk the cows and the fhe goats. Befides 
thefe, there were three large enclofures well 
fenced round, which were deftined for con- 
fining, during the night only, the whole 
flocks of the horde. ) a 
The huts, conftructed like thofe of the Hot- 
tentots in the colonies, were eight or nine feet 
in diameter, and were covered with ox or fheep 
fkins, but more commonly with mats. They 
had only one opening, very narrow and low; 
and it was in the middle of the but that the 
family kindled their fire. The thick fmoke 
with which thefe kennels were filled, and 
which had no other vent but the door, added 
to the ftench which they always retain, 
would have ftifled any European who might 
DD 4 have 
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have had the courage to remain in them two 
minutes: cuftom, however, renders all this 
fupportable to thefe favages. Indeed they 
do not continue in them during the day; but 
on the approach of night each returns to his 
habitation, {preads out his mat, covers it 
with a fheep’s fkin, .and fleeps as foundly 
upon it as if he lay on the fofteft down. 
When the nights are too cold, they ufe for a 
covering a {kin like that upon which I lay ; 
the Gonaquas always procure them by bar- 
ter. In the morning thefe beds are rolled 
up, and placed in a corner of the hut; and, 
if the weather is fine, they expofe them to 
the air and the fun. They then beat them, 
one after another, to fhake off, not bugs as 
in Europe, but infe&ts, and another kind of 
vermin no lefs troublefome, to which the 
excefiive heat of the climate renders thefe fa- 
vages very fubje&, and which they are not | 
able to get rid of notwithftanding all their 
care and attentions When they have no 
prefling bufinefs to employ them, they make . 
ftri@ fearch for thefe vermin, which they 
deftroy with their teeth: this appears to 
a them the eafieft and readieft method. 
Some author, I know not who, has 
thought 
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thought proper to believe that thefe vermin 
are a ready refource for the Hottentots, and 
form part of their nourifhment, and perhaps 
even a delicacy. Nothing can be more falfe 
than this ridiculous affertion: on the con- 
trary, I can fafely declare that they perform 
this office or ceremony with as much difgutt 
as our women or fervant maids perform it 
with contrary fenfations with re{fpe@ to our 

children, | | 
_ I have before advanced that the Gonaqua 
women aflume in their drefs an air of cle- 
gance unknown to the Hottentots of the 
colonies. Their garments, however, do not 
differ in their fhape, except that the former 
wear them larger; and that the apron of mo- 
defty, which they call zeuyp-hro/s, 1s wider, 
and defcends almoft to the knees, But it is 
in ornaments, I might rather fay the em- 
broidery lavifhed on their dreffes, that the 
riches and magnificence upon which they 
pique themfelves confift, It is, above all, in 
the arrangement of the apron that they dif- 
play their art and their tafte, The defign, 
the diftribution of the compartments, and 
the mixture of the colours, all are particu- 
larly attended to, “he more their veftments 


are 
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are loaded with beads, the more they are 
efieemed; and they even ornament their 
bonnets with them. ‘Thefe bonnets, if pof- 
fible, are made of the hide of the zebra; 
becaufe the white fkin of that animal, inter- 
fected by brown or black ftripes, gives a kind 
of relief to their phyfiognomy; and, as they 
themfelves exprefs it, adds fomething more 
enticing totheir charms. Befides this, they 
are more or lefs {umptuous according to the 
beads and glafs ornaments which they poflefs, 
and with which they encumber their bodies. 
They alfo make-tiflues, with which they 
adorn their legs, in the manner of half-boots. 
Thofe who cannot attain to this degree of 
magnificence, confine themfelves, efpecially 
for the legs, to ornament them with the 
fame reeds as thofe of which they make their — 
mats, or with ox-hide cut into thongs, and 
beat into a round form by a mallet. It is 
this cuftom which has induced feveral tra- 
vellers, copying their accounts from one 
another, to fay that thefe people furround 
their arms and legs with the inteftines of 
animals torn from their bodies as foon as 
they are killed; and that they devour thefe 
ornaments in proportion as they become pu- 

trid 
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trid—a grofs error, which deferves to be 
buried in oblivion with the works by which 
it has been propagated. It has fometimes 
happened, perhaps, that a Hottentot, preffed 
by hunger, may have employed this refource 
as the only means of preferving his-exift- 
ence, and devoured both his thongs and his 
fandals , but, becaufe the horrors of a fiege 
have compelled civilized people to contend 
for the vileft food, muft we conclude that 

uncivilized nations eat rags and naftinefs? 
At firft, thefe bandages of leather and 
reeds with which the Hottentots furrounded | 
their legs were only an indifpenfable pre- 
fervative againft the pricking of briars and 
thorns, and the biting of ferpents, which 
abound in thefe regions of Africa; but lux- 
ury transforms into abufes the moft ufeful 
inventions, In place of thofe pieces of {kin 
~ which were fo ferviceable, the women have 
fubftituted beads, which, on account of their 
fragility, are not of long duration. Thus, 
among favages, as among the moft enlight- 
ened nations, the wifeft and the beft com- 
bined inftitutions are at length perverted and 
corrupted, The luxury of the Hottentots, 
however ill underftood it may appear, fuffi- 
| ciently 
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ciently announces that vanity belongs and is 
extended to all climates; and that, in fpite 
even of nature, a woman 1s always a woman. 
The habit I was in of continually feeing the 
Hottentots, never reconciled me to their prac- 
tice of painting their bodies in a thoufand 
different ways. I always found it hideous 
and difgufting ; nor do I know what charms 
they pretend to receive from this daubing, 
which is not only ridiculous, but even fetid. 
I have here given the figure of a Hlottentot 
fady in all the luxury of her attire; and I. 
can afiure the reader that in this portrait 
there is nothing overcharged or exaggerated. 
The two colours for which they thew the 
greateft fondnefs are red and’ black. The 
firft is compofed of a kind of ochry earth, 
which is found in feveral places of the 
country, and which they mix and dilute 
with greafe: this earth has a great refem- 
blance to brick-duft, or tiles reduced to pow- 
der. © Their black is nothing elfe than foot, 
or the charcoal of tender wood. Some wo- 
‘men indeed are contented with painting only- 
the prominence of the cheeks ; but in general 
they daub over their whole body, in com- 
partments varied with a certain degree of 
fymmetry: 
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fymmetry: and this part of their drefs re- 
quires no fmall length of time. 

Thefe two colours fo much admired by 
the Hottentots, are always perfumed with 
the powder of the dovghou, which is not 
very agreeable to the {mell of an European. 
A Hottentot, perhaps, would find our odours 
and effences no lefs infupportable; but the 
boughou has over our rouge and pattes the 
advantage of not being pernicious to the 
-fkin, of not attacking and injuring the 
lungs; and the female Hottentot, who is 
acquainted with neither amber, mufk, nor 
benjamin, never knows what it is to be op- 
prefled by vapours, {pafms, and the head- 
ache. eet le 

The men never paint their faces; but I 
have often feen them ufe a preparation made 
of both colours mixed, to paint the upper lip 
as far as the noftrils ; by which they enjoyed 
the advantage of continually inhaling the 
odour of the fubftance employed for this pur- 
pofe. Young girls fometimes favour their 
lovers fo far as to apply this paint for them 
under the nofe; and on this point they fhew 
a kind of coquetry which has a very power- 
ful influence over the heart of a Hottentot 

| novice. | 
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novice. ‘The reader, however, muft not in- 
fer, from what I have faid, that the Hotten- 
tot women pay fo much attention to drefs as 
to negleé& thofe daily and ufeful occupations 
to which nature and their ufages call them. 
T never heard them fpeak of it but on certain 
feftivals which happen very rarely. Sepa- 
rated from Europe by an immenfity of fea, 
and from the Dutch colonies by defart 
_ mountains and impaffable rocks, too much 
communication with thefe people has not 
yet led them to the excefles of our deprava- 
tion: on the contrary, when they have the 
happinefs of being mothers, Nature addrefles 
them in a different language; they affume, 
more than in any other country, a {pirit 
fuitable to their ftate, and readily give them- 
felves up to thofe cares which fhe imperi- 
oufly requires from them. As foon as a 
child is born, it never quits the back of its 
mother; fhe there fixes her dear burden by 
means of an apron, which keeps it clofe to 
her body; and another tied with thongs under 
the infant’s thighs, fupports it, and prevents 
it from gliding down. ‘This fecond apron, 
formed, like the firft, of the fkin of fome 
wild animal, is generally ornamented with 


beads ; 
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beads; and this is all that compofes the fur- 
niture of the new-born child. Whether the 
mother goes to work or toa ball, and even 
though fhe dance, fhe never quits her child. 
The latter, of which nothing 1s feen but 
the head, never cries or fquawls except 
when it has occafion to fuck. The mother 
then turns it and draws it on one fide; nor 
is it neceffary for her to untie it, except 
when fhe is advanced in years, or has had 
feveral children. Without difplacing the 
one fhe carries, fhe conveys her breaft to it 
under her arm, or throws it over her fhoul- 
der; the child, fatisfied, then ceafes to cry; 
and the nurfe continues her dancing. 

When the mother judges that it is in a 
condition to crawl and to affitt itfelf, the 
places it on the ground before her hut; and 
by force of creeping it learns the ufe of its 
limbs, and from day to day tries to ftand up- 
right: one attempt conduéts to a fecond; 
it becomes bold, and foon acquires fufficient 
{trength to run and to follow its mother. 
This method, fo fimple and natural, is in 
my opinion much fuperior to our: leading- - 
ftrings, which crufh and confine the breaft. 


The difproportion between the ftrength of 
| their 
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their legs and the weight of their bodies, 
which obliges our children to hang upon 
thefe too officious fupporters, often lames 
them, at leaft. ruins their health and disf- 
gures them during the remainder of their 
days. 

Never did I, either in America or Africa, 
meet with a lame or deformed perfon among 
the favages: to find thefe one muft travel in 
Europe. 

What full ecitteitet to give the children 
of favages that agility and ftrength by which 
they are diftinguifhed, is the care taken by 
their mothers to rub their bodies with mutton 
greafe. The men themfelves think it necef- 
fary to ufe this precaution, which reftores 
to the fkin that pliablenefs which the impe- 
tuofity of the winds and the heat of the fun 
take from it. 

Lefs favoured by the «: prodedlsiee of the 
African climates than the Caribs. are by 
thofe of America, the Hottentot does not, 
like the latter, enjoy the benefit of the 
rocou, which renders them a very effential 
fervice. It is well known that this tree pro- 
duces a kind of fruit or pod which divides 
itfelf into two parts, and ftheds about fixty 

grains, 
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grains, the pellicle of which is oily, and of a 
reddifh colour. The Indian, who always 
goes naked, never fails to rub himfelf with 
thefe every morning from head to foot; and > 
by means of this unétion he preferves. him= _ 
felf from fun ftrokes, and from being ftung 
by mofquitoes, and checks perfpiration, ge- 
nerally too copious between the tropics. 
When a Hottentot woman is ready to lie 
in, fhe is vifited by an old woman of the 
horde, who attends her while in labour, and 
her delivery is always eafy. The {ymphyfis 
and Czefarian operation are not known among 
thefe favages. No confultations are ever 
held, nor do they debate whether they 
muft fave the child at the expence of the 
life of the mother ; and fhould it happen, but 
this is extremely rare, that the life of both 
could not be preferved, a horrid diftin@ion 
-would certainly not order the mother to be 
affaflinated, and the child would not be 
{pared. | | : 
I enquired of the Hottentots themfelves 
whether it was true that a mother who 
brings forth twins inftantly deftroys one of 
them. This crime again{ft nature is indeed 
very rare, and thefe people revolt at the 
You. II, : E idea 
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idea of it; but it has its fource, however 
inctedible it may feem, in the tendereft 
love. It is a dread of not being able to 
nourifh two children, or of feeing them 
both perifh, that has induced fome mothers 
to facrifice one of them. Befides, the Go- 
naquas are exempt from this reproach ;. and 
I obferved that they were not pleafed with 
my queftion, But by what right dare we 
make it criminal in thefe favages to ufe 
this precaution, for which I have given at 
leaft a plaufible motive, whilft in the heart 
of the-moft enlightened nations, notwith- 
ftanding the number of hofpitals opened by 
benevolence, we every day fee mothers un- 
natural enough to expofe with their own 
hands, and: to abandon in the ftreets, the 
innocent fruits of their womb? 

It would therefore be an unjuft calumny 
againft thefe people, to give as a conftant — 
practice a few barbarous ations which they 
condemn, and which they belie fo well by 
their conduct. 'In'more than one horde I 
have met mothers who fuckled twins, and 
who did not feem to be in:.the leaft em- 
-barrafled with themo >. : 
» Travellers, -however,-have not hefitated’ 
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to maintain that this barbarous practice ex- 
ifts ; and what Dr. Sparmann felates in his 
Voyage to the Cape*, refpecting the fate of 
children at the breaft who lofe their mothers, 
is equally void of foundation. 

‘¢ Another cuftom, no lefs horrid,” fays 
he, ** which has not been hitherto remarked. 
«* by any one, but which I have been fully 
‘* afured exifts amongift the Hottentots, is 
** chat, if a mother happens to die, the child 
‘at her breaft is interred alive with her. 
‘* This very year, in the place where I was, 
‘‘ the following circumftance happened :— 
*¢ A Hottentot woman having died on the 
“‘ farm of an epidemical diftemper, the reft 
‘“‘ of the Hottentots, who thought that they 
‘¢ were not in a condition to educate the fe-~ 
«*male child which the had left, or who 
« were unwilling to take the burden of it, 
*¢ had wrapped it up, {till alive, in a fheep’s 
«¢ fkin, in. order to inter it with the deceafed 
** mother; but fome farmers in the neigh- 
“© bourhood prevented them from accom- 
‘* plifhing their defign. My landlady, who 


*‘ was already advanced in years, told me 


* Vol. ii. p. 73. 
E 2 <* that 
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‘© that the herfelf, about fixteen or feventeen 
‘‘ years before, found in the quarter of 
‘“‘ Swellendam a Hottentot child wrapped 
‘up in fkins, tied faft to a tree, near the 
‘* place where its mother had been recently 
‘‘ interred. Enough of life was ftill remain- 
‘‘ ing in this child to be faved, and it was 
« carried away by Mrs. Kock’s relations; but 
‘* it died at the age of eight or nine. - It re- 
“‘ fults from this inftance, and from feveral 
‘* others which I learned from the planters,” 
&c. 

We mutt conclude, from the words of this 
botanift, that he faw nothing of what he re- 
lates, fince he declares, as he does through- 
out his whole work, that he received his 
information from the planters. He mutt 
have been too much in their company to be 
ignorant how far one ought to depend on 
their memories or their judgment; and on 
this account he might have {pared us the 
trouble of reading a great number of fables 
which ought to have been exploded. It is 
not by hearfay that we are to judge of peo- 
ple, or to compare them with others. | In 
the moft faithful and juft relation how many 
circumftances efcape us which would throw 


light 
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light upon facts, always ill underftood when 
one has not been an eye-witnefs! Was not 
the epidemical diftemper, of which he fays 
the firft mother died, a fufficient reafon to_ 
alarm the Hottentots, and to make them 
remove both from the dead body and the 
child, through a dread of being infeed ; 
which, confidering their prejudice, is a fuf- 
ficient motive to induce them to abandon 
every thing in an inftant, even their flocks, 
which are their only riches? With regard 
to the fecond child, found in the canton of 
Swellendam, the cafe perhaps might have 
been the fame; and until a reafonable caufe 
is affigned for this barbarity, I fhall vindi« 
cate the character of the mildeft and moft 
affectionate people that I know. In fhort, 
fuch ridiculous tales refpecting thefe favages 
_ would have been long fince forgotten with © 
the hiftory of witches and apparitions, were 
there not old women to repeat them, and 
children to read them. 

It would appear that fome people take a 
delight in decrying uncivilized nations all 
over the globe, who are known to be the 
moftt peaceable and the moft patient ; whilift, 
- filled with efteem and refpe@ for the eaft- 
| ern 
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ern nations, the Chinefe for example, they 
pals {lightly over a cuitom prevalent among 
mothers at Pekin of expofing in the ftreets 
during night all the children which they 
with to get rid of, that at-break of day the 
carriages and cattle as they pafs may crufh 
them to death, or that they may be de- 
voured by the hogs. Certain travellers who 
have vifited Afia inform us that the great 
lords in Thibet go on a pilgrimage to Pu-' © 
tola, the refidence of the Grand Lama, to 
procure fome of the excrement of this fo- 
vereign high prieft; and that they carry it 
about their necks in amulets, or {prinkle it 
like pepper over their food. 

Has this filthy ceremony any thing more 
difgufting in it than that falfely afcribed to 
the Hottentots in the celebration of their 
marriages? Mafters of ceremony, which they 
have not—or rather priefts, with whom they 
are {till lefs acquainted, are fuppofed to have 
the fupernatural power of drenching from 


the urinary paflage the bride and bride- 


groom, who, proftrated at the feet of the 


-perfon who befprinkles them, devoutly re- 


ceive the Jiquor, and carefully rub it over 
their whole bodies, without lofing a fingle 
drop, 
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drop. ‘The author whom I have already 
quoted is ftrongly inclined to believe all 
thefe rhapfodies on the fimple relation of 
the planters, when he fays that thefe mar- 
riage rites are not deftitute of foundation; 
but that this cuftom is no longer practifed 
except in the interior part of the kraals, 
and never in prefence of the planters. 

Kolben has fpoken of this ceremony in 
the minuteft manner; and he has even ex- 
pofed it to the eyes of his readers in an en- 
graving, in order to give it a kind of authen- 
ticity. Other ignorant writers have copied 
Ko!ben, and even the author of the French 
tranflation of Dr. Sparmann; to which’ he 
has been pleafed to add, in order to com- 
plete the laft volume, IT know not what 
extract from 4 New Syfiem of Geography. 
I indeed never read any voyage to Africa in 
which the abfurd reveries of Kolben. have 
not been adopted. This plagiarifm, which 
difgraces the work of a refpectable writer, 
deferves no credit. The dreams of the fe- 
dentary traveller who wrote above eighty 
years ago, are there related‘ word for word, 
not only refpecting the marriage ceremony 
of the Hottentots, but alfo concerning their 

| EI 4 reception ® 
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reception into an order of chivalry, which 
terminates likewife by a general immerfion. 
I have dwelt too long on thefe details; but 
it is my duty to relate faithfully what J faw, 
and what conclufions I have thence formed. 
The: Hottentot women, as well as thofe 
of Europe, are fubje& to periodical indifpo- 
fitions ; and all the circumftances attending 
them are abfolutely the fame. The wife or 
daughter of a Gonaqua, when fhe perceives 
her fituation, immediately leaves the hut. of 
her hufband or parents, retires to fome dif- 
tance from the horde, has no more commu- 
nication with them, conftruéts a kind of ha- 
bitation for herfelf, if it be cold, and re- 
mains {hut up theré, until, being purified by 
bathing, fhe is in a condition to appear again 
in public. As in fuch circumftances the : 
drefs of thefe favages is very ill calculated to 
conceal a woman’s condition, fhe would be 
expofed to fevere raillery if any one fhould 
obferve it; nothing more would be necef- 
fary to infpire her intended fpoufe with dif- 
guft, which would terminate by a fpeedy 
feparation. It is therefore a natural fhame, 
founded upon a fenfe of her own imperfec- 
tion, and a dread of difpleafing, that induces 
a woman 
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a woman to abfent herfelf in this manner 
for feveral days: and this is one of thofe 
cuftoms which might have been eafily taken 
for a religious ceremony, by people who, 
having obferved it only fuperficially, did not 
fee that fuch a conduét, myfterious in ap- 
pearance, is at bottom only an act of de- 
cency and cleanlinefs. 

Young women never have any intercourfe 
with the men until they are capable of pro- 
ducing children. ‘They are marriageable at 
the age of twelve or thirteen ; and after that 
period, as foon as they meet with a young 
man agreeable to their tafte, they are per- 
mitted by their parents to live with him. 

In this country, where all are equal by their 
birth, provided they are males, all ranks are 
confequently equal, or rather there is no 
rank at all. Luxury and vanity, which eat 
up wealth, and make it experience fo many 
changes, in other countries, are not known 
among thefe favages: confined to the fimple 
wants of nature, the means by which they 
fupply them not being exclufive, they may 
be, and indeed they are, employed by every 
one. Al] the combinations of pride for the 
profperity of families, and the accumulation 


of 
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of perhaps ten fortunes in the fame money 
cheft, produce here no intrigues, diforder, or 
crimes. Parents having no reafons for op= 
poling thoie fentiments of prepoffeffion which 
lead a child towards one obje& rather than to 
another, all marriages being founded on a re- 
ciprocal affection, are always attended with 
happinefs ; and as, to preferve them, they 
know no other law but love, they have no 
other motive for diflolving them but indif- 
ference. Thefe unions, formed by fimple na- 
ture, are more lafting than might be expected 
amonett thefe fhepherds; and their love for 
their children renders both the parties every. 
day more and more neceflary to one another. 
The formality of thefe marriages confifts 
then in a fimple and fincere promife of living 
together as long as may be agreeable. When 
two young people enter into this engage- 
ment, they inftantly become man and wife; 
and this alliance is certainly not folemnized 
by thofe ridiculous and filthy afperfions of 
which I have fpoken. A few, fheep, and 
fometimes an ox, are killed, to celebrate this 
little feftival: the parents give a few cattle 
to the young couple; and the latter conftruadt 
a hut, and take poffeffion of it the fame 
day, 
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day, to-live there together as long as love 
may preferve harmony between them: for, 
as I have faid, if any difference arifes in the 
family which cannot be reconciled but by a 
feparation, it foon takes place. They quit 
one another; and each feeking a happier fitu- 
ation elfewhere, is at liberty to marry again. 
Eftablifhed order requires that the common 
effects fhould be divided in.an amicable man- 
ner: but fhould it happen that the hufband, 
in quality of maiier, pretends to retain the 
whole, the wife on that account is never 
_ deftitute of protectors and fupport; the fa- 
mily ftand up in her defence, and fometimes 
the whole horde. Much difputing then en- 
fues; the confequence is that they come to 
blows, and the ftronger party give laws to 
the other. 

The mother takes with her the young 
children, efpecially if they be daughters ; 
the boys, if they be grown up, follow the 
father, and are always on his fide, 

Thefe misfortunes, it muft be confeffed, 
are very rare; but what is no lefs worthy of 
remark, is, that in fuch cafes, as well as ia 
their other quarrels, there is no law, and no 
- eftablithed cuftom, by which good order can 

, be 
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be reftored. We mutt confider as abfurdities 
what Kolben has faid refpecting their courts 
of juftice, their manner of proceeding in civil 
affairs, the fuperior council of the nation, 
their prifons, their public affemblies, and in 
a word all thofe inftitutions which ill agree 
with the name of favage, fince a people fo 
governed would in nothing differ from us 
but in colour and climate. I never faw or 
heard that a quarrel ended by a murder; but 
if this misfortune fhould happen, and if the 
death be regretted, the family, exceedingly 
moderate in their vengeance, would be con- 
tented with the law of retribution. For fo 
atrocious a crime the whole horde would 
purfue the affaflin, and compel him to quit 
the country, if he efcaped being put to death. 

Polygamy is not at all repugnant to the 
fentiments of the Hottentots; but it is far 
from being generally eftablifhed among them. | 
‘They take as many wives as they choofe; that 


is to fay, in proportion to their conftitution; 


and this generally reduces the number to one. 
- It 1s never, however, obferved that one 
woman lives with two men; and the wifdom 
of nature, which was defirous that a father 
might be able to acknowledge his children, 

| imprefied 
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imprefied on the heart of the Gonaquas an 
invincible abhorrence of this infamous pro-= 
‘ftitution. It fhocks thefe people fo much, 
that a hufband, acquainted with the flighteft 
act of infidelity i in his fpoufe, may immedi- 
ately put her to death, without ae the 
rifk of being punithed for it. 

It may me readily judged that this remark 
is liable to fome exceptions ; and the reader 
will recolle& with what familiarity the firt 
free Hottentots I met mixed among mine: 
but, being nearer the colony, example is a 
very powerful feducer; and I even confefs 
that it would be difficult, among thefe fa- 
vages, for the conjugal knot to refift the 
folicitations and coaxing of an European. 
A Hottentot woman, honoured by being 
overcome, looks upon her hufband after- 
wards with a kind of haughtinefs, and quits 
him with contempt. The latter, on his fide, 
foon becomes comforted, and fuffers himfelf 
to be eafily appeafed by trifling prefents : 
but even this refource is ufelefs; and, as I 
have already faid, in confequence of their 
primitive manners being corrupted, they are 
lefs fufceptible of jealoufy, and are far from 
experiencing its madnefs, 

A Go- 
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A Gonaqua man beftows much lefs atten- 
tion on drefs than the women. It has been 
faid that in winter they wear their krofs with 
the woolly fide innermoft, and that in hot 
weather they turn it. ‘This indeed is pof- 
fible, and very indifferent in itfelf; but it 
however does not prevent them from hav- 
ing one in fummer abfolutely free from wool, 
the preparation of which cofts a great deal 
of trouble. I have remarked that the Gona- 
quas are taller than the Hottentots of the 
colonies, and that their kroffes are made of 
calyes {kins. One of thefe {kins is feldom 
fufficient ; and they generally make it larger 
by adding to each fide a piece which they 
ftitch. to it with thread made of inteftines. | 
This fewing is executed in the fame manner — 
as that of fhoemakers; and, to form the holes, 
thefe favages employ an awl of iron, when they 
can find it; but, when they cannot, they ufe one 
made of bone: thofe made of the leg bone of 
an oftrich, which is the hardeft they know, 
are thofe upon which they fet the highett 
value. There are two methods of freeing a 
krofs from hair: when the animal has been 
newly flayed, and while the {kin is ftill freth, 
they only roll it up with the hair inwards, 

Gy. and 
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and leave it in this {tate for two days, which 
are fufficient to produce. a fermentation. 
When this begins, they tear off the hair, 
which almoft drops of itfelf; and then, by 
rubbing, give the fkin a kind of preparation. 
It is afterward left for a whole day entirely 
covered with leaves of the Hottentot fig-tree, 
well foaked and pounded; and when this 
‘Operation is finifhed, the fibres, and all the 
flefhy parts that can be perceived, are f{craped 
away; till at length, by force of rubbing it. 
with mutton greafe, the krofs acquires all 
the foftnefs and flexibility of woven cloth. - 
_It may be readily perceived that this pro- 
cefs differs very little from thofe employed 
by furriers and tanners in Europe; but, with 
whatever ingenuity the Hottentots may pre- 
pare their furs and f{kins, they will never ap- 
proach ours until they have pafled through 
the hands of the perfumer. 

If the fkin be dry, and, whether it has 
been ufed or nut, retains the hair; and if a 
Hottentot, for want of another, withes to 
convert it into a krofs for fummer, this la- 
bour requires other care, and it becomes 
much more tedious and minute, With the 
rib bone-of a fheep he forms a kind of chifel, 

| which 
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which muft be made as fharp as poffible ; 
and this inftrument, which ferves to detach 
the hair, muft be managed with great pre- 
caution. It is not fufficient to fhave the 
hair, it is neceflary that it fhould be pulled 
out by the roots ; and that it bring the epi- 
dermis along with it, without damaging the 
texture of the {kin. This work of patience 
requires extraordinary fkill and a great deal 
of time. A Gonaqua, I again repeat it, has 
no other clothes but his krofs and his jackal ; 
and he always goes bareheaded, unlefs the 
weather be rainy or cold: in fuch cafes, he 
wears acap. made of leather. He ornaments 
his hair with a few glafs beads, or affixes a 
plume of feathers to it. I have feen fome 
who fubftituted, in the place of this decora- 
tion, {mall bits of leather cut into different 
forms; and others, when they kill fmall 
birds, blow up the bladder, and faften it like 
a tuft over their foreheads. | 

All in general ufe fandals, which they 
tie with leather thongs: they ornament alfo, 
but with le{s profufion than the women, their 
legs and arms with ivory bracelets, the white- 
nefs of which affords them much pleafure ; 


but they do not however value them fo highly 
4 as 
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as thofe made of large brafs wire. .They 
take fo much care of the latter, and fcour 
them fo often, that they become exceedingly 
brilliant, and retain a moft beautiful polith. 

They are remarkably fond of hunting; and 
in this exercife they difplay great dexterity. 
Befides gins and {nares, which they place in 
convenient {pots to catch large animals, they 
lie in wait for them alfo, attack them as foon 
as they appear, and kill them with their 
poifoned arrows, or their aflagays. When 
’ an animal is wounded by the former, it in- 
{tantly feels the effects of the poifon, which 
coagulates its blood ; and it often happens 
that an elephant, wounded in this manner, 
falls at the diftance of twenty or thirty leagues 
from the place where it received the deadly 
blow. As foon as an animal expires, they 
are contented with cutting away all the flefh 
near the wound, which they confider as dan- 
gerous ; but the reft fuftains no injury from 
the force of the poifon. Ihave often eat: 

the fiefh of animals killed in this manner, 
without experiencing the flighteft inconve- 
nience; but I muft own that I would not 
run the fame rifque with refpect to animals 
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which have retained the poifon in theit bo- 
dies for fome time. | 

On the firft view of their arrows, one 
would not fufpect how deftruive weapons 
they are. They will neither fly fo far, nor 
are they fo long, as thofe ufed by the Caribs 
in America; but even their fmallnefs ren- 
ders them fo much the more dangerous, as 
it is impofiible to perceive and follow them 
with the eye, and confequently to avoid 
them. The flighteft wound which they 
make always proves mortal, if the poifon 
reaches the blood, and if the fleth be torn. 
The fureft remedy is to amputate the wound- 
ed part, if it be a limb; but if the wound be 
in the body, death is unavoidable. 

Thefe arrows are made of reeds, and very 
curioufly formed. They are only eighteen 
inches, or at moft two feet, in length ; where- 
as thofe of the Caribs are fix feet. Having 
rounded a fmall bone three or four inches 
in length, and lefs in diameter than the reed, | 
thefe Hottentots thruft it into one of the 
ends of the arrow, but without fixing it ; on 
this account, when the arrow penetrates any 
body, the rod may be drawn out, but the 
bone remains in the wound ; becaufe it is 
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armed with a fmall iron hook, placed on one | 
of its fides in fuch a manner, that by its re- 
fiftance, and the new lacerations it occafions 
in the fleth, it renders ufelefs all thofe means 
which art might devife to extract it. This 
bone alfo is dipped in a poifon which has 
the confiftence of maftich; and they often 
add to its point a fmall triangular bit of iron 
well fharpened, which renders the weapon 
ftill more terrible. 

Each horde have a peculiar method of 
compofing their poifons, according to the 
different milky plants which grow in their 
neighbourhood, the dangerous juice of which 
they extract. They procure fome alfo from 
certain kinds of ferpents; and thefe, for 
their activity, are thofe which are moft fought 
after by thefe favages, and which they preter 
to all others, efpecially in their expeditions 
and combats. It is not poffible to draw any 
certain information from them refpedting 
their manner of preparing that poifon which 
they .extract from ferpents: it is a fecret 
which they fo carefully conceal, that all I 
can affirm concerning it is, that it operates 
very f{peedily ; and I often had occafion to 
make experiments with it. I am however 

i. inclined 
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inclined to think that, as it grows old, this 
poifon lofes much of its ftrength, notwith- 
ftanding the trial made of it in the king’s 
garden at Paris, the fuccefs of which may 
be warranted. But thefe poifons, as I have 
already faid, do not refemble one another: 
that which Mr. Condamine brought with 
him, on his return from Peru, does not efta- 
blifh a law for Africa. Befides, it is an ex- 
periment which might eafily be repeated in 
the prefence of fcientific men; fince I have 
in my collection, befides other arms, a quiver 
filled with thefe arrows, which I took from 
one of the Bofhmen Hottentots, during an 
action in which I faved my own life at the 
expence of his. 

Their bows are proportioned to their ar- 
rows, and are not above two feet and a half, 
or at moft three feet, in length: the {tring is 
formed of inteftines. 

The affagay is generally a very feeble wea- 
pon in the hands of a Hottentot; but, be- 
fides this, as its length renders it not dange- — 
rous, for it may be feen cleaving the air, it 
is not difficult to avoid it. Beyond the dif-' 
tance of forty paces, the perfon who darts it 
is not fure of his aim, although the Hotten- 

tots 


AFRICA. 69 


tots are able to throw it much farther: it is 
only in a clofe engagement that it can be of 
any utility. It has the fame fhape as a lance 
in every other country ; but as it is intended 
to be thrown at the enemy, or at animals, 
the wood of thofe ufed in Africa is much 
lighter and weaker, and continues diminifh- 
ing in thicknefs to the extremity oppofite to 
the iron point. 

The ufe of thefe weapons is very ill under- 
ftood ; for the warrior who wields them with 
the greateft {kill is alfo the fooneft difarmed. 
The Gonaquas, and all the other Hottentots, 
never carry but one; and the embarrafiment 
which they generally caufe, as well as the 
little advantage they derive from them, fuf- 
ficiently prove that they are not their fa- 
vourite means of defence; which may lead 
us to conclude that bows and arrows are the 
natural and proper arms of a Hottentot. I 
have feen fome of them that difplayed much 
addre{fs in throwing the aflagay ; but the 
greater part of them are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with it. The cafe however is not the 
‘fame with the Caffres, who have no other 
weapons ; but of thefe I fhall fpeak here- 
after. 

3 Such 
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Such are the means for attacking or de- 
fending ufed by fome of the favage nations 
of Africa. ‘They may perhaps incite the in- — 
dignation of an European, and induce him 
to tax thefe people with barbarity; but it 
muit be remembered that the Europeans, be~ 
fore they employed that terrible thunder 
which in a moment caufes {fo much devafta- 
tion and ruin, had no other arms but thofe 
made of fteel, and knew alfo the method of 
fending a double death to the enemy. 

The Hottentots have not the leaft notion 
of the elements of agriculture; they neither 
fow nor plant, nor do they ever reap any 
crop. All that Kolben has faid refpeCting 
their manner of cultivating the earth, of ga- 
thering in their grain, and of churning their 
butter, concerns the planters only, and the 
Hottentots in their fervice. The favages 
drink their milk as nature gives it; and if 
they conceived a tafte for agriculture, to- 
bacco and the vine would undoubtedly be 
the principal objects of their. attention: for 
fmoking and drinking are their ruling plea- 
fures ; and all, whether old or young, mar- 
ried or unmarried, are much addicted to 
both, 

When 
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When they choofe to give themfelves the 
trouble, they make an intoxicating liquor, 
compofed of honey and a certain root, which 
they fuffer to ferment in a proper quantity of 
water. This liquor, which is a kind of hy- 
dromel, is not their ufual beverage, nor do 
they ever keep a ftock of it by them. What- 
ever they have, they drink all at once, and 
frequently regale themfelves in this manner 
at certain periods. 

They fmoke the leaves of a plant which 
they name dagha, and not daka, as fome au- 
thors have written. This plant is not indi- 
genous ; it isthe hemp of Europe. Itis cul- 
tivated by fome of the planters; and when 
they have dried the leaves, they fell them to 
the Hottentots, or exchange them for oxen. 
There are fome of the favages who prefer 
thefe leaves to tobacco; but the greater 
part of them are fond of mixing both toge- 
ther. | 

They fet lefs value on the pipes brought 
from Europe than on thofe which they fa- 
bricate themfelves; the former appear to 
them to be too fmall. For making thefe 
. pipes they employ the bamboo reed, baked 
earth, or a foft kind of ftone, which they. 
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cut and {coop out to a confiderable depth, 
without breaking it. They generally make 
them very large; for the more they are capa- 
ble of containing, the more valuable they 
are. - I have feen fome, the fhanks of which 
had an orifice of more than an inch in dia- 
meter. 

None of the men among the Gonaquas 
give themfelves up peculiarly to any kind 
of labour, in order to gratify the whims of 
others. The woman who wifhes to repofe 
foftly, makes her own mats; the want of a 
drefs forms a tailor; and the hunter who is 
defirous of having fure weapons, depends only 
upon thofe which he forges himfelf: in fhort, 
a lover is the fole archite&t of the hut in 
which he intends to conceal the charms of 
his female companion. 

I muft confefs that more intelligence and 
more art may be found among other nations. 
The only utenfils known in this country are 
formed of a kind of earthen ware exceed- 
ingly brittle, and are almoft all fhaped alike. 
The Gonaquas feldom boil their meat, as 
they prefer it roafted or broiled. Their pot- 
tery is deftined for the purpofe of melting 
greafe, which they afterwards preferve in ca- 

libafhes, 
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libafhes, bags made of fheep’s. kins, or in 
bladders. 

Though they rear abundance of fheep and 
oxen, they feldom kill the latter, unlefs fome 
accident happens to them, or old age has 
rendered them unfit for fervice. ‘Their prin- 
cipal nourifhment, therefore, is the milk of 
their ewes and cows; befides which, they 
have the produce of their hunting excur- 
fions; and from time to time they kill a 
fheep. To fatten their animals they em- 
ploy a procefs, which, though not practifed 
in Europe, is no lefs efficacious; and has 
this peculiar advafitage, that it requires no 
care. ‘They bruife, between two flat ftones, 
thofe parts which we deprive them of by the 
knife; and when thus comprefied they ac- 
quire in time a prodigious bulk, and be- 
come a moft delicate morfel, when they 
have refolved to facrifice the animal. 

The cuftom of breeding oxen for war is 
not practifed in this part of Africa. I ob- 
ferved no veftige of it in any of thofe places 
through which I paffed. It is peculiar to 
the Grand Nimiquas; and I fhall {peak of it 
when I come to give an account of thefe 
people. The oxen which the Hottentots 

rear 


"4. TRAVELS “IN 
rear are ufed only in tranfporting their bag- 
gage, when they quit one place inorder to 
eftablith themfelves in another; the re- 
mainder are deflined for procuring them ne- 
ceflaries by barter. | 
Thofe oxen which they intend for carry- 
ing burdens muft be broke and trained very 
early to this fervice; otherwife they would 
become abfolutely untractable. Qn this ac- 
count, when the animal is {till young, they 
pierce the cartilage which feparates the no= 
ftrils, and thruft through the hole a piece of 
{tick about eight or ten inches in length, 
and almoft an inch in dianféfer. To fix this 
ftick, and to prevent it from dropping, they | 
fecure it with a leathern thong, which is faft- 
ened to both its ends. This curb, which 
ferves to ftop and reftrain the animal, is left 
in this pofition as long as it continues in life. 
When the ox has attained to its full ftrength, 
or nearly fo, they begin by accuftoming it to 
endure a leathern girth, which they bind 
clofer from time to time, without incom- 
moding it; and they carry this to fuch a 
degree, that any other animal with which 
the fame precautions might not be taken, 
would be ftifled by it, and inftantly perith, 
Some 
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Some light burthens are then placed upon it, 
fuch as hides, mats, &c; and thus, by gra 
dually and infenfibly increafing the load, 
they render it fit to carry and retain on its 
back the weight of three hundred pounds 
and more; which is in nowife troublefome 
to it when on a journey. 

Their manner of loading an ox is very 
fimple. A man placing him{felf before the 
animal, lays hold of the thong affixed to the 
{mall flick that paffes through its noftrils.s 
and this method renders the moft furious 
calm and peaceable. Some {kins are thrown 
ever its back, to prevent it from being hurt; 
and in proportion as they lay on the effects 
which are to compofe the load, two robuft 
Hottentots, ftanding one on each fide, ar- 
range and fecure them by a leather girth, 
which goes feveral times round by pafling 
under the animal’s belly. Thefe girths are 
often above twenty yards in length; and, to 
faften them more clofely each time it paffes 
round the load, thefe men prefs their knees 
againft the animal’s fides; while one fees, 
with no lefs aftonifhment than pain, the poor 
brute, with its belly reduced to lefs than its 
ordinary fize, endure this torture, and march 


along 
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along with the utmoft compofure. The 
Hottentots, who are not acquainted with the 
ufe of horfes, often mount thefe oxen ; and 
even in the colonies they are fometimes em- 
ployed by the inhabitants for the fame pur- 
pofe. The motion of an ox is véry gentle, 
e{fpecially when it trots; and I have feen 
fome, which, trained entirely for riding, were 
not inferior in {peed to the fleeteft horfe. 7 
The tafk of milking the cows and the 
ewes belongs to the women: and, as they 
never beat or torment them, they are fur- 
prifingly tractable; itis never neceflary to tie 
them. It'muft be obferved that a cow in 
Africa never gives milk when her calf dies, 
or is feparated from her: the Hottentots, 
therefore, carefully avoid thefe misfortunes, 
which would render the mother ufelefs, and 
leflen their moft valuable refource. The in- 
ftinc& which prompts the cow to retain her 
milk until her calf has fucked her, is no lefs 
remarkable; but on thefe occafions the Hot- 
tentots employ an eafy method, generally 
practifed, however difgufting it may- be. 
Whilft a woman, fquatted down, holds the 
animal’s teat, another blows with great vio- 
lence into her vagina; her belly then {wells 
prodigioufly, 
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prodigioufly, fo that fhe can no longer keep 
back her milk, but fuffers it to flow in abun- 
dance. 

If a calf happens to die, they preferve its 
fkin very carefully, and with much addrefs 
deceive the fimple inftinct of nature. They 
wrap it round the body of another calf; and, 
feduced by this artifice, the mother conti- 
nues to yield her milk: but this ftratagem 
f{eldom fucceeds beyond the {pace of a month. 
It is a real lofs to a proprietor when a calf 
die?; for, if it lives, the cow never ceafes to 
give milk till within fix weeks of her bring- 
ing forth again. 

The African cows are abfolutely the fame 
{pecies as thofe of Europe, and differ in no 
circumi{tance whatever; but, according as the 
different cantons are good or bad, they ap- 
pear fatter or leaner. In general they give 
very little milk; thofe which furnith three 
or four pints a day are extraordinary pheno- 
mena. It appears that milk, one of the moft 
agreeable gifts of nature, becomes {carcer, 
and dries up almoft entirely, the more one 
approaches the warmeft countries. I re- 
member that at Surinam, not far from the 
Line, a cow which gave three or four pints 
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was accounted a wonder: what ftill ferves to 
confirm the truth of my affertion is, that 
even at the Cape, in the rainy feafon, when 
the atmofphere is cooleft, more milk is ob- 
tained; and the contrary is the cafe when 
the warm weather returns. It is then alfo 
that the feafon moft dangerous for thefe ani- 
mals commences; and when they are fubjec 
to four deftructive maladies, which occafion 
dreadful devaftation among the herds. 

The firft, called at the Cape /am-/ikfe, is 


a real palfy, which comes on all of a fudden; 


and though fat, and to appearance in per- 
fect health, thefe animals are obliged to re- 
main in a lying pofture, and they generally 
die in fifteen days. As foon as the diftemper 
appears, thofe which are {till free from the 
infection are fent out of the country; and, 
as there is no remedy for this plague, 


the planters deftroy thofe attacked by it’; 


and this they do with the more readinefs, 


as they have no averfion to eat the difeafed 
fleth: above all, they make no difficulty in 
giving it to their flaves and Hottentots, who 

in their tafte are ftill lefs delicate. 
Another difeafe, the tong-fikte, is a pro- 
digious {welling of the tongue, which then 
fills 


ACK RE 1 C. A. "9 


fills the whole mouth and throat; and the 
animal is every moment in danger of being 
choaked. This diforder is more terrible in 
its confequences than the other, though it 
is not incurable; but the remedy for it is 
fo little known, and fo badly adminiftered, 
that it feldom operates with fuccefs. Thofe, 
therefore, which appear to be in a defperate 
fituation, are killed, in order that their flefh 
and {kins may not be loft. 

The klaw-fikte attacks the feet of oxen, 
caufes them to {well prodigioufly, and often 
products a fuppuration: the hoof drops off ; 
and when the animal walks, if one fees it 
behind, it feems as if it wore flippers. It 
may readily be fuppofed that, while in fuch 
a fituation, great care is taken not to remove 
it from its place. It is, indeed, fuffered to 
remain at reft as long as the malady conti- 
nues: it 1s an inconvenience not attended 
with any danger, and which terminates ge- 
nerally in a fortnight. 

This, however, is not the cafe with re- 
{pect to the /pong-/ikte, a terrible fcourge 
among horned cattle, and very alarming 
even for thofe of the hordes. This plague, 
which fpares nothing, caufes fpeedy deftruc- _ 
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tion ; and happy is he who does not lofe by it 
the half of his herd, It is a kind of leprofy, 
that may be communicated in an inftant ; and 
the flefh of fuch animals as are attacked by 
it, fwells in an extraordinary manner, and 
grows {pongy and livid. One would fay 
that it was bruifed, and in a ftate of decom- 
pofition: it becomes filled with a reddifh 
vifcous humour; and is fo difgufting, that 
even dogs will not approach it. As foon as 
it is fufpected that the firft fymptoms of 
this peftilence have appeared, if care has not 
been taken to remove thofe animals which 
are not yet infected, whatever health or 
ftrength they may enjoy, they cannot efcape 
it. 

Such are the principal diforders which, 
by their periodical ravages, eftablifh between 
the increafe and the mortality of the cattle 
of Africa, a balance that obitrudts their pro- 
{perity, and without which thefe paftoral 
people, very temperate in their manner of 
living, would foon become rich and power- 
ful. 

The fheep which the favages breed in the 
eaftern parts are of a fpecies known under 


the name of the Cape fhecp.. They have ac- 
quired 
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Guired confiderable reputation from the fize 
of their tails; but this has been greatly ex- 
aggerated: their ordinary weight 1s not above 
four or five pounds. During my refidence 
at the Cape ‘Town, one of thefe animals was 
carried from houfe to houfe as a wonder ; 
and yet its tail, though much admired, did 
not weigh more than nine pounds and ahalf. 
It is abfolutely nothing elfe but a lump of 
‘fat, which has this peculiarity, that when 
melted it never acquires the confiftency of 
that found in other parts of the animal; it is 
a kind of congealed oil, which the Hottentots 
_ prefer to any other for their unctions, and for 
applying that powder which they call dou- 
ghou. The planters employ it alfo in fry- 
ing certain kinds of meat. When mixed 
with other greafy fubftances, it becomes 
hard like butter, and is fubftituted for ir, 
efpecially in fuch cantons of the colony as 
are too dry for breeding cows. On this ac- 
count it is called, in the fertile parts of the 
country, in pleafantry and by way of deri- 
fion, the butter of fuch or fuch a place: 
at the Cape, for example, it is called the 
butter of Swart-/and, a dry canton in w ‘hich 
milk is exceedingly fcarce. 
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The dry and burnt parts are fit only for 
goats, which are always of a fine breed. Their 
fize varies according to the different cantons; 
but, in general, they are every where excel- 
lent, and produce as much milk as the cows. 
They bring forth young twice a year, like 
fheep; the latter for the moft part bring two 
at a time; but the goats three, and very often 
four. 

The Hottentots are not acquainted with 
hogs, and even the European planters dif- 
dain to breed them. I have however feen 
fome of them in particular cantons, where 
they are fuffered to multiply and to live un- 
confined. To catch them one muft purfue 
them, and kill them with a fufee. 

Poultry are not efteemed among the Hot- 
tentots; befides, they could not rear them, 
were they defirous to do it; for, as they 
never fow, they have no kind of grain. _ 

The roots which they principally make 
ufe of, are confined to a very {mall number, 
They never boil them, as they think them 
better when eat raw; and indeed experience 
convinced me that they are not in the wrong, - 
_ That which I preferred, known under the 
Hottentot name of kamero, is fhaped like a 
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fhdith, and is as large asa melon. It has a 
moft {weet and agreeable tafte, and is excel- 
lent for allaying thirft ; a wonderful precau- 
tion of nature, in a fcorching climate, where 
one is in danger of perifhing at every ftep; 
and where, at certain feafons, there is not a 
fingle {pring at which one could drink, 
Though very common, this root is not ea- 
fily found, becaufe at the period of its perfect 
maturity, its leaves becoming withered and 
dry, drop off; and to procure it one muft 
have remarked the fpot before. But by be« 
ing a little accuftomed to the country, people 
may foon learn to diftinguith the places where 
it chiefly grows. 

When opprefied by the heat and fatigues 
of the day, having my mouth and throat 
parched, and my body covered with {weat 
and duft, panting for breath, deprived 
of the friendly fhade, and fcarcely able to 
fupport my own weight, I wifthed to find 
fome infectious marfh; and in that all my 
vows were centered—when my vain re- 
fearches, and the unceafing intenfity of the 
fun, had at length deprived me of all hopes— 
how often then did I congratulate myfelf 
upon a precaution which more than one ele- 
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eant Midas, from relations publithed with- 
out my confent, have turned into ridicule, as 
well as my cock; becaufe, among other 
filly things, for example, finding always wa- 
ter in the Seine, they cannot conceive why 
that river does not extend to the defarts of 
Africa, but confines its courfe to a very fmall 
| portion of the earth ;, and how one can die 
of thirft or hunger, when the markets in the 
capital are every where fupplied and abound 
with provifions of all kinds—I fay how much 
_ did I congratulate myfelf on poffeffing in my 
- \domeftic animals, in appearance the moft 
‘ufelefs, fo excellent guards, and friends fo 
neceflary to my prefervation ! ‘ 

{n thefe critical moments my faithful Kees 
never quitted my fteps; and when we lefe 
our carriages, even for a moment, the force 
of his inftinét foon conducted him to fome 
of thefe plants: but as the tuft which no 
longer exifted rendered all his tumbling ufe- 
lefs, he dug up the earth with his fore paws. 
This refource however would have been far. 
from fatisfying his impatient avidity, had E 
not gone to his affiftance with my poniard ; 
and on thefe occafions we honeftly fhared the 
valuable fruit which he difcovered. 

I found 
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I found an equal relief in two other roots 
of the fize of one’s finger, but exceedingly 
long. Thefe roots were {weet and tender ; 
and, as they had fomething of the {mell of 
fennel and anife, I gave them the preference 
whenever I was fo fortunate as to find them: 
they are to be met with in the colonies, 
where they are known, one under the name 
of anys-wortel, and the other under that of 
vinkel-wortel. 

In the rocky cantons there grows a kind 
of potato, which the favages call haa-nap: 
itis of an irregular figure, and contains a 
milky juice exceedingly fweet. ‘To extract 
the milk nothing more is necefiary but to 
fuck this kind of pulp. I often tried to boil 
it; but I always found it of lefs value, as 
well as all the reft, becaufe too quick a de- 
compofition of the delicate fubftance which 
evaporates, changes its nature, and leaves 
what remains very infipid. Some other 
roots, when roafted. under the atfhes like 
cheftnuts, approached very near to them in» 
tafte. The wild fruits of this country are 
very few in number. I never found any 
thing of the kind but a few fhrubs, the ber- 
ties of which were fo bad that they could 
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have tempted none but children : thus ours, 
in the heart of the country, regale themfelves 
nobly on the produce of the hedges that fur 
round our highways. Some of thefe wild 
fruits have a purgative quality, and are good 
for nothing elfe, 

Though unacquainted with more than 
one interefting part of natural hiftory, I 
fhould have thought myfelf highly culpable 
in climates fo remote, and countries never 
before traverfed, to neglect any occafion of _ 
ftudying thofe new objects with which I faw 
myfelf continually furrounded, I confefs 
that I was entirely ignorant of botany; but 
I did not however fail to make fome re- 
fearches relating to that fcience, which, 
though it neither fpeaks to the heart, nor | 
conveys any fentiment to the mind, has for 
its objet beneficence, and a defire of being 
-ufeful to man, When I found any bulbous 
plants or fhrubs, the flowers and fruits of 
which attra¢ted my attention, I was very 
careful to get poffeffion of them, and I pre- 
ferved alfo the feeds. In my various en- 
campments I had even improved fo much, 
that I was capable of comparing different 
vegetable productions, and of obferving the 

| relation 
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relation which they bore one to another. 
This ftudy, which I found very agreeable, 
gave me an opportunity of changing my 
amufements ; and on returning from one of 
my excurfions to the Cape Town I had 
formed a colleGtion fo valuable, that Mr. 
Percheron, the French agent at the Cape, 
fent it, in my name, for the king’s garden, 
addreffed to that refpeCtable family whofe 
name I dare not mention; but whom Nature, 
by revealing to them her fweeteft fecrets, and 
entrufting them with the particular care of 
her hidden treafures, hath ranked among her 
deareft favourites. Thefe plants however 
did not reach the place of their deftination : 
1 was informed by the French agent that 
the vefiel on board which they were, perifhed 
at fea. Iwas more fortunate with regard to 
the drawings I had made, and which I brought 
along with me. Aneminent botanift affured 
me that he was unacquainted with the greater 
part of the plants which they reprefented. 
I fhall lay them before the public hereafter. 

I now return to details which are eafier 
and within my reach, I mean thofe refpect- 
ing my dear Gorfaquas. ' 

By ue looking at thefe favages, it would 
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be difficult to guefs their age. Old people 


indeed appear wrinkled, and the extremities 
of their hair are a little greyith, but it never 
turns white entirely ; and I prefume that 
they are very old at feventy. 

Thefe favages meafure the year by the 
epochs of drought and rainy weather. ‘This 
divifion is common to all the inhabitants of 
the tropical regions, and it is fubdivided into 
moons; but they never count the days if 
they exceed ten, that is to fay the number of 
their fingers. Beyond that, they mark the 
_ day or the time by fome remarkable epoch ; 
for example, an extraordinary ftorm, an ele- 
phant killed, an infe€tious diftemper among 
the cattle, an emigration, &c. The different 
parts of the day they diftinguith by the courfe 


of the fun; and they will tell you, pointing with | 


their finger, he was there when I departed, 
and 4ere when I arrived. This method ts far 
from belag exact; but, notwithftanding its 
were of “precifion, it is almoft fufficient for 
-thefe people, who having no appointments 
of gallaatry; no law-fuits to attend, no perfi- 
dies to commit, no fcandal to propagate, no 
oceafion ™meanly to cringe before ignorant 
atrons; and. no Rew play to damn, calmly 


behold 


 o. 


A RRRE A. 89 


behold the fun finith his courfe, and are un- 
der very little uneafinefs whether twenty 
thoufand clocks bring mifery to one and hap- 
pinefs to another. 

When the Hottentots are fick, befides 
the ligatures already mentioned, they have 
recourfe to:fome medicinal plants with which 
their ufual practice makes them acquainted. 
There are fome men among them of more 
knowledge than others in this refpect, and 
whom they confult; but as there is no {ci- 


“ence more occult than medicine, and as 


internal diforders do not {peak to the eyes 
in a ftriking manner, they are very much 


embarraffed how to treat them; they how- 


ever impofe as much as we upon fome victims 
by their grimace, and clearly demonftrate, 
after the patient is dead, that his difeafe was 
incurable. They are more fuccefsful in 
drefling and treating wounds, and even in 
reducing luxations or fractures: it is extreme- 
ly rare to fee a lame Hottentot. 

A fenfe of delicacy in thefe favages makes 
them keep themfelves feparate from others 
when they are fick. ‘They are then feldom 
feen, and it would appear that they are 
afhamed of having loft their health. It in- 
deed never enters the thoughts of a Hotten- 

a tot 
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tot to expofe himfelf in public for the pur- 
pofe of exciting pity and procuring relief ; 
this is a forced method, but ufelefs in a 
country where every body is compafiionate. 

They have no idea of bleeding, nor of the 
advantage which we derive from it. I do 
not even believe that there is one perfon 
amongft them who would voluntarily fub- 
mit to this operation; but, with regard to 
the Hottentots of the colonies, as they are 
accultomed to the European manners, they 
have alfo received their difeafes and adopted 
their remedies. 

‘The operation performed by their phyfi- 
cians, of which the famous Kolben fpeaks, 
and the cuftom which he afcribes to the 
Hottentots of the defart, of confulting the 
entrails of fheep, fufpending the caul of the 
animal from the patient’s neck, leaving it 
there to rot, and other tales of the like kind, 
were undoubtedly written for the vulgar, and 
are at beft calculated only to amufe the igno- 
rant. Where there is neither religion nor 
worfhip, there can be no fuperftition. It is 
(till lefS agreeable to truth, that in the horde 
thefe pretended phyficians hold a rank fupe- 
rior to that of their priefts. To be more 

‘excl. 
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exact, the Hottentots are acquainted neither 
with phyficians, diftin@ion of rank, nor 
priefts; and their language has no word to 
exprefs any of thefe things. 

To be fenfible how far this vifionary fuf- 
fered himfelf to be led away by his imagi- 
nation, we need only read in his work, that 
a Hottentot phyfician employed Roman vi- 
triol to cure a perfon attacked by the le- 
profy. How is it poffible that thefe favages 
fhould be acquainted with this falt, which 
is not found in their country, fince it is 
produced by a chemical operation ? To give 
an air of probability to fuch abfurdities, it 

would be neceflary at leaft to fuppofe fome 
- knowledge amongft thefe people, and to 
Jend them our arts, our alembics, our fur- 
naces, and all our apparatus of pharmacy. 

When a Hottentot dies, he is buried in his 
worft krofs, and the limbs are difpofed in 
fuch a manner that the body is entire- 
ly covered. ‘The relations then tranfport 
it to a certain diftance from the horde, and 
depofiting it in a pit dug for this purpofe, 
and which is never deep, cover it with earth, 
and then with ftones, if any are.to be found 
in the neighbourhood, Such a mauioleum 
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proves but a very weak defence againft the 
attacks of the jackal and the hyena: the 
body indeed is foon dug up, and devoured. 

However badly this laft duty may be dif- 
charged, the Hottentots are not much to be 
blamed, when we call to mind the funeral 
ceremonies of the ancient and celebrated 
Parfis, ftill attached to the cuftom of expof- 
ing their dead on the tops of high towers, 
or in open cemeteries, in order that the crows 
and the vultures may feed upon them, and 
carry them away in morfels. 

A. Hottentot, when he refpectfully de- 
pofits in the earth the lifelefs remains of his 
father or his friend, leaves to the falts, and 
diffolving juices which they contain, the 
care of decompofing the body quietly and 
at leifure: if he does not always fucceed 
according to his expectation, and if he does 
not find the afhes of what was moft dear to 
him, he is plunged in grief, and by his la- 
mentations fufficiently fhews his affectionate 
difpofition, and the great humanity of his 
character. | 

When it is the chief of a horde that they 
have loft, their religious ceremonies are in- 
creafed; that is to fay, the heap of ftones 

and 
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and earth, under which he is buried, is i, 
greater fize, and more apparent. 

If the deceafed was a perfon highly ef- 
teemed, the family are in great gricf and 
confternation; the night is {pent in cries, 
and howlings, mixed with imprecations 
againft death ; while the friends who arrive 
augment this noife, which, at a diftance, one 
would take for the intoxication of joy, or 
the fhrieks of defpair. The figns of their grief 
are not however equivocal to thofe who live 
in the midft of them: Ihave feen fome of 
them fhed bitter tears, and in great abun- 
dance. 

Dr. Sparmann fays he was witnefs to a 
fcene in the colonies, which he relates in the 
following manner: ‘* Two old women fhook 
“‘ and beat with their fifts one of their coun- 
“‘trymen, who was either dying or already 
‘* dead, while they loudly poured forth re- 
“¢ proaches, or confoling expreffions, clofe to 
‘¢ his ear.” We mutt not allow ourfelves to. 
be deceived by a tale of this ‘kind. «Had 
thefe women been convinced that the young 
man was dead, they would have certainly 
exprefied their affe€tion without that fhak- 
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ing and thofe blows: but thefe movements, 
which the Doétor confiders as the convulfive 
agitations of defpair, were only a method of 
fupplying the want of {pirituous liquors, 
which people have recourfe to in Europe, to 
clear up a very difficult doubt, and which 
the Hottentots are deprived of. ‘The violent 
agitation, employed by the two old women, 
is an efficacious remedy that produces good 
effects, fince Dr. Sparmann adds, that it revived 
the patient. 

The fmall pox, which has fo often ra- 
vaged the kraals of the Hottentots in the co- 
lonies, never made its appearance but once 
among the Gonaquas. As this difeafe then 
{wept away more than the half of their people, 
they dread it fo much, and it infpires them 
with fo great horror, that, on the firft news 
of its breaking out in the colonies, they 
abandon every thing, and fly to the bofom 
of the defarts. Wretched then is the con- 
dition of thofe whom they fufpect to be ins 
fected. Convinced that there is no remedy 
for this dreadful plague, whether it be a pa- 
rent, a wife, or a child, that is fick, the voice 


of nature appears to become filent. They 
abandon 
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abandon them to their unhappy fate, fo that 
they die of hunger, if not by the virulence 
of the diftemper. 

This terror, fo natural among a favage 
people, is in no manner repugnant to that 
fincere affeCtion and purity of manners by 
which they are diftinguifhed. The picture 
of the devaftation of their hordes, always 
prefent to their imaginations, is a fufficient 
motive to induce them for a moment to 
forget the moft facred duties; but one is 
fhocked to read in old authors, and to hear a 
modern traveller repeat after them, that the 
Hottentots, when they take it into their 
heads to change their refidence, abandon, 
without pity and without regret, their old 
men, and every thing that is ufelefs to them, 
orthat might tend to retard their march. This 
affertion ought not to be adduced as a rule, 
or a general cuftom: unlefs they find them- 
{elves in fuch fatal and urging circumftances 
as that of which I have juft now fpoken, or 
in war, what motives could make them 
haften rather than retard their journey? Be- 
fides, I can never allow mytelf to think that 
a Hottentot can act in this manner without 
long experiencing the deepeft regret. 

4 When 
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When they are attacked by an enemy fu- 
perior in number, and when they are inca- 
pable of repelling force by force, they dif- 
perfe and conceal themfelves in the beft 
manner -poffible; and this is the only ras 
tional method that they can purfue. When 
furprifed by the enemy, they are compelled, 
much againft their inclination, to leave be- 
hind them their old people, their fick, and 
fuch ftragelers and others as cannot follow 
them. What man then is there fo little ac- 
quainted with the difaftrous confequences of | 
war, as to make it criminal in a Hottentot 
to yield to a neceflity, under which an Eu- 
ropean even would be forced to bend ? 

I will go fll farther, and’I am not afraid 
of faying all that I know. ‘The favages do 
not hefitate to have recourfe to the fame ex- 
pedient in the time of a famine—a misfor- 
tune no lefs formidable than the fmall pox 
and war, when they are attacked by it. In 
fuch a cafe, deferting a few individuals, 
whom indeed they could not fave, becomes 
a facrifice neceflary for the prefervation of 
the whole: even thofe who fly are not cer- 
tain of efcaping the general fcourge. More 
than three fourths perifh by the way, in the 
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midft of the fands and the rocks, tormented 
by thirft, and exhaufted by hunger; while 
the few that furvive are obliged to make 
long marches before they can find the {mall- 
eft affiftance. 

Such are the three motives that make the 
Hottentots commit a barbarity to which they 
find themfelves impelled by a force {upe- 
rior to affection or a fenfe of duty. In tintid 
and fimple hearts nature can do nothing: 
but though its influence be fufpended for a 
moment, it is no lefs powerful or great ; and 
public calamities, among people unacquaint- 
ed with the combinations of our arts, and 
who have no means of alleviating them but 
by a fudden flight, ought not to be the 
touchftone by which we try them, nor the 
rule by which they are to be judged. 

Thofe indifpenfable emigrations, to which 
they are compelled by the difference of the 
feafons, will not, I hope, be brought as a 
fourth example of their barbarity. When 
an extraordinary drought has dried up all 
the {prings as well as the furrounding lakes, 
when a fcorching fun has withered the paf- 
tures, or when an infectious diftemper has 
broken out among the cattle in the neigh- 
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bourhood, either of thefe caufes obliges them 
to change their habitation; but this ne- 
ceflary removal is always made with the 
ereateft tranquillity, and without confufion, | 
though with expedition. They firft fend 
off their flocks, and then place the old and 
infirm on the backs’of oxen; no perfon 1s 
left behind; the valuable effects are before ; 
and all peaceably purfuing their journey, 
erect huts, and eftablifh themfelves in the 
firft place that is fuitable to their manner of 
living, and to their wants. I have often - 
-met hordes who had been under the necef- 
fity of quitting their refidence for fome of 
the above réafons, and I always found that 

_ they were attended by the old and the fick. 
_ How often, by means of a few rolls of to- 
bacco, and more {fo by a few glafles of brandy, 
which revived thefe poor favages, and bright- 
ened up their countenances with a fmile, 
have I enjoyed the fatisfa&tion of feeing 
_ them thed tears of gratitude ! and when fe- 
parating from them, and purfuing my way, 
Tarrived the fame or next day at the fpot — 
they had left, though I examined the whole 
neighbourhood with the greateft care, I 
found no traces of that infenfibility with 
which 
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which they have been accufed: All the 
huts had been carried away; and their effects 
and domeftic animals had followed them. 

The children, and, failing them, the neareft 
relations of the deceafed, take pofleffion of 
whatever is left; but the quality of a chief 
is not hereditary. He is always appointed 
by the horde, and his power is limited. 
Though poffeffed of power fufficient to en< 
able him to do good to whomfoever he 
pleafes, he has no power to do hurt; he 
bears no external mark of diftinGiion, and 
enjoys no privilege above others, except that 
of being exempted from going in his turn, 
according to cuftom, to keep the flocks in 
the fields. In their councils, his advice pre- 
vails, if it be judged good; if not, no regard 
is paid to it. When they are about to go to 
war, they know neither rank nor divitions, 
neither generals nor captains; all are either 
foldiers or colonels. Each attacks or de- 
fends after his own manner; the moft in- 
trepid march in the van; and, when victory 
declares itfelf, they do not beftow upon one 
man the honour of an aétion which has 
proved fuccefsful by the courage of all: it 
is the whole nation that triumph. 
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Of all the people whom I ever faw, the 
Gonaquas are the only nation that can be 
confidered as free; but they will perhaps be 
foon obliged to remove to a greater diftance, . 
or receive laws from the Dutch government. 
All the land to the eaft being in general good, 
the planters endeavour to extend their pof- 
feffions in that quarter as much as they can; 
and their avarice doubtlefs will fome day 
fucceed. . Mifery muft then be the portion 
of thefe happy and peaceable people; and 
every trace of their liberty will be deftroyed 
by maflacres and invafions. Thus have all 
thofe hordes mentioned by old authors been 
treated ; and, by being often difmembered 
and weakened, they are now reduced to a 
ftate of abfolute dependance on the Dutch. 
The exiftence of the Hottentots, their names, 
and their hiftory, will therefore in time be 
accounted fabulous; unlefs fome traveller, 
who may poffefs curiofity enough to induce 
him to difcover their remains, fhould have 
the courage to penetrate into the remote 
defarts inhabited by the great Nimiquas, 
where rocks more and more hardened by 
tine, and old and barren mountains, do not 
produce 
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produce a fingle plant worthy to engage the 
attention of the fpeculative botanitft. 

The tribes mentioned by Kolben, under 
the names of the Guajemans and the Koop- 
mans, never exifted but in the imagination. 

The name of Gunjemans, which fignifies 
nothing in the language of the Hottentots, 
muit have been corrupted by fome ignorant 
travelier who wrote it improperly. The | 
name ought to be Goed-mans, compofed of 
two Dutch words that fignify good men, or 
good people; a qualification given by the 
firft planters to all the Hottentots in gene- 
ral, becaufe they found them peaceable and 
obliging. 

The name of Koopmans was alfo given to 
thofe who firft carried on trade by barter. 
Thefe two words fignify,in very good Dutch, 
a merchant or dealer ; but they are no more 
applicable to one nation than to another. 
Thus the traveller, not comprehending the 
languages of thofe countries which he tra-~ 
verfes, retains their expreflions imperfectly, 
writes them {till worfe, and forms the name 
of a favage horde from a barbarifm. The 
manners of foreign nations, and every thing 
that concerns them, can never be accurately 
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defcribed, unlefs one be capable of fpeaking 
different languages. 

Had the authors, for example, who have 
advanced that the Hottentots worfhip the 
moon, comprehended the meaning of the 
words which they chant whilft the difplays 
her light, they would have obferved that 
they addrefs neither prayers, invocations, nor 
homage to that peaceful luminary. They 
would have known that the fubje@ of thefe 
fongs is always fome adventure that has 
happened between them and the neighbour- 
ing horde; and that, equally ready as the 
negroes, they can fing a whole night on one 
fubje@, by repeating the words a thoufand 
times over. They prefer the night to the 
day for this purpofe, becaufe it is cooler, 
and invites them to dancing and to pleafure. 

When they are defirous of indulging in 
this amufement, they join hands, and forma 
circle of greater or lefs extent, in proportion 
to the number of male and female dancers, 
who are always mixed with a kind of fym- 
metry. When this chain is made, they turn 
round from one fide to another, feparating at 
certain intervals to mark the meafure; and 
from time to time clap their hands without 

interrupting 
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interrupting the cadence, while with their 
- voices they accompany the found of the in- 
ftruments, and continually chant 400, hoo! 
This is the general burden of their fong. 
Sometimes one of the dancers quitting the 
circle, goes to the centre, and there forms 
alone a few fteps after the Englifh manner; 
all the merit and beauty of which confift in 
performing them with equal quicknefs and 
precifion, without ftirring from the fpot 
where he ftands. After this they all quit 
each other’s hands; follow one another care- 
lefsly, with an air of terror and melancholy, 
their heads leaning to one fhoulder, and their 
eyes caft down towards the ground, which 
they look at with attention; and a moment 
after they break forth in the livelieft de- 
monftrations of joy, and the moft extravagant 
merriment. They are highly delighted with 
this contraft, when it is well performed. 
All this is at bottom but an alternate af- 
femblage of very droll and amufing panto- 
mimes. It muft be obferved that the dancers 
make a hollow and monotonous kind of hum- 
ming, which never ceafes but when they 
join the {pectators, to fing the wonderful 
chorus foo, boo! which appears to be the 
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life and foul of this magnificent mufic. 
They ufually conclude with a general ball; 
that 1s to fay, the ring is broken, and they 
all dance in confufion, as each choofes ; and 
upon this occafion they difplay all their 
firength and agility. The moft expert 
dancers repeat, by way of defiance ‘to one 
another, thofe dangerous leaps and mufical 
quivers of our grand academies, which ex- 
cite laughter as defervedly as the hoo hoo of 
Africa. 

The inftruments which are moft efteemed 
on account of their excellence are the goura, 
the joum-joum, the rabouquin, and the rome/pot. 

The goura is fhaped like the bow of a 
favage Hottentot ; it is of the fame fize; and 
a ftring made of inteftines, fixed to one of 
its extremities, is retained at the other by a 
knot in the barrel of a quill, which is flat- 
tened and cleft. This quill being difplayed, 
forms a very long ifofceles triangle, about 
two inches in length; and at the bafe of 
this triangle the hole 1s made that keeps the 
ftring faft, the end of which, drawn back, 1s 
tied at the other end of the bow with a very 
thin thong of leather: this cord may be 
{tretched fo as to have a greater or lefs de- 
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gree of tenfion, according to the pleafure of 
the mufician; but when feveral gouras play 
together, they are never in unifon. Such is the 
firft inftrument of the Hottentots, which one 
would not fuppofe to be a wind initrument, 
though it is undoubtedly of that kind. The 
figure of it may be feen in the eighth plate, 
by the fide of a Hottentot. It is held almoft 
in the fame manner as a hunt{man’s horn, 
with that end where the quill is fixed to- 
wards the performer's mouth, which he 
applies to it, and either by afpiration or 
expiration draws from it very melodious 
tones. The favages, however, who fucceed 
beft on this inftrument, cannot play any re- 
gular tune; they only emit certain twangs, 
like thofe drawn in a particular manner from 
a violin ora violincello. I took great pleafure. 
in feeing one of my attendants, called “John, 
who was accounted an adept, regale for 
whole hours his companions, who, tranf- 
ported and ravifhed, interrupted him every 
now and then by exclaiming, “ Ah! how 
** charming that is! begin that again.” John 
began again; but his fecond performance 
had no refemblance to the firft: for, as I 
have faid, thefe people cannot play any re- 

gular 
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gular tune upon this inftrument, the tones of 
which are only the effect of chance, and of 
the quality of the quill. The beft quills are 
thofe taken from the wings of a certain fpe- 
cies of buftard; and whenever I happened to 
kill one of thefe birds, I was always folicited 
to make a {mall facrifice for the 52.5505 of 
our orcheftra. | 
When a woman plays the goura, it changes 
its name merely becaufe fhe changes the 
manner of ufing it, and it is then transformed 
into a foum-joum. Seated on the ground, fhe 
places it perpendicularly before her, in the 
fame manner as a harp is held in Europe: by 
putting her foot between the bow and the 
ftring, taking care not to touch the latter, 
fhe keeps it firm in that pofition. With the 
right hand fhe grafps the bow in the middle; 
and, while fhe blows with her mouth on the 
quill, fhe ftrikes the firing in different places 
with afmall ftick five or fix inches in length, 
which fhe holds in the other. This produces 
fome variety in the modulation; but the in- 
ftrument muft be brought clofe to the ear, 
before one can catch diftinétly all the degra- 
dations of the found. This manner of hold- 
ing the goura {truck me much, efpecially as 
it 
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it greatly added to the graces of the female 
who performed on it. 

The radouquin is a triangular piece of board, 
with three ftrings made of inteftines, fup- 
ported by a bridge, which may be ftretched 
at pleafure by means of pegs, like thofe of 
our inftruments in Europe; it 1s indeed no 
thing elfe than a guitar with three ftrings. 
Any other perfon but a Hottentot would per- 
haps produce fome mufic from it, and render 
it agreeable: but the latter is contented with 
{tamping it with his fingers; and this he does 
without method and without art, and even 
unintentionally. 

The rome/pet is the moft noify of all the 
inftruments of thefe favages. It is formed 
of a piece of the trunk of a tree made hol- 
low, over one of the ends of which 1s ftretched 
a fheep’s fkin well tanned; on this the per- 
former beats with his hands, or,to {peak more 
accurately, with his fifts, and fometimes even 
with a ftick This inftrument, the found of 
which may be heard at a great diftance, is 
undoubtedly not a mafterpiece of invention ; 
but in every country it is ufual to fupply by 
noife what cannot be obtained from tatfte. 

I have perhaps enlarged too much on the 

dances 
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dances and different inftruments of the Hot- 
tentots. The latter, as may readily be per- 
ceived, are net very curious; but this detail, 
which in fome meafure tends to throw light 
on the manners of thete favages, deferves not _ 
to be negieted. 

Approaching near to Nature, and under 
her immediate protection, the favages have 
no need of our noify and mof* harmonious 
orcheftras to excite them in their feftivals 
to the livelieft demonftrations of pleafure and 
ioy. The confined and monotonous modula- 
tion of their mufic is fufficient; and I believe 
that even without it they would caper equal- 
ly well. 

In his Cour/e of Geographical Leétures one of 
our modern authors, who has made it a rule 
to ftudy men at the fame time that he de- 
{cribes places, obferves, with great fagacity, 
** That in a polifhed {tate dancing and fing- 
ing are two arts; but that in the bofom of 
‘¢ the forefts they are almoft natural figns of 
“concord, friendfhip, tendernefs, and plea- 
** fure. We learn under matters,” adds this 
writer, ** to command our voice, and to 
** move our limbs in cadence; the favage 
*€ has no other inftruétor but his own paf- 

I ** fions, 
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«¢ fions, his own heart, and nature. What he 
“‘ feels we pretend to feel; the favage theres 
‘¢ fore who dances or fings 1s always happy.” 
I have already obferved that the Hotten- 
tots never aflemble to amufe themfelves but 
in the night, as their daily occupations leave 


them no other time. A particular duty be- 


longs to each, which muft be difcharged: 
fome muft continually watch over the flocks 
{cattered throughout the fields, not only to 
prevent them from ftraying, but to protec 
them from the attack of ravenous animals, 
which are continually lying in wait for them; 
others muft keep them clean, and milk them 
twice a day ; fome muft weave mats, and col- 
le& dry wood for their evening fires; and 
others muft provide fubfiftence, and fearch 
for roots. Thefe laft occupations belong 
principally to the women; whilft the men, on 
their part, go a hunting, infpe&t the {nares 
which have been laid in different places, and 
form arrows, and all the other inftruments 
which they have occafion for. Though thefe 
inftruments, and all thofe works that come 
from their hands, are in general coarfe and 
clum{y, they require a good deal of time and 
pains, becaufe they are deftitute of a number 

of 
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of tools neceflary for abridging their labour : 
their ingenuity is much lefs admirable than 
their patience. . 

It would have appeared aftonifhing had 
thefe people whom I fo often frequented, and 
among{t whom I lived fo long, been cunning 
or deceitful enough to conceal their character 
from me fo much, that I fhould never have 
obferved, either in their conduct or manner 
of living, any fign or a& of fuperftition. It 
would be highly improper to confider as reli- 
gious practices certain privations which they 
impofe on themfelves, and which appear alto- 
gether natural and fimple, when one takes 
the trouble of examining them thoroughly. 
For example, they fcarcely ever eat the flefh 
of the hare, or of the antelope called duykers. 
In their opinion, the former is an ugly and 
difeufting animal, and the flefh of the latter 
they confider as too black ;_befides, thefe two 
animals are always exceedingly lean, which 
to them is a fufficient reafon for rejecting it. | 
But a ftriking proof that they deprive them- 
felves of this refource from no chimerical idea, 
is that, in times of fcarcity and want, I have 
feen them think themfelves very happy in 
being able to recur to it, Becaufe a Dutch- 

man 
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man would be difgufted with the fight of a 


plateful of thofe {nails found on vines, or of 
frogs, however well cooked—whilft a French- 
man can make a hearty meal on thefe viands, 
which are far from being delicate—does it 
follow that the difguit of a Batavian ought 
to be confidered as a religious abftinence en- 
joined by the confiftory ! ; 

Before I announce as an effential rite of 
the Hottentots the ceremony of cutting off a 


| joint either of a finger or a toe, and before 


I afcribe to the fame motive their femi-caf- 
tration, it is reafonable to eftablifh the truth 
of thefe two cuftoms. Kolben heard them 
mentioned in the fame manner as many other 


things, but he never procured certain infor- 


mation refpecting them. This he fufficiently 
proves, when he afcribes them to all the 
Hottentots indifcriminately ; which is equally 
falfe as the other affertions of that author. 
Dr. Sparmann falls alfo into a very {trange 
error, when he maintains, in oppofition to 
Kolben, that femi-caftration is no. where 
practifed. Thefe two ceremonies are a@tu- 
ally praCtifed among two hordes fituated to 


the north of the Cape, under the twenty- 


eighth degree of fouth latitude, viz. the 
Gerfiquas 
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Geifiquas and the Koraquas, in whofe country 
I found the giraffes, of which I fhall {peak in 
my fecond voyage. The philofopher Kolben 
affuredly never travelled fo far, except in ima- 
gination. ! 

Dr. Sparmann has doubtlefs fuffered him- 
felf to be deceived refpeting the Gonaquas, 
when he is inclned to believe that thefe 
hordes ufe circumcifion. The planters af- 
firmed this to me as well as to him; and on 
this account I found a powerful temptation 
to doubt the truth of it: but having fince 
had better opportunities than any one of fatif- 
fying myfelf concerning fo important a fad, 
I declare, on the contrary, that this nation, 
and all the Hottentots without exception, 
have the prepuce of a prodigious fize; a 
mark that fufficiently diftinguifhes them 
from ail other favages, and which certainly 
has not been obferved before. 

The cafe is the fame refpe€fing that dif- 
gufting apron of the Hottentot women, 
which has long made a conf{picuous though 
ridiculous figure in hiftory, or rather in the 
fables of the vulgar. Another whim, always 
proceeding from the fame fource, has as 
rathly fuppreffed it; though it is fill fafhion- 

| able 
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able among a certain horde, of whom I thall 
foon have occafion to fpeak. I fay it is fa- 
fhionable; for, inftead of being the gift of 
natures it ought to be confidered as one of 
the moft monftrous refinements ever invented 
by I know not what coquetry, altogether 
peculiar to a certain fmall corner of the _ 
world. a4 
Some old authors have faid that the fami- 
lies of the favages fleep all promifcuoufly to-. 
gether, in the fame hut; and are neither ac- 
quainted with difference of age, nor that in- 
vincible horror which feparates beings con- 
nected by blood. ‘The favages indeed, con- 
fined to what is ftri€tly necefiary, have never 
thought of preferving, under an apparent de- 
cency, all the turpitude of unnatural inclina- 
tions ; and feparate apartments for brother 
and fifter, mother and fon, are not to be 
found among them. But to conclude, be- 
caute they have only one habitation, ene bed, 
and one mat to repofe on, after the labours 
of the day, that they live like the brutes, 
would be to calumniate innocence, and offer 
an infult to nature. There is only one ill- 
informed or malevolent author who has 
fuffered himfelf to give credit to thefe infa- 
Vor. JI. I... MoQus. 
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mous fufpicions—Yes, the whole family in- 
habit the fame hut; the father lies by the fide 
of his daughter, and the mother by the fon ; 
but on the return of Aurora each rifes with 
a pure heart, and without having occafion to 
blufh before the Author of all Beings, or any 
of the creatures whom he has marked with 
the feal of his own refemblance. A favage 
is neither a brute nora barbarian: the real 
monfter is he who fees crimes every where, 
becaufe he fuppofes them ; and who afferts 
their exiftence on the odious teftimony of 
his own confcience. 

I have vifited more than one horde of fa- 
vages ; and I never found any where but mo- 
defty and referve amongft the women, I can 
_add among the men alfo. The author whom — 
I have fo often contradicted pays refpe& to 
_ truth, when he confefles that people would 
judge very erroneoufly, were they to believe 
that, becaufe the favages go naked, they have 
as little modefty as veil; and that it was with 
great difficulty he could find men who, even 
by the temptation of prefents, would conient 
to put afide their jakals, that he might be 
convinced by his own eyes whether they 
were circumciled or not. 


I have 
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I have already faid that too much inter- 
courfe with the whites has ruined and cor- 
rupted their manners; and of the truth of 
this affertion the Hottentots of the colonies 
are a ftriking example: thofe of the defart, 
being nothing different in nature, will per- 
haps yield one day to fedudtion, fhould it hap- 
pen to reach them, and will fuffer themfelves 
to be led away by the force of example. 
When Dr. Forfter, in his Voyage round the 
World with Captain Cook, informs us that 
the women of Eafter Ifles were Jafcivicus 
eourtezans, he does not conceal from us that 
the failors gave themfelves up openly and 
without fhame to the moft infamous debau~ 
chery with them; but we ought to add, with- 
out any hefitation, that the women of ifavage 
nations, once vifited by corrupted Europeans, 
and too well acquainted with their perverfe 
inclinations, proftitute themfelves to all thofe 
who choofe to enjoy them, and gratify their 
tafte, doubtlefs from a dread of the barbarous 
cruelties which the whites are capable of 
committing. 

In all places wherever a defire of in forma- 
tion induced me to enter upon this fubject 
with fuch women as I met in the courfe of 

tg my 
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my travels, I always received one fimple and 
uniform anfwer, which they give to thofe 
who, fufpecting them of inceftuous cohabita- 
tion, wifh to be convinced by their own ac- 
knowledgment : ‘* You compare us then to 
“ brutes,” faid they to me; “ for brufes alone 
‘* are capable of doing what you fay.” : 

I with I may not be deceived—lI believe in 
virtue, for the fake of thofe even who are un- 
acquainted with that word, and who have 
never written voluminous commentaries on 
the idea it contains. ‘This fentiment, innate 
in the heart of man when it has not been 
corrupted by education and example, was 
given him asa fign of his dignity and diftinc- 
tion. Horror at the idea of uniting with his 
own blood, is one of the grandeft character- 
iftics by which the Creator wifhed to feparate 
the human {pecies from the clafs of animals; 
and this infurmountable barrier can be broken | 
only by the moft infamous depravation. 

I dare affirm, then, that if there bea corner 
of the earth where a decency of conduct and 
manners is {till honoured, we muft feek for 
its temple in the bofoms of the defarts. 
Thefe principles the favage has received nei- 
ther from prejudice nor education ; he ts in- 
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debted for them to nature: in him love is a 
very confined want, and he does not convert 
it, as in civilized countries, into a tumultus 
ous paffion, which carries diforder and de- 
ftruGion along with it. In vain fhould I 
attempt, after the example of Buffon, to era~ 
dicate this fever of the mind, this difeafe of 
exalted imaginations. I fhall not break to 
pieces an altar loaded with the rich gifts of 
poets and romance writers; I fhould have too 
powerful antagonifts to combat : and the di- 
vinity who owes his birth to fuch beautiful 
chimeras, would let loofe his yotaries againtt 
me, nor ever forgive me for this impious fa» 
crilege. | 
A phyfiognomift, or, if the reader choofes, 
a modern wit, would entertain his company 
by affigning to the Hottentot, in the fcale of 
beings, a place between man and the ourang- 
outang. Icannot however confent to this 
fy{tematic arrangement ; the qualities which 
T efteem in him will never fuffer him to be 
degraded fo far; and I have found his figure 
fufficiently beautiful, becaufe I experienced 
the goodnefs of his heart. It muft indeed 
be allowed that there is fomething peculiar 
in his features, which in a certain degree 
I 3 f{eparates 
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feparates him from the generality of man- 
kind. His cheek bones are exceedingly pro- 
minent; fo that his face being very broad in 
that part, and the jaw bones on the contrary 
extremely narrow, his vifage continues ftil 
decreafing even to the point of the chin. 
This configuration gives him an air of lank- 
nefs, which makes his head appear very much 
difproportioned, and too {mall for his full and 
plump body. His flat nofe rifes fcarcely 
half an inch at its greateft elevation; and his 
noftrils, which are exceflively wide, often ex- 
_ ceed in height the ridge of his nofe. His 
mouth is large, and furnifhed with {mall teeth, 
well enamelled and perfectly white: his eyes, 
very beautiful and open, incline a little to- 
wards the nofe, like thofe of the Chinefe : 
and to the fight and touch his hair has the 
refemblance of wool; it is very fhort, curls 
naturally, and in colour is as black as ebony, 
He has very little hair, yet he employs no 
{mall care to pull out by the roots part of 
what he has ; but the natural thinnefs of his 
eyebrows faves him from this trouble in that 
part. Though he has no beard but upon the 
upper lip, below the nofe, and at the extre- 
mity of the chin, he never fails to pluck it 

out 


Ac BRIG) A: 119 


out as foon as it appears. This gives him an 
effeminate look ; which, joined to the natus 
ral mildnefs of his character, deftroys that 
commanding fiercenefs common to all men 
in a ftate of nature, and which has acquired 
them the proud title of kings. 

With regard to proportion of body, a Hot- 
tentot is as perfect as if caft in a mould. His 
. gait is graceful and agile; and all his mo- 
tions, which are eafy, feem very different 
from thofe of the American favages, who 
appear only to have been fketched out by the 
hand of nature. | 

The women, with more delicacy of fea- 
tures, exhibit the fame characteriftic marks 
in their figure: they are equally well made. 
Their breafts, admirably placed, have a moft 
beautiful form, while in the bloom of youth; 
and their hands are fmall, and their feet ex- 
ceedingly well fhaped, though they never 
weat fandals. “The found of their voice is 
foft ; and their idiom, pafling through the 
throat, is not deftitute of harmony. When 
they fpeak, they employ a great many gef- 
tures, which give power and gracefulnefs to, 
their arms. 

The Hottentots, being naturally timid, are 

i 4 confe- 
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confequently not at all an enterprifing people. 
Their phlegmatic coolnefs, and their ferious 
looks, give them an air of referve, which 
they never lay afide, even at the moft joyful 
moments; while, on the contrary, all other 
black or tawny nations give themfelves up 
to pleafure with the livelieft joy, and without 
any reftraint. 

A profound indifference to the affairs of 
life inclines them very much to inactivity 
and indolence: the keeping of their flocks, 
and the care of procuring a fubfiftence, are 
the only objeéts that occupy their thoughts. 
They never follow hunting as fportfmen, but 
like people opprefled and tormented by hun- 
ger. In fhort, forgetting the paft, and being 
under no uneafinefs for the future, they are 
ftruck only with the prefent; and it is that 
which alone engages their attention. | 

Han are Bowive the beft, the Wider 
and the moft hofpitable of people. Whoever 
travels among them may be affured of find- 

ing food and lodging; and though they will 
receive prefents, yet they never afk for any 
thing. If the traveller has a long journey to 
accomplifh, and 1f they learn from the infors 
mation he requires that there are no hopes of 


his 
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his foon meeting with other hordes, that 
which he is going to quit fupply him with 
_ provifions as far as their circumftances will 
allow, and with every thing elfe neceflary for 
his continuing his journey, and reaching the 
place of his deftination. 

Before the arrival of the Europeans at the 
Cape, the Hottentots were not acquainted 
with commerce, and perhaps they had no 
idea even of barter; but, on the appearance of 
tobacco and toys, they were foon initiated 
into a part of the mercantile’ myfteries. 
Thefe obje&s, which at firft were only 
agreeable novelties, by length of time have 
become wants. When thefe articles grow 
{carce among them, they are fupplied by the 
Hottentots of the colonies; for it 1s proper 
to obferve, that however eager they may be. 
to get fuch trifles into their pofleflion, they 
do not take the trouble to go one ftep in 
fearch of them themfelves, and they choofe 
rather to do without them: 4n ufeful lef 
fon to thofe who drag out a miferable exift- 
ence in continual agitation by purfuing 
fhadows. 

Such are thefe people, or at leaft fuch did 
they appear to me, in all the innocence of 

Py. manners, 
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manners, and of a paftoral life. They ex- 
cite alfo the idea of mankind in a ftate of 
infancy. A noble aGion, which I fhall re- 
late here, though it belongs to my fecond 
voyage, more to the north of the Cape, and 
towards the weftern coaft, will finith the 
picture which I have here traced out with 
the utmoft candour and truth—without elo- 
quence, I allow; but without enthufiafm, 
without vain declamation, and with that na- 
tural fincerity which is fo dear to. me, and 
which I embrace every opportunity of pro- 
fefling. 

A pretty confiderable horde of the oe 
nougquas came to vifit my camp, with that 
confidence which is always infpired by honeft 
and upright intentions, and which all thofe 
men pofiefs who have never been corrupted 
by their intercourfe with other nations. Be- 
ing forced to hufband my provifions, it was 
impoffible for me to regale all thefe people 
with brandy ; they were too numerous; and — 
I could not, without imprudence, fhew my 
generofity. I however ordered a glafsful to 
be given to the chief, and to each of thofe 
who by their figure, or rather by their 
age, appeared to be moft refpectable. But to 

what 
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what refources and to what means will not 
beneficence have recourfe! and how great is 
its ingenuity, when itewithes to diffufe its 
bleffings ! I was very much aftonifhed when, 
perceiving that they preferved the liquor 
without {wallowingit, I {aw them all approach 
their companions, who had received no fhare, 
and diftribute it to them with their mouths, 
in the fame manner as the tender birds of 
heaven feed their young with their bills. 
This unexpected action, I confefs, threw me 
into great agitation, and I remained aftonith- 
ed: for, on the fight of this affe@ing fcene, 
what heart is there fo unnaturally hardened 
as would not have meltedinto tears? Filled 
with admiration and refpect, and moved to 
the bottom of my foul, I threw mytelf into 
the arms of the chief, who like the reft had 
juft fhared his liquor with thofe who fur- 
rounded him, and I bedewed his venerable 
perfon with my tears. Ye fine prattlers, ye 
elegant coquettes, perfumed with amber and 
mufk, exclaim as ye pleafe, and exhibit your 
charming grimaces! Diforders of the fto- 
mach, vapours, and all the evils of debili- 
tated health, the ufual confequences of a 

| debauched 
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debauched life {pent at the age of thirty, 
occafioned no difguft:to my divine Kaminou- 
quas, in this {weet and fraternal communica- 
tion, 

I can never cail to remembrance ‘without 
emotion thefe refpectable people, and feveral 
others, among whom I obferved the fame 
ceremony repeated. When I faw them, on 
their feparating from me, return peaceably 
and contented, * Happy mortals!” faid I; 
*« jong may you retain your valuable inno- 


** cence, but live in ignorance ! Poor {avages, 


“‘ regret not that you were born under a 


“ fcorching fun, on a dry and parched foil, 


“ which {carcely produces briars and thorns. 


4 
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Confider your prefent fizuation rather as 
€ 
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a bleffing from Heaven: your defarts will 
“never tempt the avarice of the whites. 
** Unite yourfelves to thofe fortunate hordes, 
who like you have not had an opportu- 
nity of knowing them; deftroy and efface 
the leaft traces of that yellow duft which 
is converted into metal in your caverns and 
rocks—ye are ruined if they difcover it. 
Know that it is the fcourge of the world, 
* the fource of all-crimes : and dread, above’ 
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“all things, the approach of an Almagro, a 
“Pizarro, a Cortez, and of the bloody ftole 
“ of the Vanverdes.”’ 

In an uncivilized ftate man is naturally 
good; why then fhould the Hottentot be an 
exception to this general rule? It is not juft 
to accufe him of cruelty; he is only re- 
vengeful. Too fenfible of the evil done him, 
what can be more natural than to repel force 
by force? It becomes us well to enjoin the 
children of nature to practife our fictitious 
virtues, when their names are fcarcely known 
to us, and no one undertakes to follow what 
they prefcribe. Even the law of retaliation, 
the only one in ufe before we thought of 
being philofophers, what elfe is it but the 
right of rendering injury for injury, and of 
taking away the lives of thofe who do not 
{cruple to attempt ours? 

Should the favages of Africa or America 
take it into their heads, fome day, that they 
live miferable, deprived of our arts, riches, 
and all the refources of our genius; and, unit« 
ing together in arms, fhould haften to inun- 
date Europe, and to drive us from our pot 
feffions, with what countenances could we 
receive thefe barbarians, and by what fuf- 
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ferings on our part would they fee their 
boldnefs rewarded? Such however is their 
hiftory, or ours; fuch have been our enter- 
prifes attempted in three quarters of the 
world with too much fuccefs. In every place 
where we have thought proper to eftablith 
ourfelves, we have compelled thefe unhappy 
wretches, perfecuted to a ftate of flavery, to 
betake themfelves to flight; we have appro- 
priated to ourfelves, without the leaft {cruple, 
whatever we found ufeful to us; and when 
the hour of vengeance has been proclaimed 
for them, and when they meafured their 
blows by the magnitude of their injuries, 
without reviewing our own condud, and too 
much blinded by intereft or fanaticifm, we 
have dared to call them barbarians, eaters of 
men, and ferocious animals, who live by 
murder, and allay their thirft with blood. 
To what imprudence muft we attribute 
the death of that celebrated navigator Cap- 
tain Cook '—I am inclined to believe that a 
con{cioufnefs of his own ftrength, and his 
bold and enterprifing chara@ter, never led him 
to commit any of thofe criminal excefles of 
which he in his turn perifhed a vidtim; but 
the ardeut defire of the undifciplined crew 
that 
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that followed him, made the iflanders take up 
arms againft him. ‘Thofe failors made free 
with the women, and even dared to lay their 
hands upon them whenever they had an op- 
portunity. This was too much for them to 
be filent any longer; nothing could. ftop 
thefe incenfed favages. The commander is 
obferved through the {moke of cannon, and 
amidft the noife of threatening artillery; 
_ they feize upon him; and he is maffacred, 
even in fight of his foldiers, becaufe he did 
not reprefs their diforders in time. 

The firft fentiment with which people who 
travel among favages ought to infpire them, 
is confidence: to gain theirs, one muft be 
kind and humane; muft never take advan- 
tage of their weaknefs, or employ threats; 
and muft never feem terrified by their ap- 
pearance: when nothing is required from 
them, they will grant every thing. People 
ought to have fo much command over their 
paffions as to obferve the ftricteft continence, 
and not to feek after their women. If they 
are Jealous, they will become implacable ene- 
mies; if they are not, their condefcenfion 
with regard to you, in this refpect, places 

them too much on a level, and you lofe in 
) their 
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their eyes that, ufeful fuperiority by which 
they were at firft dazzled. Though this 
paffion fhould not be general, there are al- 
ways fome individuals tormented by it; and 
it is juftly obferved that the nations leaft 
fubject to it are the moft diffolute in their 
manners, and the fartheft removed from na- 
ture. 
- ‘To make one’s felf known to the favages 
with advantage, fuperiority of ftrength muft 
be the laft thing which you avail yourfelf 
of; for it is not natural for mankind to be 
fufpicious of thofe whom they do not fear. 
However, in following thefe precautions, 
people ought to preferve a calm and ferene 
air; and, when they travel among them, never 
to employ their arms, or thew the ufe of 
them, but in order to render them a fervice, 
either by procuring them game, or de- 
{troying fuch ferocious animals as are ene- 
mies to their flocks. After this you may 
quit a horde in perfect fecurity, certain 
of leaving regret behind you; and gratitude 
will continually recal: you to their remem- 
brance. Many among them will feparate 
from you with reluctance; they will quit 
their companions to accompany you; and 
will 
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will conduct you to another horde, among: 
whom, from the favourable teftimony given 
of you by your guides, you may be affured 
of finding the fame love, the fame defire to 
ferve you, the fame entertainments, and all 
that hofpitable care which always proceeds 
from confidence. With thefe peaceful prin- 
ciples fo agreeable to my difpofition, I tra- 
verfed a {mall part of an immenfe quarter 
of the globe; and I might have traverfed 
the whole of Africa in the fame manner, 
had I not been ftopped by infurmountable 
obftacles, which all my zeal could not over- 
come, and which it would be ufelefs to give 
an account of here. 

It was alfo from thefe maxims that I was 
every day more and more convinced that a 
traveller cannot affociate any one with him 
in fuch an enterprife, without running the 
rif{que of rendering it abortive, I was certain 
of my own manner of viewing dangers, and 
of the means I had to guard againft them. 
Surrounded by people and friends equal in 
power, in perilous fituations, I could not have 
flattered myfelf with the hopes of inducing 
them all to follow my opinion; the foolith 
obftinacy of one might have occaftoned the 

Vor. II, K deftruction 
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deftruction of all: but, if I deceived myfelf, 

I had only to reproach my own judgment. 
The Hottentots are reprefented as a mi- 
ferable and poor nation, fuperftitious, feroci- 
ous, and indolent, and exceflively dirty; in a 
word, they are vilified in every poffible man- 
ner, Were there in thefe affertions even 
one that approached truth, it would be bet- 
ter, in order to fupprefs extravagant exagge- 
ration, to adhere fimply to the tales, already 
fo abfurd, of thofe tirefome planters, who 
always delight in deceiving a ftranger by 
th ings which the latter hopes to receive in- 
ftry ction from, whilft liftening to them. 
Pea'ple ought to {peak from their own expe- 
rience, and advance nothing more than what 
they have feen. Had thefe maxims been ad- 
hered to in fuch a work as that of Door 
Sparma on, for example—a work valuable in 
more re, {pects than one—interefting obferva- 
tions, wi 2ll written, would not have been in- 
undated with a deluge of very apocryphal 
relations « £ hunting lions, elephants, &c. ; 
each more: improbable and ridiculous than 
another. .He would not then have fpoken 
of a licorn, delineated perhaps by a planter 
upon fome i ininhabited rock ; and he would 
4 , not 
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thot have affigned a {quare inftead of a round 
form to the hats of the Caftres whom he 
never vifited. I muftallow, in favour of this 
learned man, that his candour and probity 
made him confider every thing as inconteft- 
able, the moment it was certified to him by 
any of the planters. John Kock, particu- 
larly, whom he calls the moft accurate and 
judicious obierver he ever knew, undoubt- 
edly never expected that exceffive praife 
which he has lavifhed upon him, while the 
inhabitants of the whole town and colony 
refute them, and do not. hefitate, on ac=« 
count of thefe errors only, to rank next to 
Kolben’s a book which would have been 
highly ufeful, had the author confined him- 
felf to fuch objects as were familiar to him. 

I pay refpect to truth when I find it in 
Dr. Sparmann; and I lay to the charge of 
his obferver thofe falfehoods which difguft 
me: but when either the one or the other 
affures us ** that he never faw the favages 
© wipe or clean their (kin; that, to fcour 
‘their hands, they rub them with cow 
«dung; that they rub alfo their arms with 
«< it, as far as the fhoulders ; that this unc- 
© tion, which is not neceflary, is intended 
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*‘ merely for ornament; and that the duft 
“ and the dirt mixing with their greafy oint- 
“¢ ment, and the fweat of their bodies, ad- 
“here to the fkin, and continually cor- 
“© rode it, &c.”—and when Doctor Spar- 
mann afterwards confeffes that he never faw 
thefe favages wipe themfelves, or clean their 
fkin—I find his manner of reafoning very 
weak, and his logic equally falfe: for if I 
fhould, in my turn, atteft that I never faw 
cow dung ufed by the Hottentots as an or- 
nament; that I never obferved their fkin 
corroded by fweat, ointments, and filth—this 
negative affertion would neither perfuade any 
one, nor elucidate the queftion. 

It. cannot be denied that all thefe favages, 
without exception, men, women, and chil- 
dren, are excellent {wimmers, and perhaps 
the beft diversin the world. What conclu- 
fion ought we to draw from what I have re- 
lated refpecting the women, whom I fur- 
prifed while bathing and diving like fithes ; 
but that practice, which they ufe feveral 
times a day, neceffarily leads them to a fpe- 
cies of cleanlinefs, which leaves little power 
to ointments, or even to duft, to fpoil and 
corrode the fkin? 


The 
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The continual care and attention beftowed 
by the Gonaquas on their drefs, fufficiently 
prove that they are fond of cleanlinefs: all, 
therefore, that can be faid, is, that it is ill 
underftood; and, even before we proceed fo 
far, it might be neceflary to enquire whe= 
ther they are not obliged to doughou them- 
felves in this manner, either on account 
of the temperature of the climate, or from 
a want of thofe refources which nature 
has not pointed out to them. Their clothes, 
indeed, are only the fpoils taken from fa- 
vage animals; but, as I have already fhewn, 
they do not neglect, as fome have pretended, 
to clean and prepare them before they em- 
ploy them for making dreffes. 

A Hottentot is neither poor nor miferable. 
He is not poor, becaufe his defires never ex- ~ 
ceeding his knowledge, which is very li- 
-mited, he never feels the fpur of neceflity. 
Mifery is a point of comparifon of which he 
has no conception: a complete uniformity, 
_and the fame refources, rendering the lot of all 
perfectly equal, when abundance prevails, they 
are all happy, and in times of f{carcity they are 
all in the like manner expofed to want. The 
difgufting contraft of riches mounted on a 
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golden car,’ and mifery dragging its rags 
along in the dirt, can never pain their 
hearts: this is an idea which they do not 
comprehend. The fight of indigence trod 
under foot, that punifhment of compaffion- 
ate fouls, never appears to their eyes under a 
thouiand melancholy fhapes,: This morti- 
fication man in a ftate of nature never ex- 
periences; and if man in a ftate of civili- 
zation becomes accuftomed to it in time, 
and if he attains to fuch a degree of apathy 
as to confider that inequality of rank, fo 
fhocking and fo fatal, as the beft ftate, he is 
no longer an avowed child of Nature; fhe 
difowns and rejetts him, afhamed of her 
own works, which difgrace her hands, 
After having fo long interrupted the thread 
of my narration, to eftablith fome certain 
notions refpeCting thefe Hottentots, .hitherto 
too little known, fomething would be full 
wanting to the information I have given, did 
J not ipeak of a particular {pecies or caft, 
whith may be called the compofite, and 
which is not older than a century. Ido 
not know that any traveller has mentioned 
them. This new fpecies will one day efface 
che ancient; and the epoch of their power 
: will 
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will doubtiefs occafion great changes in the 
colony, and accelerate its ruin. The multi- 
plication of thefe individuals, who may be- | 
come infinite, ought to alarm the Dutch 
government ; but at prefent it feems to be 
afleep, and to be under very little uneafinefs 
concerning the fatal confequences of its ine 
dolence. | 

I here mean thofe natural children pro- 
duced by the intercourfe of the white men 
with the Hottentot women, and of thefe 
women with the negroes. At the Cape 
they are generally named daffers. This de-~ 
nomination, however, more peculiarly be- 
longs to the former, becaufe the fecond are 
much lefs numerous; as the Hottentot wo- 
men do not eafily yield to the embraces of 
the negroes, for whom they entertain a kind 
of contempt; on account, as they fay, of fuf- 
fering themfelves to be fold like beatts ; 
while, on the other hand, they think them- 
felves honoured by having commerce with 
the whites, and by being ftyled their mif- 
treffes. It is the race arifing from thefe 
latter unions that is continually gaining 
ground, and multiplying confiderably every 
day: they are free, like the Hottentots, buc 
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they imagine themfelves fuperior to them ; 
though they are defpifed at the Cape, where 
it is not even ufual to baptife them. The 
charafter of thefe people pattakes more of 
that of an European than of a Hottentot: 
they have more courage and more activity 
than the latter, and labour never difcourages 
them ; but, being more impetuous and more 
enterprifing, they are alfo more miichievous 
and wicked. It is not uncommon to fee 
them affaffinate their mafters, to whom they 
have fold their fervices; and it is they, ra- 
ther than the negroes, who appear foremoft 
in devifing aéts of treachery, which they 
commit every day in the plantations. ‘The 
Hottentot, too mild, and too void of paflions, 


to enter into atrocious enterprifes, would 


not have fufficient ftrength to carry them 
into execution: the moft cruel treatment is 
not even capable of infpiring him with an 
idea of this kind, In a word, the planter 
who has Hottentots only in his fervice may 
fleep foundly, affured that he will foon be in- 
formed of danger, fhould any threaten him, 
Thefe bafard whites are robuft and well 
made; their fkin is of a clearer yellow than 


that 
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that of the Hottentots, and has the colour of 
dried lemon peel: it is very difagreeable to 
the fight. Their hair is black, much longer, 
and lefs frizzled. Intercourfe with women 
of this new breed, as may naturally be fup- 
pofed, produces a fpecies {till whiter, whofe 
hair is alfo much lefs frizzled; and though, 
by thus proceeding gradually, there is at 
length no fenfible difference between them 
and the Europeans in their hair and the white- 
nefs of their fkin, the prominence of the 
cheek bones is ftill remarkable. This is one 
indelible chara¢teriftic, which may be ob- 
ferved even after the fourth generation. 

The union of the Hottentot women with 
the negroes, gives birth to a race ftill fupe= 
tior to thofe of whom I have fpoken. ‘They 
are much taller and better made, and their 
figure is more agreeable and engaging. Their 
colour, which holds a mean between the 
black of the father and the olive tint of the 
mother, is much lefs offenfive to the fight ; 
their moral and phyfical qualities are alfo 
very different. They are much fought after, 
on account of their being capable of great 
Jabour ; but what above all renders them of 
the higheft value is, that te much activity, 

without 
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without turbulence, they join a fidelity that 
never betrays, and which does not fall to the 
lot of any baftard white. Unluckily this 
race are not very numerous, on account of 
the difficulty of uniting the Hottentot wo- 
men with the negroes, whom they defpife. 

It would have been highly advantageous 
to the public, as well as to the private intereft 
of the planters, to have long ago excited go- 
vernment to encourage the propagation of 
this fpecies; the facrifice made would not 
have been burthenfome, and the expences and 
money advanced would have Deen: returned 
an hundred fold. : 

We no longer live in thofe ages of facred 
ignorance, when all people who were black 
were accounted anthropophagi. The Spa- 
niards themfelves do not now believe, as in 
the time of their barbarous incurfions into 
Peru, that a pure foul cannot exift but in a 
white body. ‘Travellers, and above all found 
philofophy, teach us that an ugly covering 
may conceal a valuable diamond. Among 
the various negro nations that inhabit the 
weftern coafts of Africa, fome are diftinguifh- 
ed by a more focial difpofition than others, 


by nobler inclinations, by greater activity, 
and 
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and more aptitude for knowledge ; and it 1s 
this race who ought to have been preferred, 
in order to {fpread them among the colonies, 
by granting them every freedom. The 
planters would have favoured, as much as 
they could, the union of thefe ftrangers with 
- the Hottentot women; the latter, feeing 
them free, would not have defpifed them, 
and would have foon been familiarifed with > 
them; and thus would have arifen a ge- 
neration of men, who, uniting to the mild 
and peaceable temper of their mothers the 
~ effential qualities of the beft negroes of Gui- 
nea, would have deftroyed as ufelefs, and 
even dangerous, the cruel chains of flavery 
in all this part of Africa. 

But thefe means, fo eafy and fo natural, 
the execution of which fome time ago 
would not have met with any obftacle, will 
never be employed. At prefent it is too 
late to make any attempt of this kind; the 
turbulent race of the baftard whites are too 
numerous, and it may be eafily forefeen that 
they will one day be predominant at the 
Cape. 

Befides, though this project were [till 
practicable, the delire and good intentions of 

the 
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the Dutch Eaft-India Company would be ren- 
dered of no avail by various obftacles. Scru- 
puloufly exa& in all their engagements, we 
know that they fhew a generofity which, for 
their own honour and profperity, all commer- 
cial aflociations ought to affume as a model. 
There is no doubt but they would, without 
hefitation, make every facrifice neceflary for 
the execution of this excellent plan, fo well 
calculated to immortalize them; but a ra- 
dical fault, the fault of the government, 
muft ever oppofe it. It would be requifite, 
in the firft place, to expel ail the inhabitants 
of the Cape and of the colonies, or at leaft 
to reform their minds, in order to deftroy 
thofe ridiculous and antipatriotic prejudices 
which they affect to entertain. 

Government fuffers, becaufe it 1s not pof- 
fible to check the progrefs of the evil, thefe 
planters, fo proud of their colour, and who 
are diftinguifhed by no perfonal merit ‘from 
their flaves—it fuffers, I fay, thefe ignorant 
peafants, proud of a moderate fortune which 
they have not given themfelves the trouble 
to acquire by their induftry, to defpife and 
treat with contempt thofe men, who, having 
deferved well of the Company by the fer- 
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vices they have performed, either as foldiers 
or failors, eftablith themfelves at the Cape 
in virtue of a permiffion granted them by 
government ; fo that the meaneft and moft 
worthlefs of the planters always confider a_ 
fkilful failor, or brave foldier, as a being in 
fome manner degraded, and unworthy of 
being connected with them by marriage: 
and even the daughter of fuch a planter, 
educated in the fame principles, would rather 
perifh in mifery, than become the companion 
for life of one of thefe defenders of their 
country. 
- In fuch circumftances, a brave failor or 
foldier, fubjected like all other men to the 
wants and imperious laws of nature, more 
powerful ftill in warm than in temperate 
climates, being unable to affociate himfelf 
with a white woman who would render him 
happy, has no other refource but to unite . 
with a female Hottentot. Hence proceeds 
that immenfe number of baftard whites, who 
at prefent {warm:all over the colonies. The 
turbulent blood of the Europeans circulates 
and ferments in their veins; and diftur- 
bances may every moment refult from ir, 
which the planters, too widely difperfed to 
unite 
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unite foon,enough, will neither have leifure 
nor power to prevent. | 
This baftard race is eftimated at a fixth 
of the number of all the Hottentots in the 
colonies ; and the origin of this mixture is — 
only as old as the eftablifhment of the Dutch 
at the Cape, that is to fay, an hundred and 
thirty-fix years. It may be readily prefumed 
that, when the communication between the 
white men and the Hottentot women was 
firft eftablithed, it was neither fo eafy nor fo 
general as at prefent: and, on the other hand, 
the population of the colony did not amount, 
as it does now, to eighty thoufand white peo- 
ple. This obfervation alone may be fufficient 
to give an idea of the aétual progreffion of 
both. The Hottentot race fubje& to the colo- 
nies deviates more and more every day from 
its character and origin: they become cor-. 
rupted and confounded by a mixture of the 
blacks and the whites; and, as this degene- 
ration accelerates, their diftinguifhing marks 
will in time difappear altogether. The 
_ phiegmatic and cold conftitution of the Hot- 
tentots fufficiently checks the progrefs of 
population already ; whilft the fame caufe in 
the women has a contrary effect, and renders 
them 
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them very prolific. The Hottentot women 
have at moft three or four children by their 
hufbands ; by negroes they triple that num- 
ber; and bring forth ftill more to the 
_ whites. 

If the baftard whites are naturally wicked 5 
if they are daring, revengeful, enterprifing, 
and perfidious—is it becaufe they are the off- 
{pring of a white man and a Hottentot wo- 
man, and becaufe the children bear a greater 
refemblance to the father than to the mo- 
ther? This prefumption, however mortify- 
ing it’ may be for our {pecies, cannot be con- 
troverted. If it happen, which is very rare, — 
that a white woman has connection with a 
Hottentot, the fruit of their intercourfe al- 
ways retains the good difpofition, and the 
mild and beneficent temper, of the father. 
Thefe inftances, I muft repeat, are very un- 
common. In love affairs at the Cape, as in 
Europe, the women fhew more modetty, de- 
licacy, and referve than the men : the latter, 
on the contrary, never hefitate to gratify 
their appetite, whoever the object of it may 
be; and the dangers that thence refult are 
not the fame to both fexes: but the baftards 
of the white men and Hottentot women 

have 
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have in them the feeds of every vice, and of 


every irregularity. 
Such, in general, is the information which 


I acquired my‘felf, by living among the Hot- 


tentots. But I fhall ftop here, left I fatigue — 
the reader’s patience by thefe dry details ; and 

return to them only when I may have an op=. 
portunity of mentioning them without being : 


tedious in my relation of the different evertts 


of my journey. 
As I propofed to pafs a confidaalila time 


in Africa, my firft care was to ftudy the 


language of the inhabitants; and I jndeed: 


fucceeded beyond expectation. The lan- 
guage of thefe people being very poor, has 
no occafion for words to exprefs abftract and 
metaphyfical ideas; it is fufceptible of no 
ornament. Though it has neither elegant 
phrafes nor a correct fyntax, its difficulties 
are no lefs infurmountable to thofe who are 
deftitute of genius and patience. I have 
however been too well rewarded for the pains 
I beftowed on this part of my labours, by the 
pleafure I enjoyed of being able to converfe 
freely with thefe people, ever to regret that 
I added a knowledge of this fingular dialect 


to that of feveral other languages which have 
been 
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been the principal obje@& of the very fevere 
education I received. _ 

| The Hottentot language has no bafoiBtuned, 
as feveral ancient authors pretend, “ to the 
‘* gabbling of turkeys when they fight, to 
“* the cry of the magpye, or the fcreaming 
* of an owl;” much lefs do its founds imi- 
tate the cry of the bat, according to Pliny. 
and Herodotus: to judge that it cannot re- 
femble all thefe things at the fame time, we 
need only compare with one another all its 
different affimilations. It is equally falfe 
that, to hear Hottentots converfing together, 
one would take them for acompany of ftam- 
merers. From all thefe affertions, which 
are abfolutely contradictory and deftroy each 
other, we are naturally led to think that no 
traveller, who has {poken of the Hottentot 
language, has fo carefully ftudied it as to 
give a clear and precife idea of it; and con- 
fequently, without enquiring into the caufes 
of their profound ignorance, I may afiert 
that they have been as really deceived them- 
{elves as they have deceived others. 

This language, notwithftanding its fingu- 
larity, and ats difficulty of pronouncing it, 
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is not fo difcouraging as it at firft appears. 
It may be learnt by perfeverance; I have 
known planters who fpoke it fluently, and I 
myfelf was able to make myfelf underftood 
ina fhort time. It is, however, in general, 
very difficult for every European ; but more 
fo for a Frenchman than for a Dutchman, a 
German, &c. efpecially as the w, the 4, and 
the ¢ are pronounced in the fame manner as 
in the languages of ‘the two latter; that 1s 
to fay, the uw, ov; and the other two letters 
by expirations, for which the throat of a 
Frenchman is not formed, and which he 
catches with great difficulty. 

Of all the vocabularies hitherto publifhed 
in different works, there is none by which a 
fingle word can be comprehended. It would 
be in vain to attempt to ufe them, for one 
never could be underftood ; and a Hottentot 
would never fufpe& that he heard his own 
language. It would appear as if the au- 
thors of thefe vocabularies had purpofely 
fupprefled the only mark which often forms 
the whole fignification of the words; for 
they have made no mention of different 
clappings with the tongue, which are indif- 

penfable 
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penfable figns that precede or feparate the 
words, and without which they would have 
no clear or precife meaning. 

Thefe clappings are of three kinds, all 
very different from each other. The firft, 
which I fhall diftinguith by this mark (a), 
the fimpleft, fofteft, eafieft to be executed, 
and that which is moft ufed, is performed 
by prefling the tongue to the palate, againit 
the incifive teeth, while the mouth is fhut; 
then, by quickly detaching the tongue, and 
opening the mouth at the fame time, this 
clapping is heard; which 1s nothing elfe 
than that {mall noife, very familiar to us, 
when, haraffed by a tirefome perfon, we 
with to thew; without {peaking, that we 
have loft all patience. 

The fecond clapping (v) is more fonorous 
than the firft. It is fufficient, in order to 
form it, to detach the tongue from the mid- 
dle of the palate, and to imitate the noife 
which grooms employ to make a horfe go 
fafter. In this cafe no force is neceffary, but 
fimply to detach the tongue, and the found 
is produced of itfelf. Were the found too 
diftinét, it would be impoffible, or at leaft 
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very difficult, to join it as it ought to the 
firft fyllable of the word that muft follow it. 

Greater force muft be given to the third 
kind of clapping (A), which is pronounced 
with more energy, and is heard more dif- 
tin@ly. It is the leaft ufed, and appears to 
be the moft difficult; for 1t requires great 
care and attention to adapt it properly to the 
word that precedes it, as it is performed by 
a fingular contra€tion of the tongue, which 
is drawn back to the extremity of the palate 
near the throat. It may be readily con- 
ceived, that, after this contraction of the 
tongue, confiderable force is employed to 
pufh it towards the lips, and to articulate 
the words that muft follow it, without any 
appearance of reft or interruption. 

Thefe different clappings have alfo a dif- 
ferent modulation, and may be more or lefs 
difficult to be executed, according to the let- 
ter or fyllable which they ftrike, and with 
which, as I have already faid, they muft be 
united, not to pervert the fenfe. In this the 
{trength of the pronunciation of the language 
may be faid to confift. 

All thefe differences appear very harfh to 

the 
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the ear of an European, and very difficult to 
be acquired. Such indeed they appeared to 
me at firft, but one foon becomes accuftomed 
to them; and I can affert that this language, 
upon the whole, 1s not deftitute of harmony, 
and that in the mouth of a Hottentot woman 
it has its charms, as the German has its 
beauties in that of an amiable Saxon lady. 

I am of opinion that, if people fhould at- 
tempt to ftudy this language from the voca- 
bularies hitherto publifhed, and to {peak it 
without being otherwife inftructed in its prin« 
ciples, they would lofe themfelves in words 
void of fenfe, and the refult would be nothing 
elfe but confufion—a difgufting chaos, in 
which the haraffed imagination would find 
only ridiculous abfurdity. 

There are a few words indeed which may 
be employed without this clapping of the 
tongue, but fuch exceptions are very rare, 

~'To prove how neceflary thefe ditferent 
founds produced by the tongue are to fhew 
the fignification of the words, and how they 
determine the fynonimes and different mean- 
ings, I fhall give an example, as it will ren- 
der this fubje& much eafier to be compre- 
hended, In the Hottentot language aép fig- 
ag a nities 
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nifies a horfe and an arrow; it is alfo the name 
of a river: the difference alone in the clapping 
of the tongue determines the precife idea 
which it is meant to convey. Pronounced 
fimply, without any collifion, it fignifies ‘a 
horfe; with the fecond clapping, of which I 
have fpoken, it fignifies a river; and, with 
the third, it fignifies an arrow. In the like 
manner A-ou 7p is a reck; A-ou zp, the name 
of the buftard ; A-ka 7, that of a venomous 
ferpent; and A-ka if, a kind of African ante-~ 
lope. | 

Befides thefe three kinds of clapping,which, 
as may be eafily feen, are indifpenfably necef- 
fary, certain parts of fome words are nothing: 
elfe but founds formed in the throat; but it 
is impoflible to defcribe them, and they can 
be imprinted in the memory only by long 
practice. I fhall diftinguifh them by a {mall 
crofs placed over the letter where they are to 
be ufed. , 

To be more fcrupuloufly exa&, I muft 
add, that one word often has two different 
fignifications, by the brevity or weak found 
of one of its vowels.. 

From what I have faid, it may be eafily 
feen how difficult it would be to write this 
| language 
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language in fuch a manner as to be read and 
pronounced with that precifion which is ne- 
ceflary. It would firft of all be requifite to 
form a particular alphabet for it; and to ac- 
cuftom onefelf to thefe clappings, would be 
the principal {tep towards fuccefs. But as the 
ftudy of this language will never form a part 
of the education of our young men of fortune, 
who have no defire for being fent fo far to- 
Jearn how to behave in polite company ;. and 
as, on the other hand, it would be of no uti- 
lity to fatigue the reader by a tirefome dic- 
tionary, which he would not read; I {hall 
‘fupprefs it, and for the fatisfaction of the cu- 
“rious give a few words only which concern 
natural hiftory. 

Should any naturalift be defirous of travel- 
ling through the fame country, it would be 
of great advantage to him to be able to name 
to the Hottentots any animal, or other ob- 
_ jet, which he might with to procure. An 
exact vocabulary of thofe things which might 
principally engage his attention, would un- 
doubtedly be found ufeful to him, and can- 
not even here difpleafe any one. I fhould have 
thought myfelf very happy had any traveller 
before me {moothed the firft difficulties of 

L 4 this 
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this language; for a dictionary of it would 
have rendered the commencement of my re- 
fearches lefs difgufting and lefs laborious. I 
therefore confider it as a part of my duty ta 
prefent here what I fo much withed for my- 
felf, and to fubjoin the primitive names of 
the greater part of the animals of Africa, fuch 
as they have always been known.and diftin- 
guifhed by the Hottentots of the defarts.. J 
have added alfo thofe given them by the 
planters at the Cape of Good Hope. | 
Tt muft be obferved that the Hottentots of 
the colonies, having in part forgotten their 
language, disfigure what remains by a mix- 
ture of corrupted Dutch; fo that, without men- 
tioning other inconveniences which thence 
arife, animals change their names, or have 
feveral different ones, according to the dif- 
ferent cantons or colonies where they are 
found. ‘This produces a confufion very diffi- 
cult to be cleared up, and is one reafon for 
preferring the nomenclature of the natives, 
whofe language, always the fame, is fecured 
from experiencing any change or variation. 


Englifh Names. 


The Elephant 
The Rhinoceros 
The Hippopotamus 
‘The Giraffe 

The Buffalo 

‘The Pafan 

‘The Koedoe 


‘The Bubale 
The Zebra 


‘The Quaga , 


‘The Hare 


A Marmot 
The Wild Boar 
The Ant Bear 
The Porcupine 
A Dog 

Dogs 

A Rat 

A Bat 

A Lion 

A Tiger 


A Tiger Cat 
‘The Hyzna 
The Wild Dog 
The Jackal 
The Horfe 
A Bull 

A. Cow 

An Ox 

A. Sheep 

A Goat 

A. She-Goat 
A Bird : 
The Buftard 


The French Field 


Duck 
A Pheafant 


A Martin 
A Partridge 


A Fo Rod cA, 


Dutch Names. 


a 9 ee 


| Oliphant 


Renotter 

Zee-Koe 
Kameel-Paerd 
Beuffle 
Gems-Bock 
Coudoe 
Harte-Beeft 

W elde-Paerd 
Quaga, or Welde 
~ Ezel 


Haaze 


1 Das 


Welde-Varke 
Erd-Varke 
Yzer-Varke | 
Hond 
Honden 
oft: 
Vicer-Muyfe 
Leuw 


Tyger 


Tyger-Kat 
Wolf 
Welde-Hond 
Jakals 

Paerd 

Beull 


1 Koe 


Ofs 

Schaap 
Bock 

Gytt 
Voogel 
Trap-Gans 
Kor-Haan 


Fefant 


Welde Swaluw 


| Patrys 


mes 
Fiottentot Names. 

A—Goap 
y—Nabap 

| yv—Kaous 
A—Na-ip 
A—Ka-oop 
A—Katp 


v—Koudou, or 
Gatp 
A—Kamap 
y—Kouarep | 
v-Nou y-Kouarep 


{| 4A—Ou amp 
+ 

v—Ka oump 
v—Kou-Goop 
| A—Goup 
v—Nou ap 
A—Harip 
A—Harina 
Douroup 


| A--Nouga-Bouroup 


Camma 
Garou-Gamma 


Karamap 
Goumas 
Goumap 
Goou 

Bri-1 

Tararé bris 
A—Kanip 
A—Ou ip 
A—Haragap 


Koa Koa, or y— 
Kabos 

A—O-atfi A—mnam- 
bro 

A—Ouri-Kinas 


A Quail 
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A. Sparrow 


A Vulture 
A. Wild Goofe 


Mountain Duck 
‘The Phenicopteros 
A. Turtle Dove 

A. Mountain 


& Rock 


A River. 
A Fountain 
The Sea 
A-Tree 

A Waggon 
A. Flower 
Milk 
Water 
Flefh 

Fith 

A. Spider 
AA Cameleon 
A Butterfly 


‘Three different 
kinds of Antelope 


A Fiy 

A. Serpent 
A. Tortoife 
A "Voaa 
The Guana 
A Fufee 
An Arrow 
A: Bow 

An Aflagay 
An European — 
A Negro 


A Hottentot man 


A. Hottentot wo-_ 


stan 
Z 


Dutch Names. 


Kwartel 
Mofs 
Aas-Voogel 


Welde-Gans 
Berg-Eend 


Flamingo 
Tortel-Duyf 
Berg 
Klep 
Rivier 
Fontyn 
Zée 
Boom 
Waage 
Blom 
Melck: 
Waater 
Vleefch 
Vis 

Spen 


i Kapelle 


Ree Bock 


Duyker 
Steen-Bock 
Vlig 

Slang 
Schil-Pad 
Pade 
Egouane 
Snaphan 
Peyl 

Boog 
Sagaye 
Europées 
Swarte-Jong 


Hottentot 


Hottentoten 


TRAV EDS’ ALN 


 Hottentot Names. 


A-——-Kabip 
v—Kabari 
_4—Gha ip 


a 
Gaamp 


a 
A-Karo hei gaamp 
4——Gaorip 
| A—Neis 
|} A—Oumma 
{ A—Ouip 
A—Karip 
v—Aap 
A—Aaup 
Hourip 
ee 
ouri-Ip 
A—Narina, 
Deip - 
v—Kama 
| y—Gaaus 
A—Ko oup 
A—Hous 
v—Karou-Koup 


Tabou Tabou 


nf 
Gnioop 
+ 

A—A oump 
A—Harip 
A—Dinap 
A—Kanou-Goup 
A—Ouna 
v—Oorokoop 
v—Nafeep: 
A—Kabooup 
A—Aap 
Kgaap 
A—Aure-Koop 
| vy-—Orée-Goep 
Kahop 


eh 
Khoé-Khoep 


Tararé-Khoes 


| 


From 
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From what I have faid of the manners and 
fimplicity of this nation, one may be eafily 
convinced that their language is poor, and 
that before the arrival of the Europeans it 
muft have been ftill poorer. The latter in- 
troduced new objects, to which it was necef- 
fary to give names; and on this account the 
Hottentots of the colonies have exprefiions 
neither ufed nor underftood by the favage 
Hottentots, to whom the greater part of 
thefe objects are unknown. 

However this may be, there is always in 
this language a great affinity between the 
thing and the word by which it is diftin- 
guifhed, For example, they call a fufee 
A-ka-booup ; and, by the manner in which 
it ought to be pronounced, the clapping of 
the tongue, and the firft fyllable A-Za, imitate 
the noife of the cock when it falls, and that 
of the opening of the pan; in fhort, the 
word dooup conveys, in a ftriking manner, an 
idea of the explofion or report, In general 
the Hottentot language is very expreffive ; 
and as thefe people, when they f{peak, always 
gefticulate, and reprefent in pantomime what- 
eyer they fay, a. fuperficial knowledge of 

their 
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their idiom is fufficient to enable one eafily 
to comprehend the moft important things. 
Three weeks had now elapfed fince the 
departure of my envoys; but I was not the 
firfi to form any reflections on the caufe of 
their delay: I always kept my uneafinefs to 
myfelf, not wifhing to occafion any to thofe 
around me; for, by not concealing my fuf- 
picions, I fhould only have fupplied them 
with arms to deftroy my projects,. They 
could not, without fadnefs, think on my de- 
termined refolution of penetrating into Caf. 
fraria. I fometimes furprifed my people dif- 
courfing on this fubject, and more or lefs 
murmuring again{t their mafter; but at bot 
tom they were {till attached to me, and in 
their converfation I was the principal object 
of their agitation and fear. They did not 
hefitate to call me a rafh man, who, appa~ 
rently caring very little for his life, obfti- 
nately wifhed to make them fharers with 
him in a moft melancholy fate, by conduct- 
ing them to deftru@tion. I had too much 
reafon to apprehend that they had all agreed 
to quit me, in cafe I fhould perfiftin my re- 
folutions; and I judged that nothing embar- 
rafied them but the manner of executing 
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their plot. I however difcovered, that of 
twenty-five confpirators there were not two 
who concurred in opinion: thofe whom [I 
had engaged in my fervice in the courfe of 
my journey, faw no great difficulties in this 
fecret departure; but thofe whom I had en- 
gaged at the houfe of Mr. Mulder, in the 
country of Auteniqua, and at the Cape un- 
der the aufpices of the fifcal, doubted much 
whether they fhould return or not to the 
town. Ina word, they could neither agree 
among themfelves, nor form any refolution. 
They accufed me of having facrificed the 
envoys ; and indeed it muft be owned that 
their long abfence appeared extraordinary. 
From what Hans told me, three or four days 
at moft were fufficient for them to go to the 
refidence of king Pharoo; and allowing as 
many for them to flay there, and the fame 
number to return, I found, by this plain cal- 
culation, that more than double the time 
neceflary for the journey had already elapfed. 
I therefore began to imagine that fome acci- 
dent had befallen them, or that the aa 
of the Caffres had proved fatal to thefe un 
happy people. I did not however lofe 2 
hopes of feeing them again; but I remained 
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wavering in uncertainty, neither knowing 
what to think nor what orders to give to the 
reft of my troop, to put an end to their dif- 
putes and uneafinefs. My brave Klaas was 
of opinion that we ought {till to wait, and to 
fuffer fuch of my mutinous attendants as 
fhewed moft impatience and ill humour to 
depart when they thought proper. 

In the mean time I affumed an air of tran- 
quillity, and continued my hunting excur- 
fions as ufual; but a fecret impulfe conduct- 
ed me, as it were mechanically, to that quar- 
ter in which I hoped to fee my deputies ar- 
rive. In the evening, being quite dejected 
becaufe they had not appeared, I returned to 
my camp, in order to recommence the fame 
uielefs and melancholy walk next morning. 
‘Thus do we {port with the imagination, when 
we are in hopes of finding the object that 
we ardently wifh for. 

One evening at length Klaas came, and 
fhut himfelf up with me in my tent, in order 
to give the finifhing fircke to my uneafinefs, 
by informing me that he had loft every hope, 
and that Hans and his companions were 
without doubt affaffinated; that .the fufees, 
ammunition, and arms which they carried 


along 
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along with them had tempted the Caffres; 
and that this was fufficient to induce that 
nation, then at war, in want of every thing 
ufeful for their defence, and particularly iron, 
to commit murder: and he advifed me not 
to fatigue the reft of my troop any longer ; 
for, without their affiftance, we fhould be able 
neither to advance nor to return. 

I was perfectly fenfible of the force of this 
reafoning, dictated by the fincereft concern 
for my perfon, and the fafety of my effects, 
_ which I fhould have been obliged to leave 
behind me for want of people to affift me in 
tranfporting them. I was almoft on the 
point of giving way to the advice of Klaas, 
and of renouncing my folemn engagement of 
not quitting Rocks-Kraal, the only rendez- 
vous where thefe generous envoys could meet 
their mafter, when we obferved at a diftance 
one of the four people who watched my 
cattle running towards my camp, feemingly 
alarmed and out of breath. Having told 
me that he had jut feen, on the other fide of - 
the river, a confiderable body of Caffres who 
were preparing to crofs it, this information 
at firft ftruck a great terror into all my at- 
tendants; while I alone, ftill flattered with 

a Cee 
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the chimerical hopes of again feeing my 
people, turned the whole of my thoughts 
towards them. As the numerous band which 
had been announced to me did not corre- 
fpond with my expectations, and deftroyed 
the whole illution, I difpatched four fufileers, 
under the command of Klaas, to fearch for 
my oxen, and to bring them all to my camp; 
defiring him, after he had performed this 
fervice, to examine thefe ftrangers, without 
diftovering himfelf, to learn whether they 
were fo numerous as I had been taught to 
believe, and whether any thing fufpicious 
appeared in their behaviour. I told him 
alfo to watch their motions, in order that he 
might be enabled to judge what was their 
intention ; and I befides ftricily enjoined him 
that, in cafe he met my envoys, he fhould 
immediately inform me, by commanding his 
people to difcharge their fufees; but, if the 
body feen were Caffres, to place himfelf in 
ambufh, and to difpatch one of his compa- 
nions tomy camp. Juft as he was depart- 
ing, the whole of my cattle arrived, with the 
three other keepers ; who, like their comrades, 

had been {truck with great terror. 
As for me, I examined all my arms, and 
ordered 
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ordered them to be loaded, though I had no 
intention of being the firft to commence hof- 
tilities: but, as I propofed to wait refolutely 
for the enemy, I was determined alfo to make 
every refiftance in my power; and it was 
proper that I fhould be prepared for fuch an 
event. 

I confefs that I was not free from uneafi- 
nefs: not that 1 dreaded the event of a battle, 
for my arms gave me too much confidence 
in my fuperiority; but I fhould have been 
extremely forty to have been under the ne- 
ceffity of engaging before we had come to an 
explanation. By fuch a ftep I fhould have 
ruined all my hopes: the pacific intentions 
which I had always profefled, and which 
alone could have entitled me to the privilege — 
of ‘traverfing all Caffraria in liberty, being 
belied by fuch acts of hoftility, I fhould have 
been ranked with the ‘planters, thofe barba- 
rous. affaffins of the favages, and muft have 
been. confidered as an: enemy; whofe whole 
earavan deferved to be exterminated: 

~Whilft 1] was making all my: preparations, 
my mind was agitated: by a variety of 'reflec- 
tions; from which I was however» fuddenly 
freed, by a difcharge that. was a-fignal of joy 
Vou, I, M to 
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to my whole camp: after the orders I had 
given to Klaas, no doubt was entertained 
that he had fallen in with my meffengers. 
Notwithftanding this favourable appearance, 
my people were not yet entirely freed from 
their apprehenfions, and { found it very diffi- 
cult to calm them entirely. The three keep- 
ers of my flocks, above all, perfifted to af- 
firm, that in the whole troop of Caffres they 
had not obferved a fingle Hottentot ; and thus 
fuddenly pafling from hope to fear, they 
wifhed to infinuate, that the reports which — 
had been heard were too evident figns that 
an action had taken place, and that Klaas was 
engaged with the enemy. 

At the turning of a little hill however, 
which was diftant about three hundred paces 
from us, I faw Klaas himfelf make his ap- 
pearance, but alone. By the help of my fpy- 
glafs I could perfectly diftinguifh his eafy 
carriage, and even the features of his face, 
which feemed to announce nothing alarming; 
but I was more fully convinced when I per- 
ceived, fome minutes after, the whole troop 
advancing the fame way, in good order, to- 
wards the camp. My Hottentots, mixed 
with the Caffres, gave me reafon to conclude 

that 
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that they were in perfect harmony with one 
another; and, as they approached nearer, I 
diftinguffhed Hafis. I then ordered all the 
arms to be laid afide, and bid my people ap- 
pear as calm and ferene as poflible. 

I was very impatient to receive my depu- 
ties, and to learn from their own mouths 
what rifques I could tun for them and myfelf 
without danger. I did not however think 
proper to go to meet them, or to quit my 
{mall arfenal, until I had heard what thefe 
travellers had to relate. When the Caffres 
found themfelves within throw of an afiagay, 
theyall ftopped; and Hans, quitting the troop, 
came ftraight towards me. In afew words 
he told me, that I was at liberty to purfue 
my journey into Caffraria; that I fhould be 
expofed to no rifque; that I would be re- 
{pected as a friend; that the nation he had 
quitted invited me in the moft prefling man- 
ner not to put off the time any longer, and 
that they would receive me with pleafure ; 
that [ might judge of their general intentions 
by the confidence which they fhewed, and 
by the liberty which feveral of them had 
taken to come and pay me a vifit ; that they 
offered me their friendfhip, and requefted 

M 2 mine ; 
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mine; and, in a word, that they had quitted 
their own country on the afluranees made to 
them that I would give them a favourable , 
reception. 

With regard to the delay which a 
alarmed us fo much, Hans informed me that, 
when he arrived among the Caffres, he could 
not find king Pharoo, who had retired to the 
diftance of thirty leagues from the ufual 
place of his refidence: that after waiting 
fome time in hopes of feeing him return, 
fearing that he fhould not be able to accom- 
plith the bufinefs for which he was fent, he 
had refolved to go in fearch of him; but 
learning from a new horde that the chief 
had again fet out, and that no one knew 
what route he would purfue, or how long 
he would be abfent, he had defifted from 
this attempt. Some believed that the prince 
was gone towards the colonies; and others 
that he intended to vifit the Zambouchis, a 
nation bordering on Caffraria, with whom 
they carried on a trade for iron and arms. 
He added, that finding it impoffible to eXe= 
cute my orders, and not knowing what 
courfe to purfue, he thought it would be 
befi to return, and bring back my two Hot- 
|  tentots ; 
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tentots; but that, from the favourable ac- 
counts which he had given of my character, 
and pacific di{pofition, feveral of the Caffres 
offered of their own accord to accompany 
him, and in their turn to come as a depu- 
tation, to aflure me of the general good- 
will which the whole inhabitants bore to- 
wards me; and that, being fully convinced 
I was not a Dutch planter, they would re- 
ceive me as a friend, and even as a protector. 

Thefe Caffres trufted that I would enable 
them to be revenged on a certain planter of 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte, againft whom they had 
difmal. camplaints to make, and whofe name 
alone infpired them with horror. 1 indeed 
afterwards received fome details refpeQing 
the life of this wretch, and particular con- 
fiderations prevent me from here expofing 
his name; but the crimes which have ren- 
dered him a montter are not unknown to 
any inhabitant of the Cape. In vain has 
the government repeatedly fummoned him 


to appear at its tribunal, to anfwer for his 


conduct; entrenched in territories where 
the laws are inactive, and without force, the 
orders of the governor, the threats of-his 

M 3 fubalterns, 
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fubalterns, and all their decrees, are to him 

only fignals for committing frefh crimes. 
Without entering further into converfae 
tion, or afking more queftions, which would 
have been unfeafonable, I gave permiffion to 
the Caffres to advance, Hans therefore 
made a fign to them with his hand, and in 
a moment I found myfelf furrounded. With- 
out comprehending my envoys, there were 
in all nineteen men, five women, and two 
young children. They faluted me, one after 
the other, by the word a2, which I knew 
as well as they, and which was all the ans 
{wer I made to their compliments ; but I 
underftood very little of their language. In 
their pronunciation they did not employ 
that clapping ufed by the Hottentots ; but 
what fhewed their difference from the Go- 
naquas moft fenfibly, was their manner of 
faluting. They ali {poke together, and with 
a precipitation and volubility which appeared 
to me fo much the ftranger, as I had been for 
almoft a year accuftomed to the flow manner 
of my indolent Hottentots, I could not 
conceive to what caufe this confufed noife 
which buzzed in my ears was to be imputed; 
| and 
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and I loft all patience, becaufe I could got 
eatch any diftiné found. | 

Though I could not comprehend what 
thefe Caffres faid to one another, I obferved 
that their attention was very much engaged, 
either with my camp, my perfon, or my 
people, and their different motions. ‘Their 
eyes roved with rapidity from one object to 
another; and every thing in turns ftruck 
them with furprife. I have fomewhere read 
that aftonifhment indicates ignorance ; but 
ignorance does not prove want of abilities, 
This reflection may be applied to the Caffres, 
for undoubtedly they cannot be accufed of 
ftupidity ; and between them and the Hot- 
tentots there is a vaft diftance, in refpe&t to 
ingenuity and induftry. Hans had boafted 
much to them of my double-barrelled fuzees 
and piftols ; and from his account they were 
inclined to confider my arms as wonderful 
things. One of them, in the name of all 
the reft, having afked permiffion to fee them, 
I ordered them to be brought forth; and I 
fhewed them to them without manifefting 
the leaft fufpicion. Being handed about 
from one to another, they were examined 
and turned over with the moft minute at- 

RY 4: tention ; 
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tention; but their eager curiofity required 
fomething more. This I expected, and] luck. 
ily had an opportunity of gratifying them, 
Obferving two {wallows cleaving the air bes 
fore me, | fired at them, and they fell at the 
diitance of a few paces from us. This fud- 
den action, performed with the utmoft com- 
pofure, redoubled their aftonif{hment.; and 
they knew not which moft to admire, the 
arms, or the perfon who ufed them. It is 
certain that this lucky firoke, which might 
not have fucceeded, infpired them with the 
higheft idea of my fkill; and I took advan- 
tage of it to imprefs them with a deeper 
fenfe of my fuperiority. I afked them, by 
figns, whether they could do the fame with 
their aflagays; but they fhook their heads 
with a {mile, and gave me to underftand, 
that with thefe weapons it was impoflible to 
kill a bird flying. One of them, however, 
rifing up, pointed to my fheep, which were 
feeding at fome diftance, and fignified that 
he and his companions could {trike them 
running, as well as other quadrupedes, whe- 
ther of greater or lefs fize. Hans then pre- 
fented to me a young Caffre, who was per- 
fetly well formed, and whole perfon imme- 
diately 
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diately prepoffeffed me in his favour. Before 
this period I had never feen any of thefe 
people but, as, one may fay, in a rude ftate, 
I however could not be fatisfed with con- 
templating this youth ; and his companions 
afiured.me that he was confidered in the 
country as.oneof thofe who were moft expert 
in throwing the aflagay and the fhort club*; 
and that, his dexterity in this refpect had 
acquired him great reputation. I had heard 
fo much of the Caffres, and of their formi= 
dable arms, that I eagerly embraced this op- 
portunity of being convinced, by my own 
eyes, what a young Cafire could do who 
was only eighteen years of age, and who 
boafted of his fkill with fo much fimpli- 
city. © As it was near dinner time, and 
as I propofed to regale all thefe people, as 
well as my own, I fent for a theep; and 
pointing to it with my finger, I gave the 
youth permiffion to take aim at it. In his 


jeft hand he held five afiagays, one of which, 


* “A kind of weapon ufed in the fame manner as the 
aflagay. I have a fmall and a large one in my col- 
lection. 
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at my defire, he grafped in his right; and 
the fheep, being let loofe, began to run to- 
wards the flock. In the mean time he 
brandifhed his aflagay with force; darted 
forward by four or five rapid leaps, and hav- 
ing difcharged the weapon, it flew through 
the air with a whizzing noife, and pierced 
the fides of the animal ; which ftaggered, 
and dropped down dead on the fpot. 

On this occafion I could not conceal my 
joy and my furprife. So much fkill and 
ftrength, added to gracefulnefs, excited 
the admiration of all my people. Vanity is 
an univerfal paffion; but it is modified ac- 
cording to manners and climates. In Eu- 
rope it fparkles in the eyes and in every 
feature of a beautiful woman, and infpires 
her with haughtinefs ; it is the foul of ta- 
lents, and gives birth to mafterpieces of 
every kind; it conceals itfelf even under the 
coarfeft attire and rags. In Africa, a favage 
cannot hide it: the teftimonies of approba- 
tion which we all beftowed upon my young 
Caffre, elevated his looks, and made the 
mufcles of his face expand. Proud of fuch 
a triumph, and of my applaufes, his feet no 

4. longer 
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longer touched the earth; he meafured my 
height, ftood clofe by my fide, and feemed 
to fay, In what am I inferior to you? 

His own countrymen were no lefs charm- 
ed with his fuccefs: they fixed their eyes 
upon me, and endeavoured to difcover by my 
looks what effect this fpecimen of {kill had 
produced in my mind. 

I had afterwards feveral opportunities of 
obferving, that thefe people want nothing 
but an able chief at their head, and good or- 
der eftablifhed among them, to deftroy the 
Hottentot nation, and all the colonies; but 
the fuperiority of our arms will render their 
courage and dexterity of no avail, whilft they 
have no other weapons for their defence but 
affagays. 

After drawing his lance from the body of 
the animal, the young Caffre {truck the iron 
point of it feveral times into the fand, and 
carefully wiped it with a handful of grafs. 

I was extremely forry that I could not ex- 
plain mytfelf properly to thefe {trangers ; the. 
length of time required for interpretation, 
and perhaps the narrow conception. of the 
interpreter, excited my impatience to fuch a 


degree 
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degroo that I could {carcely contain it. On 
the other hand, being more open and lively 
than the Hottentots, and having in their cha- 
rafter nothing approaching totheirtaciturnity, 
thefe people gained upon me in volubility ; 
and from the time of their arrival I had done 
nothing but return anfwers to thofe queftions 
with which their curiofity continually teazed 
me. As I wifhed-rather to be informed than 
to inform, I flattered myfelf with the hopes 
of feeing their volubility of words and con- 
fufed geftures foon at an end; and that at 
length I alfo fhould have my turn, when 
their Airtt effervefcence had fubfided. 

More provident than the Hottentots, and 
trufting lefs to chance for their fubfiftence, they 
had not fet out, as we commonly fay, with- 
out full pockets. They had brought along 
with them feveral oxen intended for provi- 
fion, and four more to carry their baggage. 
Nor had they forgot thofe beautiful baikets 
which ] had admired fo much among the 
Gonaquas ; and which they propofed to ex- 
change by the way, or with us, on very ad- 
vantageous terms. ‘They had alfo fome 


cows with their calves ; fo that this caravan 


had 
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had an air of wealth and opulence which one 
could not expect to find in the difmal valleys 
of Savoy. 

I marked out, at fome diftance from my 
camp, the precife fpot where I wifhed them 
to lodge; and being more fortunate or better 
obeyed than Idomeneus, when he built the 
city of Salentum, in the fpace of a few mi- 
nutes I faw a {mall colony rifing before me. 

When our fires were kindled, the fheep 
was cut into pieces and roafted;'and ina 
little time nothing remained of it but the 
fkin. I was not ignorant how powerful an 
agent intereft is to move all men, and how 
much it tends to difpofe them to benevolence. 
In my prefent fituation I put in’ practice 
this principle, which had fo often fucceeded 
with me before. Being defirous of gaining 
over thefe Caffres as I had gained the firft 
favages I met with, and particularly the Go- 
naquas, I diftributed among my guefts dif- 
ferent kinds of toys, and a certain quantity 
of tobacco. ‘They received my prefents with 
great fatisfaction, and each immediately be- 
gan to ufe them. 

But what chiefly engaged their attention, 
and what they would have gladly pilfered 


from 
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from me, wasiton. They devoured it with their 
eyes, extolling it highly, and feeming to value 
it above every thing elfe. Happening to fee 
fome hatchets, pick-axes, large augers, and 
utenfils of every kind, which were behind 
my waggons, they coveted them with a fort 
of impatience, and only wanted an opportu- 
nity to lay their hands upon them. I however 
well knew in what manner favages ought to 
be treated ; and I was fo little afraid of them, 
that, even if I had not been fo well armed, I 
fhould have willingly given up thefe objects 
to them; but, as I carried along with me fo 
many implements, they were become fo in= 
difpenfably neceflary, that it was impoflible 
for me to be generous, and facrifice them. 
Neverthelefs, in order that I might deftroy 
their defire, or at leaft weaken its ardour, 
fince I could not deprive them of a know- 
ledge of thefe valuable utenfils, I ordered 
them to be carefully concealed. From what 
{ had learned of the embarraflment under 
which thefe favages were with refpect to 
their arms, I found that it was indeed dan- 
gerous to expofe them to temptation any 
longer, as it might induce them to form re- 
folutions prejudicial to my repote, and to get 
pofleifion 


poffeffion of thofe articles by ftratagem, if 
they could not by open force. Such in ge- 
neral is the character of the real favage, and 
fuch is nature. No one has a right to retain 
that which belongs to all, and the leaft ine- 
quality would be a fource of the greateft 
misfortunes. Whoever has read Captain Cook’s 
Voyages to the South Seas, muft have remarked 
that this navigator and his crew never landed 
without fuftaining fome lofs; the iflanders 
robbed them even in their vefiel, carried 
away the arms of thofe who were fent out 
on hunting parties, and ftole the failors 
clothes, &c. Dr. Forfter informs us that 
Dr. Sparmann, after being robbed of his 
{word, loft alfo in the fame excurfion twoe 
thirds of his clothes. The Caffres and the 
Hottentots have not yet attained to that de- 
gree of dexterity; but they are not entirely 
free from blame in this refpect. To live on 
friendly terms with them, people muft wink 
at many petty loffes, or lock up their pro- 
perty carefully. 7 
_ I had a convincing proof of the prefling 
neceflity under which the Caffres were of 
procuring iron. I blamed myfelf for having 
made them advance perhaps too foon, and 
| for 
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for not. having taken proper precautions, 
I however followed them, and gave orders 
that they fhould be narrowly watched ; 
and both I and Klaas perceived, though not 
without uneafinefs, by the manner in which 
they converied together, and meafured the 
length and thicknefs of the bands that fur- 
rounded the wheels of my Carriages, how 
much delighted they were with this treafure. 
Had thefe people been able to read, and had 
they found in certain books, replete with ex-_ 
cellent morality, which are common in the 
hands of our ladies of fathion, that the fim- 
pleft means of refifting temptation 1s to yield 
to it—this maxim, which 1s rather too phi- 
lofophical, would not have been confidered 
by the Caffres as a pleafantry, much lefs as 
an abfurdity, and my ruin would have been 
unavoidable. 

The jealous and fufpicious eyes of my 
Hottentots were however ftill attentive to 
every thing that pafled ; and, as if my own 
remarks had not been fufficient, they came 
every moment to add. theirs,and® to ‘enter- 
tain me with fome new-tcene. I eafily guefl- 
ed their motives, for] every moment 'faw 4 
fpirit of difcord fomenting amongft them 5 

and 
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and it was then that, taking the whole blame, 
I juftly reproached myfelf for occafioning 
the fenfible coolnefs I remarked among my 
people, which my too great precipitation 
hhad given rife to; and I regretted that I 
had very unfeafonably ftopped at Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, to folicit the affiftance of all the 
planters, who by their fpeeches frightened 
my people, and difturbed the harmony of 
my caravan: fo true it is that the fuccefs of 
every enterprife depends upon fecrecy. 

At this time I indeed faw nothing te 
alarm me: for we had too great a fuperiog . 
rity over Our guefts, both in ftrength and in 
arms, had it been neceflary to have recourfe to 
violence, the laft means which ought to be em- 
ployed with favages. I had no occafion to be 
apprehenfive of any furprife on their part, as 
the fpot I had affigned them was fo fituated 
that the {malleft attempt would have occa- 
fioned their deftruétion; but this did not 
prevent me from redoubling my precautions 
and feverity, both to keep my people to their 
duty, and to convince my guefts that they 
could neither attack me openly, nor by ftra- 
tagem, with any hopes of fuccefs. If I ex- 
cept two of my chaffeurs whom I every day 

Voz. Il. N fent 
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fent to procure provifions, and four other 
people who guarded my cattle at pafture, 
there was not one of them that ever went 
out of my fight. As for me, I remained cons 
tinually in my camp, where I {pent whole 
days in converfing with the Caffres, and in 
making an interpreter explain their anfwers 
to thofe queftions which I every moment put 
to them, from a defire of being inftructed, 
and receiving certain information refpeCting 
this nation, ftill lefs known than that of the 
Hottentots. Our mutual embarraffment, and 
the difficulty of tranflating our different ex- 
preffions, wafted, I mutt own, a great deal 
of time. The knowledge I acquired every 
day came fo flowly, and amounted to fo 
little, that I {pent a whole week in thefe la- 
borious converfations: but finding at length 
nothing but affability and probity amongft 
them, and being convinced that they acted | 
fincerely and without deceit, I was under 
much lefs reftraint : I laid afide fome of my 
referve, and obliged all my people to be per- 
feftly eafy amongft them. 

In a little time, a better acquaintance with 
their language rendered our converfations 
-much more interefting; I began to make my- 
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felf underftood, and I comprehended much 
better what they faid to me. | 

They were continually importuning me to 
follow them to their country, and they twen- 
ty times repeated all thofe inducements which 
my interpreter had mentioned on his arrival. 
I was indeed too much inclined to liften to 
thefe feducing invitations; but itnever was my 
intention to fet out with them: the reafon of 
this will be feen hereafter. I therefore beg- 
ged to be excufed, telling them that it was 
impoffible for me to get ready fo foon as 
they wifhed; and then examining them all 
in the ftricteft manner, I added, that, not 
being acquainted with their country myfelf, 
T had been told that it was filled with moun- 
tains and woods, difficult to be pafled, and | 
that on this account I could not carry my 
oxen and carriages along with me. They ap- 
peared to be very little affected with this de- 
claration; and from the pleafure which they 
{eemed to teftify on my promifing foon to pay 
them a vifit, I judged that they had no great 
hopes of getting poffeffion of my large pick- 
axes, and the iron that furrounded the wheels 
of my waggons. 

fn* proportion, however, as I exprefled 

N 2 my 
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my friendfhip towards them, and made them 
promifes, I obferved their vengeance kindle 
up in their countenances, and that they 
feemed to place their only hopes of fafety 
in me. They held many conferences, prefled 
clofe one to another, and fufficiently fhewed 
by their geftures the high opinion which 
they had formed of my ftrength, and of my 
fincere defire to ferve them. ‘The name of 
the ferocious inhabitant of Bruyntjes- Hoogte 
was continually in their mouths; and one 
of them, fhaking his head through {pite and 
rage, told me that, among other victims, his 
wife ready to lie-in, and two children, had 
been butchered by the hand of this planter; 
and that a thirft of blood had hurried him to 
this crime, merely from a pleafure of com- 
mitting it. However fhocking the following 
anecdote may appear, I muft give it a place 
here, in the fame manner in which it was 
told me, and as it has been fince certified to 
me more than twenty times. 

At a time when the planters and the Caf- 
fres lived on good terms together, and had 
no reafon to fear or to perfecute each other, 
the tiger of Bruyntjes-Hoogte, who was dif- 
concerted by this harmony, and who could 


mot 
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not be happy except when furrounded by 
carnage and flaughter, in hopes of ftirring 
up the flames of war, and reviving ancient 
quarrels, thought proper to procure from the 
town a few gun-barrels, which were of no 
more value than old iron. Having eafily found 
means to exchange them with the Caffres,who 
are always in want of fuch things, before he 
delivered them he fpiked up the touch-holes, 
put a double charge of powder into each of 
them, and filled them with nails and pieces of 
iron, which he rammed into them up to the 
mouth. The unhappy favages, who were 
not acquainted with fire-arms but from their 
effects, and who knew nothing of their me- 
chanifm, carried home their barrels, and pre- 
pared to form them into aflagays, The fires 
being kindled, and the fatal barrels put into 
them, as foon as they grew hot the powder 
took fire, and produced a dreadful explofion, 
which in a moment {cattered the immenfe 
furnace, the workmen, and their inftruments; 
and even wounded a great many who ftood 
at a confiderable diftance. One of them’ who 
told me this circumftance, of which the 
whole horde were witnefles, made me count 
the wounds he received by ‘his tragical ex- 
: N 3 periment, 


182 TRAVELS Ba 
periment, and the indelible {cars with which 
his whole body was covered. 

One anecdote of this nature is fufficient to 
juftify the implacable hatred which rages in 
the rankled breafts of the Caffres; and which 
we may even fay that they bring into the 
world with them. Why, therefore, fhould 
we confider as the effedts of a difpofition 
naturally ferocious, thofe fudden and unex- 
pected attacks, which are only at bottom | 
juft reprifals? Nature has not been more 
a ftep-mother to the Caffres than to any 
other favage nation ; all equally revolt at in- 
juftice and tyranny; and the calmeft and 
mot{t peaceable beings that we know, the 
Caribs of the fouthern coafts of America, are 
transformed into furious lions, if any incon- 
fiderate invader only dares to attack them in 
their humble retreats. 

lf the Caffres, when opprefled by perfe- 
cution, and continually plundered and ha- 
raffed, have been induced to commit acts of 
cruelty; if their plans for being revenged 
have fometimes fucceeded ; and if they have 
trod down and deftrayed crops, burnt plan- 
tations, and maffacred the proprietors, the 
white people lent them their fury, by giv- 
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ing them ser of the moft horrid out- 
rages. 

The hatred of the Caffres is ftill unfortus 
nately extended to a part of the Hottentots, 
whom the infidious and treacherous policy 
of the planters has perverted, and engaged 
in their confpiracies, in order to leffen 
thofe rifques to which the method necef- 
 fary to be purfued with the Caffres ex- 
pofes them, and to be able to meet them 
upon an equal footing. Thefe precautions, 
however, are often of no avail againft the 
addrefs and active vigilance of the enemy. 
The Hottentot, too timid, and too badly 
armed, to fhew himfelf openly, depends 
much upon ftratagem: taking upon himfelf 
the office of {py, he filently reconnoitres ar 
pofts occupied by the adverfe patty; a 
above all, thofe where their treafures are pe 
pofited. But the piercing eye of the Caffre 
foon difcovers his fecret motions ; and dart- 
ing upon the {py like an arrow, he inftantly 
facrifices him to his vengeance. 

By ftudying this nation, fo much afperfed, 
every day more and more, [| began to enter- 
tain a no lefs-favourable opinion of them 
than I did of that of the Hottentots; and 
N 4 from 
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from my own principles, and manner of be-~ 
having to the favages, I could not allow my- 
felf to think that I was in any danger from 
either of them. My hours, the pleafures and 
occupations of which I continually varied, 
rolled on like the patt, without trouble and 
without uneafinefs, I had begun my hunt- 
ing excurfions, and my guefts. followed me 
in turns; but I chofe to be accompanied, in 
preference to any other, by my young Caftre,, 
who afforded me the fatisfaction of feeing 
fometimes a gnou fall by his hand, and 
{ometimes other animals, which he killed 
with his formidable affagay with as much. 
dexterity as he had fhewn in piercing the 
‘fheep. In one of our hunting parties he af- 
fitted me to kill a male hippopotamus of an 
extraordinary fize; it was the only one we 
had met with, and perhaps the only one to be 
found inthe compafs of ten miles: the firing 
of our fufees, which thundered on all fides” 
from morning till night, had undoubtedly 
frightened all the reft. I did not find in 
this one that flavour which had given me fa 
much pleafure in the firft female I killed. 
My people pretended that it was too old; and 
that, befides, a female was always {uperior in 


delicacy. 
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delicacy. Its flefh had a more folid confift- 
ence, but it was not fo thick as that of the 
females, which differ in nothing from what 
we call in France petit fale ; but, above all, it 
was difguftingly rancid, except for the palate 
of a Hottentot. The Caffres, who are not fo 
fond of greafe as the Hottentots, fet no great 
value upon it, and preferred the fleth of their 
oxen. Even the fheep did not tempt them; 
and this may fufficiently account for their 
never breeding any of thefe animals. 

I had not yet taken a near view of the 
horned cattle which they brought. along with 
them, becaufe at break of day they ftrayed 
to the thickets and paftures, and were not 
brought back by their keepers till the even- 
ing. One day, however, having repaired to 
their kraal very early, I was much furprifed 
when I firft beheld one of thefe animals. I 
{carcely knew them to be oxen and cows: 
not on account of their being much fmaller 
than ours, fince I obferved in them the fame 
form, and the fame fundamental characterif- 
tics, in which I could not be deceived ; but 
on account of the multiplicity of their horns, 
and the variety of their different twiftings. 
They had a great refemblance to thofe ma- 

rine 
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rine productions, known by naturalifts under 
the name of fags forns. Being at this time 
perfuaded that thefe concretions, of which I 
had no idea, were a peculiar prefent of na- 
ture, I confidered the Caffre oxen as a va- 
riety of the {pecies: but I was undeceived by 
my guefts, who informed me that this fin- 
gularity was only the effet of their inven- 
tion and tafte; and that, by means of a pro- 
cefs with which they were well acquainted, 
they could not only multiply thefe horns, ' 
but alfo give them any forms that their ima- 
gination might fuggeft. Having offered to 
exhibit their fkill in my prefence, if I had 
any defire of learning their method, it ap- 
peared to me fo new and uncommon, that I 
was willing to ferve an apprenticefhip; and 
for feveral days I attended a regular courfe 
of leffons on this fubject. : 
They take the animal at as tender an age 
as poflible; and, when the horns begin to ap- 
pear, they make a fmall vertical incifion in 
them with a faw, or with any other inftru- 
ment that may be fubftituted for it, and di- 
vide them into two parts. This divifion 
makes the horns, yet tender, feparate of 
themiclves ; ; fo that in time the animal has 
four 
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four very diftiné& ones. If they with to 
have fix, or even more, feveral. notches made 
with the faw produce as many as may be re- 
quired: but if they are defirous of forcing 
one of thefe divifions, or the whole horn, to 
form, for example, a complete circle, they 
cut away from the point, which muft not be 
hurt, a fmall part of its thicknefs; and this 
amputation, often reffewed, and with much 
patience, makes the horn bend in a contrary 
direction; and the point meeting the root, 
it exhibits the appearance of a perfect circle. 
As it is certain that incilion always caufes 
a greater or lefs degree of Bending, it may 
be readily conceived that every variation that 
caprice can imagine may be produced by 
this fimple method. | 

“In fhort, one muft be born a Caffre; and 
have his tafte and patience, to fubmit to that 
minute care and unwearied attention required 
for this operation, which in this country can 
only be ufelefs, but which in other climates 
would be hurtful: for the horn, thus disfi- 
gured, would become weak ; whereas, when 
preferved {trong and entire, it keeps at a dif- 
tance the famifhed bears and wolves of Eu- 
rope, 
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Whilft I was among the Caffres, furveying 
their oxen and utenfils, and haraffing them 
with queftions refpecting their country, their 
| manners, and their cufloms, my attention 
was attracted by a hollow noife which feemed 
to proceed from a great diftance, and which 
_ ftruck my ear at certain intervals. Having 
afked them what it was, and whether they 
heard it as well as I, they informed me that 
three or four of their companions were em- 
ployed at the bottom of a fmall rock, which 
they had difcovered in the neighbourhood, 
in forging fome arms from hits of old iron 
_ they had brought with them, or procured in 
exchange by the way. Being equally anxious 
to know whether they had not ftole fome of 
my utenfils, as curious to learn their manner 
of proceeding in an operation fo difficult for 
favages, deftitute of even the fimpleft tools, 
I prevailed on two of them to leave the reift, 
and to conduct me tothe forge. As this un- 
expected vifit, which furnifhed me with an 
opportunity of giving thefe people fome 
information refpecting the firft mechanifm 
of a forge, of which they had little idea, 
may have been attended with very import- 
ant canfequences, I muft not omit the leatt 
circumftance 
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circumftance of a fcene, whica was equally 
new to me as well as to thefe favages. 

The Caftres forge and fabricate their own 
affagay ; but, as they are not acquainted with 
any of the properties of iron except its mal- 
leability, their art does not extend fo far as 
to caft it; and on this account they mutt 
have that which has been already wrought. 
They are wonderfully expert in applying to 
their own purpofes old gun-barrels, hoops, 
and other pieces of iron. Their aflagays are 
of two kinds: in one the handle is entirely 
of iron, and perfe@tly round; the other, 
which is more {kilfully, I ought rather to 
fay cruelly, formed, has a fquare handle, and 
two of the angles are full of notches inclin- 
ing downwards, whilft thofe of the two al- 
ternate ones incline in a contrary direction ; 
which occafions a dreadful laceration in the 
flefh, whether they enter the body or are ex- 
tracted from it. Their patience cannot fail 
to excite admiration, when one thinks that 
with a block of granite, or even common 
rock, which ferves them for an anvil, and 
a piece of the fame fubftance for a hammer, 
they fabricate arms as well finifhed as if they 
had come from the hands of the moft fil © 

| ful 


190 TRAVELS IN 


ful artift. I defy any blackfmith, notwith- 
ftanding all his kill, and every effort of his 
ingenuity, to form any thing, with the two in- 
ftruments I have mentioned, equal to what is 
produced by thefe favages. 
Thofe whom I faw were colle&ed around 
a huge fire, at the. bottom of a rocky emi- 
nence, and were drawing from -it a pretty 
large bar of iron, which was red hot. Hav- 
ing placed it on the anvil, they began to beat 
wt with ftones exceedingly hard, and of fucha 
figure as rendered them eafy to be held and 
managed in the hand. They feemed to pers 
form their work with much dexterity. But 
what appeared to me moft extraordinary, and 
afforded me an excellent opportunity of giv- 
ing them fome ufeful leflons on its mecha~ 
nifm, had they been capable of putting them 
in practice, was their bellows. Their bellows 
indeed, which was a moft wretched inftru- 
ment, was compofed of a fheep’s fkin properly 
ftripped off, and well fewed. Thofe parts 
that covered the’ four feet, which had been 
cut offas ufelefs, and even incommodious, were 
tied. They had-alfo cut off the head; and 
placed in the orifice of the neck the mouth 
of a gun barrel, around which the fkin-was 
| drawn 
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drawn together, and carefully faftened. The 
perfon who ufed this inftrument, holding the 
pipe to the fire with one hand, pufhed for- 
‘wards and drew back the extremity of the 
{kin with the other; and though this fatigu- 
ing method did not always give intenfity to 
the fire fufficient to heat the iron, yet as thefe 
poor Cyclops were acquainted with no other, — 
they were never difcouraged. I fincerely pi- 
tied them; and the pains they took to accom- 
plifh their end, redoubled the pleafure which 
I enjoyed in pointmg out to them an eafier 
and much more effectual procefs. I had great 
difficulty to make them comprehend how 
much fuperior the bellows of our forges in 
Europe were to their invention; and being 
perfuaded that the little they might catch of 
my explanation would foon efcape from their — 
memories, and would confequently be of no 
real advantage to them, I refolved to add ex- 
ample to precept, and to operate myfelf in 
their prefence. Having difpatched one of my 
people to our camp, with orders to bring 
the bottoms of two boxes, a piece of a fum- | 
mer krofs, a hoop, a few {mall nails, a ham- 
mer, a faw, and other tools that I might have 
eccafion for—as foon as he returned, J] form- 
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ed in great hafte, and in a very rude man- 
ner, a pair of bellows, which were not more 
powerful than thofe generally ufed in our 
kitchens. Two pieces of hoop, which I placed 
in the infide, ferved to keep the fkin always 
at an equal diftance; and I did not forget to 
make a hole in the inferior part, to give a 
readier admittance to the air—a fimple me- 
thod of which they had no conception, and 
for want of which they were obliged to wafte 
a great deal of time in filling their fheep’s 
fkin. I had no iron pipe; but, as I only meant 
to make a model, I fixed to the extremity of 
mine a toothpick cafe, after fawing off one 
of its ends. Ithen placed my inftrument on 
the ground, near the fire; and having fixed a 
forked ftick in the ground, I laid acrofs it a 
kind of lever, which was faftened to a bit of 
packthread proceeding from the bellows, and 
to which was fixed a piece of lead weighing 
feven or eight pounds. To form a juft idea 
of the furprife of thefe Caffres on this occa= — 
fion, one muft have feen with what attention 
they beheld all my operations; the uncer- 
tainty under which they were, and‘their anx- 
iety to difcover what would be the event. 
They could not reftrain their acclamations, 

; when 
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when they faw me by a few eafy motions, 
and with one hand, give their fire the greateft 
activity, by the velocity with which I made 
my machine draw in, and again forcé out the 
air. Putting fome pieces of iron into their 
fire, I made them in a few minutes red hot, | 
which they undoubtedly could not have done 
in halfan hour. This fpecimen of my fkill 
raifed their aftonifhment to the higheft pitch. 
I may venture to fay that they were almoft 
convulfed and thrown into a delirium. They 
danced and capered around the bellows ; each 
tried them in turns, and they clapped their 
hands the better to teftify their joy. They 
begged me to make them a prefent of this 
wonderful machine, and {cemed to wait for 
my anfwer with impatience, not imagining, 
as I judged, that I would readily give up 
fo valuable a piece of furniture. It would 
afford me great pleafure to hear, at fome fu- 
ture period, that they make ufe of my bel- 
lows that they have brought them to per- 
fection; and, above all, that they preferve 
a remembrance of that ftranger who firft 
fupplied them with the moft effential in- 
{trument in metallurgy. 

The inhabitant of Caffraria lives fo fami- 
Vo. II. O liarly 


194. TRAVELS ALIN 

liarly amidit his cattle, and fpeaks to them 
with fo much mildnefs, that they pay the 
moft perfect obedience to his voice. As they 
are never tormented or cruelly treated by their 
keepers, thefe pacific animals never ufe againft 
them thofe arms which they have received 
from nature. The owner taking upon him- 
felf the care of inftru€ting and cleaning them, 
does not even tie up the cows in order to be 
milked. If maternal fenfations, however, {peak 
forcibly to their inftinat, and induce them to 
keep back their milk for the ufe of their 
young, the means employed by the Caffres 
to compel them to yield it, are much fimpler 
and lefs difgufting than thofe employed by 
the Hottentots. A fhackle is put round one 
of the animal’s hind feet; a robuft man then 
drags it backwards, and being hurt by this 
attitude, fhe immediately fuffers her milk to 
flow. The fame method is purfued when a 
cow has been deprived of her calf. Whether 
this difference between thefe cows and thofe 
of Europe arifes from their nature, their 
{pecies, or the climate; it is certain that it 
exifts, and that the expedient I have men- 
tioned is neceffary, and generally practifed 
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The milk is received in. batkets of that 
kind which I have already mentioned, and 
which are generally made by the women. 
Their fize depends upon fancy, but their 
form is always the fame. Being extremely 
light, and in no danger of breaking, they are, 
without doubt, preferable to our vefiels, of 
whatever fubftance they may be. As the 
women who were in my camp had not for- 
got their tools, and had brought reeds with 
them, that they might not remain idle, I 
amufed myfelf in feeing them weave fome of 
thefe pretty bafkets, which they eagerly ex- 
changed with me for toys, as foon as they 
had finifhed them. 

Before they drew down the milk into 
thefe veflels, they took care to wafh them 
thoroughly; but this was lefs owing to a 
turn for cleanlinefs, than with a defign to 
render them clofer in their texture; for, how- 
ever much prepoflefled I may be in favour of 
thefe favages, as I profefs that it 1s my in- 
tention to fay every thing refpecting them 
that I know, I muft not conceal even their 
faults. I muft acknowledge, therefore, that 
the Caffres are conftantly accuftomed to 
feafon their utenfils with their own urine; 
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and that they never give themfelves the 
trouble to fearch for water, when it is not 
clofe at hand. 

This method, which they practifed before 
my eyes, was not very delicate. ‘They took 
care every evening to bring me a bafket full of 
milk, which my people and Kees, much lefs 
difficult than their mafter, gladly accepted. 
‘T, however, carefully avoided to thew before 
my neighbours the invincible difguft which 
their daily prefents gave me; and I would 
rather have been poifoned for a few mo- 
ments than have diftreffed or mortified them 
by a refufal; for it has always been, my 
maxim, in all the places through which I 
pafled, never to oppofe received cuftoms. 
Nothing offends or irritates a people fo much 
as to attack, by fatire and ridicule, their opi-- 
nions, their tafte, and their ufages ; and, in- 
deed, nothing is more abfurd and indecent. I 
am forry that I have this accufation to make 
againft the moft focial and the moft amiable 
of nations; and to fée them in this refpe& 
an objet of reproach even to their neareft 
neighbours. Can it appear ftrange that one 
does not obferve at London, the air, the man- 
ners, and the politenefs, of thie agreeable cox- 

comb 
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comb of the banks of the Seine? A man of 
fenfe never condemns, in an open manner, 
any thing that he fees pradctifed in thofe 
countries through which he travels: how- 
ever ridiculous their prejudices may be, he 
. pretends to refpedt them, becaufe he has no 
right to oppofe them. This method, which 
leaves an open field for reflection, procures 
him a flattering reception, and thofe atten- 
tions which are due to all men of every 
country. If there be any cafe in which the 
application of thefe principles is indifpen- 
fably neceflary, it is, above all, with refpect 
to favages. In my opinion, nothing is fu- 
perior to roaft beef and plum pudding, 
when I dine in England; I would {wallow 
train oil with the Laplander; and, among 
the Hottentots, contented with their fteaks, 
I could eafily forget bread, and confider corn 
as of no utility. 

However ftrong the attachment of a Caffre 
may be to his flocks, it is by no means ex- 
clufive ; he has a violent affection, that even 
becomes a kind of paffion, for his dog, and 
he fhews every attention, and the moft ex- 
travagant fondnefs, for this animal; grati~ 
tude, therefore, foon induces it to become 
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his beft friend. My pack were never fo 
much careffed, nor fo well fed, as during the 
time that this fall horde remained with 
e: my great Yager, above all, excited their 
Oa ideation: they continually told me, that 
he was a moft noble animal ; and fo much 
were their minds infatuated in this refpect, 
that there was not a fingle man in the com- 
pany, who, if I had defired it, would not 
have given twelve oxen in exchange | for him. 
Tt muit be allowed that Yager was one of 
the ftrongeft and beft made dogs in the co- 
lonies. Neither he nor any of his com pa- 
nions ever quitted my guetts, with whom 
they fpent the greater part of the day in 
their kraals. Thefe good people fuffered 
them to lap quietly the milk in their baf- 
kets ; nor did they ever dare to touch it un- 
til thefe parafites were fatisfied. Tam firmly 
perfuaded, that thefe animals, which return- 
ed every oe to their kennels, would : 
have | been of no fervice to us, had we been 
threatened with any danger from the fa- 
vages. They were fo much attached to the 
Caffres, and had become fo litel ee accuftomed 
to my people, that when any of them wan- 
dered too far, and returned to the camp later 
than 
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than ufual, he was obliged to call out to his 
companions to confine the dogs, to prevent 
his being attacked, and perhaps torn to 
pieces. 

On the flighteft appearance of any trea- 
cherous defign on the part of the Caffres, I 
would have ordered my whole pack to be 
tied up; but, as I faw nothing that could 
awaken my ful picions, had I prevented them 
from enjoying the company of my dogs, I 
fhould only have mortified them to no pur- 
pofe, and deprived them of a pleafure which 
attached them more and more to my per- 
fon; and I fhouid have befides deftroyed that 
freedom which rendered them every moment 
more fincere. 

Befides, my manner of thinking, in this 
re{pect, was peculiar to myfelf. In vain 
fhould I have attempted to make the Hot- 
tentots adopt my opinions; for a panic ter- 
ror keeping them always in continual dread, 
all my reprefentations and remarks on the 
opennéfs and affability of thefe ftrangers, 
and even their own imprudent acknowledg- 
ments, were not capable of rooting out their 
prejudices. Caffraria, according to them, 
was foon to be the tomb which I took a 
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pleafure to dig with my own hands; and as 
they refufed to be accomplices in my death, 
they would by no means confent to be the 
victims of my rafhnefs. Neither the fear of 
punifhment, when I fhould return to the 
Dutch fettlements, nor my threats of chaf- 
tifing fuch bafe deferters on the {pot, could 
move them from their refolution. 

This change always appeared to me to be 
fomething new; and I was much vexed to fee 
them fo obftinate in thwarting my defires, and 
fo forgetful of their duty. I had, it is true, 
found them refractory and difobedient before 
I arrived at Bruyntjes-Hoogte, when I faw 
myfelf cruelly abandoned by the horde who 
had for fome time travelled along with me, 
and by the detachment that joined me in the 
night: but here circumftances were widely 
different. We had no affurances or promifes 
from the Caffres ; we had never before fallen 
in with any of them; their manners, their 
character, and their way of living, were en- 
tirely unknown to us ; prejudice, ope is ge- 
nerally ftrengthened by the abfence of dan- 
ger, had always reprefented them to us as 
a ferocious and fanguinary people. The 
{cheme of penetrating through their country 
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as far as the fea, might therefore juftly alarm 

men deftitute of firmnefs and intrepidity ; 
but at this time I could fee nothing in their 
refufal except, obftinacy and difobedience, 
and a certain fpirit of diforder, which in- 
{pired them with a diflike for the tedioufnefs 
and fatigue of fo long a journey. Other 
caufes, which I did not then know, and 
which I difcovered too late, Ronmapused alfo 
to the fame end. 

Being, however, determined to follow my 
own plan, and wifhing to be accompanied 
only by people who had never dared to fhew 
the leaft figns of difobedience, who could 
boaft of having fubjected obitacles to my 
pleafure, and who had never dictated to their 
_ chief, as maxims of prudence, what were 
only the precautions of their fear and pufilla- 
nimity, I tormented my imagination, if I 
may fo exprefs it, and made a thoufand ef- 
forts to devife fome means of extricating 
myfelf from my difagreeable fituation. 

I depended upon Klaas as on myfelf, and 
I was equally fure of old Swanepoel and my 
hunter Zean, who had followed me from 
Milk-Valley, and who killed for me the 
firtt teeiran or blue antelope: Pit and Adam 

were 
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were likewife both ftrongly attached to me; 
and Narina’s coufin, and two of his compa- 
nions, had offered me their fervices: but all 
thefe three being entirely unacquainted with 
the ufe of fire-arms, might be as much afraid 
of difcharging a fufee as of receiving the fire 
of others. They, however, added to my 
number, and I hoped to be able to derive 
fome benefit from their affiftance. The 
Greeks who burnt the city of Troy had nei- 
ther the ftrength nor the arms of Achilles. 

With thefe eight people I refolved there- 
fore to attempt this journey; but as my plan 
was not yet properly digefted, I thought it 
would be proper not to give any intimation 
of my defign until the departure of the 
Caffres, whom I wifhed above all not to 
know any thing of it. 

A fecret, however, which had hitherto 
efcaped me, notwithftanding all my forefight 
and care, unexpectedly cleared up part of my 
fufpicions. Klaas arriving one afternoon 
from a hunting excurfion, entered my tent, 
and informed me that four baftard Hotten- 
tots were concealed in my camp, and that 
he fufpefed them to be fpies fent by the 


planters of Bruyntjes-Hoogte. He under- 
ftood, 
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ftood, he faid, from fuch part of the conver- 
fation of thefe villains as he could overhear, 
that the whites knew of the arrival of the 
Caffres at my camp, and of their refidence 
there; that they all murmured on this ac- 
count, and were aftonifhed that I fhould re- 
ceive their moft inveterate enemies with fo 
much cordiality. Klaas ftrongly urged me to 
be on my guard until he fhould learn more ; 
-requefting me, above all, to be extremely cau- 
tious of trufting one of my people, named 
Slinger, whom he believed to be privy to 
their defigns, and to co-operate fecretly with 
the four emiffaries. 

Filled with indignation at the audaciouf- 
nefs of thefe people, and the affurance which 
they had to enter my camp, | ordered them 
immediately to be brought before me. By 
their timid and embarrafied gait, I could 
eafily perceive their guilt; and I afked them, 
in a ftern manner, by whofe orders they had 
dared to introduce themfelves among. my 
people, and to conceal themfelves without 
letting me know, as if they hoped to efcape 
detection. ‘This fpeech, delivered rather in 
a harth tone, my threats of inflicting inflant 
punifhment upén them, and the paffion 
with 
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with which all my features were animated, 
frightened them fo much, that they were in- 
capable of returning an anfwer, I added, 
that I: fuffered no {pics near me; that I al- 
ways fufpected thofe who entered my camp 
privately, and that they deferved to be pu- 
nifhed as traitors; that I did. not. confider 
them of fo much confequence as to proceed 
to fuch an extremity; but that they might, 
whatever had been their intention, tell thofe 
who fent them every thing they had feen; 
that being perfe&tly mafter of my own will, 
no one had a right to call me to an account 
for my actions; that an irreproachable con- 
duct placed me beyond the reach of fear; 
that, as I never efpoufed quarrels in which I 
had no concern, I had no reafon for enter- 
ing into any with thefe Caffres, by whom I 
wvas furrounded, and to whom I would rea- 
dily render thofe fervices which friendly and 
inofrenfive people had aright to expe from 
the compaflionate and juft part of mankind; 
that 1 would be anf{werable for their good be- 
haviour, and take them under my protection 
as long as they remained with me; but that 
equity, which prompted me to defend them, 
would: alfo determine me to turn my arms 
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againft them, fhould I obferve them make the 
leaft attempt to difturb the repofe of the 
planters. I concluded by obferving, that I 
was fufficiently acquainted with the condu& 
of both, to be convinced that thefe favages, 
who breathed nothing but peace and tran- 
quillity, would never be the firft to give the 
fignal for committing hoftilities. : 

After this difcourfe, which was rather 
fharp, I ordered thefe four baftard Hottentots 
inftantly- to quit my camp, and made four of 
my fufileers accompany them until they 
“fhould be out of my fight. I warned them, 
that if ever they fhould think proper to return, 
whatever might be their pretext, I would 
purfue them as I would do wild beatts; and 
‘every other perfon who might appear with the 
like iritentions, as thofe which had brought 
“them. This laft threat feemed to make a 
confiderable impreflion on my Hottentots ; 
who, on hearing the noife, had aflembled 
around my tent. When it came to their 
turn to’ be interrogated refpeCting the fecret 
abode ‘of thefe f{pies, whom they had. har- 
.boured in fo criminal a manner in my camp, 
‘hot-one of them ventured to utter a fingle 
word in his own defence. 1 therefore ¢ 
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vent to very cutting and fevere reproaches, 
and threatened to put the firft of them te 
death who fhould dare to direé his fteps to- 
wards that quarter in which the planters 
lived, with whom I withed them to have no 
communication whatever. As for Slinger, 
i treated him in a very harfh manner, and 
pofitively forbade him ever to quit his poft 
without my leave. 

The Caffres, who were prefent at this 
{cene, having remarked that I had more than 
once alluded to them by my geftures, they 
_ feemed to be alarmed at the marks of anger 

which were difplayed in my looks, and by the 
confternation that prevailed among my Hot- 
tentots. They readily perceived how much 
I was incenfed againft them for what had 
paffed in my camp; but as they underftood 
lefs of our language than I underftood of 
theirs, they were as much furprifed as uneafy 
at all this noife. By their eyes, which they 
turned firft to one fide and then to another, 
and fixed fometimes on our countenances, 
they exprefled the perplexity and fufpentfe 
with which their minds were agitated. 
Hans, however, took care to explain this 
enigma, and I thought that they then be-~ 

came 
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carne much more compofed; but when he 
informed them that the planters had taken 
fhelter fo near us, they were plunged into 
the utmoft diftrefs. They imagined that, 
being informed by the four {pies, whom I 
had difmiffed, of their abode with me, thefe 
treacherous and vindictive white men would 
immediately haften to attack them, and to 
deftroy them even in my camp. In vain did 
I endeavour to allay their fears, by afluring 
them that they were perfe@tly fafe, and that 
{I would fupport and prote& them. I no 
longer beheld in them that open and fincere 
joy which proceeds from tranquillity of mind. 
They conferred much more than ufual with 
one another, and appeared as if they were 
concerting meafures together, and wifhed 
only to depart, in order that they might fly 
from the danger that threatened them. Hans, 
who had accompanied them that evening 
when they retired to their kraal, confefled to 
me next morning, that they fufpected him. 
to be a traitor who had enticed them to me 
to be butchered, and that, confequently, I 
myfelf was not free from fufpicion; that 
they remembered one of thefe four baftard 
whites to have often vifited their country, un- 
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der the pretence of exchanging cattle; that, 
believing him to be a fincere friend, they 
had repofed the greateft confidence in him, 
and never faw him arrive among them with- 
out teftifying their joy at his prefence ; but 
that this monfter foon betrayed them in the 
bafeft manner, and that he durft not-after- 
wards appear amoneit them, from a dread of 
finding, in fudden death, a juft punitiinent 
for his villany. 

Hans informed me -befides, that they had 
formed a refolution to return; and that they 
begged him to prevail upon me to give them 
fome old iron, in exchange for a few oxen 
which they had brought along with them. 
I, however, flatly refufed to grant them this 
article, giving them to underftand that it 
was impoflible for me. to comply with their 
ease as | was unwilling : to be accufed of 

having fupplied them with arms againtt the 
planters ; that, without any. interefted views, 
and merely from a defire of obliging them, I 
fhould, under any other circumttances, have 
been extremely happy to give’ them this 
mark of friendfhip ; but that, they muft be 
fenfible, as affairs then ftood, that I was not 
at liberty to behave towards them fo ho- 
nourably 
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nourably as I wifhed; that, except iron, every 
thing I pofleffed was at their fervice; that 
I would give them a proof of this before 
their departure: and, to foften the harfh-' 
nefs of my refufal, I added, that being de- 
firous of continuing in friendfhip with the 
whole world, and of obferving, both towards. 
them and the planters, that {trict neutrality 
which I had always profeffed, I was ready, 
upon every occafion, to give the fame an{wer 
to their enemies, fhould they, when in ‘want 
_of arms or ammunition, come to implore my 
affiftance in order to continue the war. : 
Though this anfwer and the fubfequent 
explanation were clear and precife, thete fa- 
vages, who are never difcouraged by the firft 
refufal, returned to the charge, and renewed 
their importunities more than once; but 
my reiolution was formed, and upon this 
head I was inexorable. I was too well ac- 
quainted with the exaggerating difpotition of 
the planters, who would not have failed to 
accufe me of perfidy for the leaft article ex- 
torted from me by their importunity, and 
for fhewing weaknefs or condefcenficn in 
‘fuch a delicate conjuncture. I do not doubt 
that they would have even gladly embraced 
Wot. ll. - Mie this 
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this opportunity of being revenged for the 
contempt with which I had more than once 
treated them ; and they would then have no 
longer wanted a pretence for rendering me 
criminal. However powerful this prudent 
policy might be, which induced me to-be- 
have in this manner towards them, I had 
fill a motive of much greater weight. . 
Being too much above the attacks of thefe 
banditti, and their atrocious confpiracies, 
by refufing arms to thefe favages againft the 
planters, and to the latter refources againft 
the favages, I prevented them from conti- 
nuing their horrid ravages. In cafe either 
of the parties fhould be exhaufted, as had 
more than once happened, I could not fup- 
ply them without taking a part in their 
quarrels ; and this conduct would have very 
ill agreed with the integrity and fentiments 
of my heart. I even {crupled to accept a 
few cattle, offered me by the Caffres in ex- 
change for a quantity of beads and toys, 
which I diftributed among them when they 
departed. | 

I greatly wifhed that the young Caffre 
would remain with me ; but I had no better 
fuccefs in endeavouring to entice him, than 
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his companions had in attempting to prevail 
on me to give them old tron. Neither 
my prefents, nor the promifes I made of 
leaving him at liberty to depart in cafe he 
fhould not find his fituation agreeable with 
me, had any effet upon him. He witlftood 
my folicitations with fo much firmned(s, that 
I loft all hopes of having any influence over 
him: **I know the whites too well,” faid 
he to me; ‘* they have done us much hurt, 
‘‘and ftill continue their injuries: were I 
‘* imple enough to follow you, in vain fhould 
“‘T require you to fulfil your promifes: I 
‘¢ fhould never be permitted to fee my coun- 
‘try again.” From the very juft prejudices 
entertained by his nation, who in the time 
of peace had fometimes frequented Bruyntjes- 
Hoogte, he was afraid of being treated in the 
fame manner as the planters who inhabit that’ 
part of the country treat their flaves : and had 
he, from an attachment towards me, yielded 
with a good grace, and confented to follow 
me, he was not aflured, he faid, that I 
fhould always have it in my power to protect 
him, and to fend him back fafe. I did every 
thing I could to deftroy this prejudice, tell- 
ing him that he ought not to confound all 
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the Dutch nation with thofe fanguinary and 
perfidious planters; that he ought alfo to en- 
quire whether the people I had in my fer- 
vice were unhappy, or had any caufe to 
complain ; and that all of them were their 
own matters, and might quit me whenever 
they chofe. Notwithftanding all thefe ar- 
gsuments, this young man continued in his 
refolution with aftonifhing firmnefs and ob- 
ftinacy ; fo that, finding them in vain, I put 
an end to my folicitations. 

Our frequent hunting excurfions, and the 
petty altercations that arofe in my camp, had 
confiderably interrupted my eafy and familiar 
converfation with the Caffres; but they did 
not make me entirely forget to procure in- 
formation. I returned to this fubje& from 
time to time, and they gratified my curiofity 
with that cordiality with which a grateful 
fenfe of ‘my kindnefs had infpired them. 
The news of their intended departure made 
me {till more eager to afk them queftions : 
above all, I had not yet forgotten the unhappy 
people who had been fhipwrecked; but they 
could not make me acquainted with all thofe 
particulars which I was defirous of learning. 
They knew only that fuch a misfortune had 
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happened ; but as they were eftablifhed to 
the north-weft, and ftill more diftant from 
the fea, they could tell me nothing certain 
refpecting that unhappy cataftrophe. They» 
had indeed feen the greater part of the ef- 
feéts carried away from the wreck of the vef- 
fel: for feveral hordes had bartered them for 
cattle, and even thofe who were in my camp 


had fome of thefe things in their pofieffion. 


One of them fhewed me a piece of filver 
coin, which was fufpended from his neck ; 
another wore a {mall fteel key; and they de- 
{cribed, in the beft manner they could, a 
trinket which they had divided into pieces. 
I readily gueffed that it muft have been a 
watch, the wheels and other works of which 
they had converted into ornaments. I was 
fully convinced that my conjecture was right, 
when having produced mine they all cried 
out that it was the fame thing, except in co- 
lour, which they faid refembled the piece of 
money fufpended from the neck of their 
companion. They added, that the moft 
beautiful articles procured from the fhip had 
fallen into the hands of a numerous body of 
Caffres who lived near the fea; that, above 
all, they had in their poffeffion a great deal 
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of money; but that with refpe& to the people 
who had efcaped from the waves, they had 
heard that fome of them were found dead 
on the beach, and that the reft, more fortu- 
nate, had been able to reach a country inha- 
bited by white people like me. 

My converfation with thefe Caffres al- 
ways concluded with repeated {folicitations to 
accompany them to their country; but fuch 
a fiep, even had it been agreeable to me, 
would have been very inconfiftent with pru- 
dence: for though I might be convinced that 
they were incapable of deceiving me, of at- 
tempting my life, or of robbing me of my 
effects; yet it was proper that they fhould be 
ignorant of the quarrels I had with my people; 
and that, as the reft refufed obedience, it was 
impoflible to carry more along with me than 
eight. On the contrary, I was extremely 
happy to think that on their return they 
would inform their countrymen that we were 
{trong and numerous, and that we had no- 
thing to fear from them. Had a divifion 
taken place, they might have fufpected fome 
bad cefign fi and there would have been no- 
thing to prevent them, whilft amufing me 
among their horde, from fending out a de- 
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tachment to plunder my camp, and maffacre © 
thofe whom I had left to defend it. When I 
reflected on the numberlefs barbarities com- 
mitted by the whites, I determined to be on 
my guard again{t thefe favages, from whom I 
fhould have had nothing tofear under any other 
circumftances; and on this account alfo [ laid 
it down as an eftablifhed rule, which I ob-« 
ferved with the utmoft rigour, never to per- 
mit any ftranger to enter my camp in the 
night-time. Old Swanepoel took care that 

this regulation fhould be ftrictly followed : 
we always flept feparately, immured in our 
enclofures, and no one was even fuffered to 
go out during the night, as the favages al- 
ways chofe that time to attack the whites, 
who were eafily perceived, and could be feen 
at a diftance, on account of their clothes. As 
my abfence would have been publicly known 
among thefe Caffres, I fhould have been very 
uneafy for the fate of thofe whom I left at 
my camp; but as I concealed from them the 
precife time of my departure, thought they 
would conclude, that when I fet out I would 
leave nothing behind me; for I had told them 
that I intended to fend back my carriages to 
the colonies. 


P4 On 


216 TRAVELS EN 


On the 21ft of November they all came 
to inform me that they were ready to depart. 
Upon this occafion they renewed their pro- 
teftations of gratitude and friendfhip,, pro- 
mifing that, wherever they paffed, their firft 
care would be to tell what they had feen; how 
much they were obliged to me; and in how 
affetionate and familiar a manner I had 
treated them during their long refidence in 
my camp: and added, that the riches with 
which I had loaded them would awaken the 
envy of more than one; and that all the 
hordes would wait for me with the greateft 
impatience, and tee me arrive among them 
with pleafure. The defcription which they 
promiied to give of my camp, my perfon, 
and above all of my beard, would, they faid, 
ferve thofe who did not know me as a mark 
by which to diftinguifh me, and make me 
be received in a very different manner from 
that in which they would receive a planter. 
They then all turned, as if by agreement, to- 
wards my tent, over which a flag was waving, 
-and afked me if I would not bring it with 
me, in order that they might be able to ob- 
ferve me at a diftance. On my anfwering in 
the affirmative, they immediately fhouted for 


joys 


AR RE GA. 217 


joy; asif, not contented with the hopes I had 
given them that I would pay them a vifit, 
they entertained no apprehenfion that I would 
be confoun‘ed with their deteftable perfecu- 
tors; and as if they had wifhed, from a fin- 
cere love towards me, to protect my perfon 
from every kind of infult. After the ufual 
tabes, accompanied them as far as the river, 
which both they and their cattle crofled by 
{wimming; and when they reached the op- 
pofite bank, I faluted them, for the laft time, 
with a general difcharge of all my mufquet- 
ry. They then proceeded on their march, 
and entering the valleys and thickets, foon 
vanifhed from my fight. 

I drew the figures of two of thefe people, 
who, with equal condefcenfion and aftonith- 
ment, fuffered me to perform this operation. 
They are here given in the fifth and fixth 
plates. When thefe Caffres had departed, I 
flattered myfelf that my people would make 
fome reflections on the peaceable manner in 
which they had lived among them; that they 
would be fenfible how ill-founded their fear 
was; and that they would at laft confent to 
accompany me. In order however that I 
might not appear to be anxious on this ac- 
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count, or for carrying my project into exe- 
cution, and that I might fuffer them to pur- 
fue their own inclinations, I refolved to fet 
out immediately, for the purpofe of paying 
a vifit to the venerable Haabas, intending on 
my return, if I found any change in their 
fentiments, to move my camp and begin my 
journey, that they might not have leifure to 
repent. During the time that the Caffres 
remained with me, I had feen only two 
Gonaquas, and I was defirous of renewing 
my acquaintance with thefe worthy neigh- 
bours, and of knowing what had paffed 
amonegit them fince our feparation. Having 
repaired to their kraal alone, they teftified 
every mark of joy as foon as they recollected 
me; they all crowded around me, and they 
called to each other, and flocked together 
from all quarters, fo that I was foon furs 
rounded, Haabas informed me what fears 
both he and his horde had entertained whilft 
the Caffres refided in my camp; and he 
afked me an hundred times whether they 
were acquainted with the place of his retreat. 
I did every thing in my power to calm his 
uneafinefs: I told him that the Caffres en- 
tertained no hatred againft the Gonaqua Hot- 
4. tentots, 
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tentots, who, they were convinced, had no 
cémmunication with the whites or the other 
Hottentots, and who, on the contrary, lived 
in a feparate horde; that, befides this, the 
precife fituation of their kraals was unknown 
to them; but that, in any event, it was the 
fureft and beft method of fecuring the com- 
mon fafety for them to remove and eftablifh 
themfelves fomewhere elfe. Haabas agreed 
to this propofal with the greater readinefs, 
as he placed little confidence in the fine 
{peeches of the Caffres, fince not long before 
they had obliged him to enter into hoftilities 
with them : on this account, he faid, it was 
. the moft prudent plan to take every precau- 
tion, and to avoid fuch a misfortune. Haa- 
bas had fo good an opinion of me, that he 
afked my advice refpecting the new eftablifh- 
ment which he was about to form; and it was 
agreed that as foon as poflible he fhould make 
for the mountains in the weft, and remove. 
altogether from the country of Caffraria, 
which extends to the north-eatft. 

The banks of the Sondag were formerly 
the boundaries of the Caffres, who had their 
principal habitations on the Bruyntjes- 
dloogte, fome faint veftiges of which ftill re- 
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main. The exprefs orders, as well as the in- 
tention of government, were, that thefe li- 
mits fhould always be accounted facred ; but 
the planters, who have neither the fame views 
nor the fame wifdom as a political admini- 
flration, finding the lands of their defencelefs 
neighbours much better than their own, in 
procefs of time took poffeffion of them, and 
with impunity drove thefe people beyond the 
Groot-Vis. The orders of the governors, 
more and more difregarded, produced no ef- 
fect, and the great diftance favoured thefe 
abufes, and made them become every day 
more frequent. 

Whilft I continued with Haabas I kept 
myfelf quite private, and feveral motives 
prompted me not to remain here long. Be- 
ing defirous of knowing whether he could 
not engage fome of his people to unite with 
thofe three who had voluntarily offered to 
accompany me when I paid my firft vifit to 
the Gonaquas, I defired him to put the 
queftion to them; and 1 found that there was 
only one who hefitated, and who at length 
gave a flat refufal: but as I was unwilling 
to ufe compulfion, or to afford any caufe of 
complaint to thefe worthy people, I detired 

| the 


AF RGA 22 
the three, who had readily agreed to my pro- 


pofal, to mect me at my camp in the courfe 
of four days. By this arrangement they had 
more than fufficient time to put their affairs 
in order, and to prepare their arms, 

It was impoflible to carry my carriages 
along with me, as I could depend at moft 
upon no more than eight people to accom- 
| pany me in my journey to Caffraria. It was 
neceflary that I fhould have fome oxen to 
carry my baggage, and I had not one accuf- 
tomed to this fervice; we therefore agreed 
to make an exchange, and I promifed to fulfl 
the terms of it as foon asI returned. All 
this was the bufinefs ofa moment. Notwith- 
ftanding the prefling entreaties of the chief, 
and of the whole horde, I refolved to quit 
them immediately; and I pretended that I 
had a thoufand things to fettle among{t my 
own people. I did not however behold this 
retreat with the fame pleafure as before; I 
found myfelf croffed in every poffible man- 
ner, and new obftacles feemed to arife at 
every {tep: befides this, I found myfelf ex- 
haufted with fatigue. Before I took leave of 
Haabas, I did not forget to enquire concern- 
ing my unfortunate patient; but I had no 
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inclination to fee him again. He affured 
me, that all the means employed till that 
time had been attended with no other effec 
than that of preferving cleanlinefs around his 
perfon; but that his fufferings were neither 
leffened, nor were there any hopes of his life. 
I enquired alfo concerning the beautiful Na- 
fina, and was informed that both the and her 
mother were then abfent. SufpeCting that 
fome of the horde had gone in queft of her, 
I was the more anxious on this account to 
depart; and having faluted Haabas, I returned 
to my camp. 

When I got back to my tent, I called my 
people before me, one after the other, being 
defirous of learning from their own mouths 
what were their intentions, in order to dif- 
cover whether there were not fome mutinous 
fellows amongft them, who endeavoured to 
inf{pire them with a {pirit of fedition and re- 
volt. ‘Their anfwers all tended to the fame 
purpofe, and they grounded their refiftance 
only upon the terror into which my rafhnefs 
had thrown them; but, however incenfed I 
was at this difobedience, and however difa- 
greeable the confequences were likely to be, 


I had not refolution enough to reprimand 
them, 
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them. Too many motives pleaded for them 
in my heart; and I was fenfible that my at- 
tachment to them was ftill too ftrong, being 
convinced that nothing elfe but fear had fe- 
duced them, and that this alone had deranged 
their heads, efpecially as they told me that 
they were unwilling to enter a country from 
which they never faw either white men or 
Hottentots return. I exhorted them at leaf 
to continue faithful to me, and not to forget 
my kindnefs whilft I was abfent, and how 
much they were indebted to their mafter. 
By their geftures and looks I could eafily fee 
what impreffion thefe laft words made upon 
them, and how far I might have depended 
on their affection had I not attempted to 
force them to undertake this fatal journey. 
I promifed to fhew them the fame attention 
in future, and I fhut myfelf up in my tent. 
During part of the night I employed myfelf 
in forming my plan, and devifing means for - 
executing it with as much caution and ex- 
pedition as I poffibly could. Next morning, 
very early, I called thofe Hottentots upon 
whom I could depend, and I again told them 
that I was ready to depart with them, if they 
were ftill refolved to accompany me; and, to- 
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difpel from their minds every doubt, and to 
prove that I did not a& rathly, I declared 
that I had no intention of penetrating far 
into Caffraria, unlefs I met with no obftacles, 
and experienced no kind of difcontent on 
their part ; that as, from the accounts of my 
envoys, I could not hope to find king Faroo 
eafily, 1 propofed only to pay a vifit to the 
Caffres, who waited for me with impatience, 
and then to turn off towards the eaft, in order 
to get near the coaft, where we might per- 
haps difcover the veffel that had been fhip- 
wrecked. Finding that they all adhered to 
the promife which they had made me, I ad- 
dreffed Swanepoel; and telling him that I 
confidered him as another felf, and invefted 
him with the whole of my authority during 
my abfence, I conjured him to watch over 
my ‘camp, and preferve good order in it, as I 
could not depend on the reft. 

My three Gonaquas having arrived on the 
day appointed, nothing remained but to pre- 
pare ourfelves, and to lay in provifions ne- 
ceflary for our journey. I filled two leather 
bags with gunpowder, which I enclofed in 
a third, to preferve them from moifture ; and 
we caft balls of different fizes, made a con-= 
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fiderable quantity of {mall fhot, and I carried 
eight fufees along with me, leaving eight 
more for the defence of my camp. I then 
collected different kinds of beads and toys, 
which I afforted feparately into bags and 
{mall boxes, and packed up a woollen cover- 
let, a large cloak, and fome other effects, 
- which I confidered as abfolutely neceflary. 
For the ufe of my kitchen, we carried only 
one kettle, a boiler, and fome tea, falt, fu- 
gar, &c. My companions alfo employed them- 
felves in rolling up their {kins, mats, and 
utenfils ; and they did not forget to requett 
that I would lay in a proper provifion of to- 
bacco and brandy. The buftle and agitation, 
with the running backwards and forwards, 
which all thefe preparations occafioned, 
would have afforded me a very amufing 
fcene, had my mind been calm, and all my 
people difpofed to follow me :—it might have 
been an excellent fubje&t for a painter. On 
the other hand, the aftonifhed and forrow- 
ful air of thofe poltroons who remained ex- 
hibited a fingular contraft: thofe who were 
about to depart exalted their voices, and be- 
held them with a kind of pity; one might 
have faid, that they no longer knew them, 
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-and that they were not of the fame {pecies. 
‘The former fufficiently manifefted the un- 
eafinefs they felt at our departure, and their 
dejection on feeing me no more at their head: 
they ardently wifhed to know how long I 
‘fhould be abfent; but this depended as little 
- upon me as on them. 3 

When our baggage was billeleed up, and 
nothing more remained to be done, we re- 
_folved to depart.the next day, being the third 
of November. 

‘When our evening fires were kindled, I 
placed myfelf by them as ufual, with all my 
people, in order to drink tea; and I em- 
braced this opportunity to give a gentle ad- 
monition to thofe who were to remain in my 
camp. I fhewed them no fign of difcontent ; 
I even pretended to approve of their reafons ; 
being well affured that I fhould not alter the 
determination of thofe who intended to de- 
part with me: but with refpect to the con- 
cern which they teftified for my perfon, I 
told them, that I had too great confidence 
in my brave friends who were to accompany 
me, not to be perfectly eafy. I recommend= 
ed it to them to be ftritly obedient to the 
orders of old Swanepoel, and I promifed to 
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‘reward all thofe who fhould behave agree- 
ably to the good opinion which they had 
hitherto given me caufe to entertain of them. 
Tn fhort, that I might leave no regret in their 
minds, and that I might efface even the re- 
membrance of our reciprocal difagreement, I 
ordered a general bumper to be handedround. 
They then drank to the fuccefs of our jour- 
ney, and each retired to his place of reft. 

Not being able to fleep during the night, I 
roufed my people at break of day; after which 
we got ready our baggage, and loaded my 
four oxen. | 

Whilft we were breakfafting, I ordered 
all my dogs to be tied up: for without this 
precaution, the whole pack, which forefaw 
the time of our departure, and which on this 
account fhewed every demonftration of joy, 
as was the cafe every time we changed our 
encampment, would not have failed to get 
before us, and to difperfe themfelves through- 
out the fields. I carried only five of them. 
along with me. | 

Before we took leave of each other, I 
called Swanepoel afide, and told him, that if 
T found it either unfafe or impoffible to tra- 
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verfe all Caffraria, I would return without 
fail in fifteen days; but that, if I did not 
appear after fix weeks were elapfed, he might 
decamp and repair to Camdebo, which was 
his own country; that I left him at liberty 
to purfue this route even before that period, 
if he apprehended that there would be the 
leaft rifk in remaining where he was, and 
that I could eafily find means to join him. 
I begged him to have a watchful eye over 
my people, my carriages, and my collections; 
and, in a word, on the firft appearance of | 
danger, to think of putting every thing in a 
place of fhelter. If, on not feeing me return, 
(added I, with an emotion which I could not 
at that moment conceal), you have reafon to 
defpair of my fafety, you muft make dire@lly 
for the Cape with all my people, and de- 

liver my effects to my friend Mr. Boers. 
This worthy old man, on hearing thefe 
laft words, could not help {hedding tears. 
Whilft he was almoft fuffocated by fighs 
and fobbing, I endeavoured to confole him, 
by promifing that I would attempt nothing 
- but what was confiftent with prudence. But it 
would have been in vain for him to attempt 
to 
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to detain me any longer: I tore myfelf away 
from his affeCtionate careffes, and joined my 
horfes, my oxen, and my dogs. 

Kees had already got the ftart of me. Ef- 
corted by my eight people, one of whom 
_carried my tent, I purfued my way, and foon 
loft fight of my camp. To crofs the river, 
I was obliged to go up its banks for the {pace 
of a league and a half; and when I had 
reached the other fide, a part of my people, 
who accompanied me thus far, took leave of 
me, and returned. 

Having quitted the river, we direéted our 
courfe towards the north-eatt, which, ac- 
cording to my fyftem, agreed very well with 
_ the dire€tions I had received from Hans, 
where to enter Caffraria in the broadeft part. 
We always travelled under the fame kind 
of trees which were inter{perfed through- 
out every part of this canton, and the ground 
was covered with very long grafs, that in- — 
commoded us much; but my people fuf- 
fered more than I, becaufe, as it was entire- 
ly dry, it pricked their feet at every ftep: 
they however remedied this inconvenience 
in. part, by forming bufkins of thongs and 
grafts twifted together. My oxen alone ap- 
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peared to be very well fatisfied with this 
circumftance ; for, whilft they were marching 
forward, they fed whenever they chofe, with- 
out having the trouble of bending down 
their heads to the earth. We had always 
in our view antelopes of different kinds, par- 
ticularly that called the /pring-bock. My 
dogs {fprung a buftard, which I- killed; it 
will form a new {fpecies, never before de- 
fcribed, larger than the French field-duck 
of Europe: the plumage of its neck before, 
and that of the breaft and belly, 1s of an uni- 
form blueifh grey colour; all the upper part 
of the body has a reddifh tint, {potted and 
ftriped with a colour almoft black; and its | 
voice has a great refemblance to that of the — 
toad, but it is ftronger. \ 

We continued our journey in this. man- 
ner for five hours, under an exceffive heat, 
which obliged us to halt. We. were, it 
is true, almoft continually fheltered by. the 
trees, which grew very clofely together; but 
the leaves of the mimofa are fo {mall, and fo 
thinly fcattered, that its fhade, which never 
darkens the place where it falls, may. almoft 
be accounted as nothing. We found no other 
in the whole plain; and I obferved that the 
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beautiful trees, like thofe of Auteniqua, grew 
upon the tops of high mountains, which we 
muft have gone much farther in fearch of. 

Perceiving in the courfe of our march that 
my ape often {topped at the mimofa, de- 
tached fome of the prickles with which that 
tree is furnifhed, and eat them with plea- 
fure, I was defirous of partaking with him, 
efpecially as I confided much in his tafte. 
The greeneft of thefe prickles, and thofe only 
which could be eaten, were from two to three 
inches in length, and as brittle as afparagus, 
When I tafted them, I found myfelf very 
much deceived; for though I at firft thought 
them {weet and agreeable, a moment after a 
moft infupportable tafte of garlic, which 
burnt my mouth, and which the moft robuft 
inhabitant of Marfeilles could not have en- 
dured, made me fpit them out again. The feeds 
of this tree, which Kees feemed to prefer, 
produced the fame effect on my palate. This 
{mell was fo ftrong, that at a diftance I could 
difcover, by its urine, when an ape had eaten 
of the mimofa. 

On this tree I found a very large and moft 
elegant f{pecies of caterpillar; its body was 
furrounded. with bands of a velvet black on 
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a beautiful green ground, When it becomes a a 
butterfly, its wings are almoft entirely white, 
with a few brown ftripes and {pots ; its body 
is fo foft that it feels to the touch like cot- 
ton. I had feveral opportunities afterwards 
of remarking, that when the mimofa is in 
bloom, which generally happens towards the 
commencement of January, its flowers are 
covered with a great number of infeéts of 
different kinds; in the cantons, therefore, 
where this tree grows, one may find in the 
ereateft abundance a part of thofe different 
individuals which compofe this clafs of na- 
tural hiftory ; and, by a neceflary confequence, 
an infinite number of different birds are at- 
tracted by thefe infe&ts, which form the 
ptincipal part of their nourifhment. 

I took advantage of this firft halting to fkin 
the buftard which I had killed ; its fleth af- 
forded me a meal, and my people dined on. 
the provifions which we had brought with 
us. ‘My oxen had fared fo well during the 
way, that we had fcarcely ftopped. When 
they lay down, notwithftanding the loads 
which they’ carried, the grafs around them 
was fo high that they were entirely hid 
by ie, Dede os ages the fky -became 
Une overcatt, 
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overcaft, and we were attacked by a moft 
dreadful ftorm, accompanied with thunder : 
but we ftill continued our journey ; for being 
unwilling to unload the oxen before night, 
and having no fhelter in the place where 
we dined, we fhould have been equally eXx- 
pofed to the rain when at reft as when in 
motion. About five in the evening, how- 
ever, finding ourfelves fo much haraffed that 
we could proceed no farther, I ordered my 
tent to be immediately erected. Large fires 
were kindled; and when we had dried our- 
felves I retired to reft, whilft my people 
{tretched themfelves out as well as they 
could under their {kins and mats, inclined 
towards the rain in the fame manner as 
{creens are placed to defend houfes from the 
heat of the fun. The moifture of the earth 
foon penetrated the blanket upon which I 
had thrown myfelf, but in vain, to enjoy re- 
pofe ; and the rain, which poured down in- 
ceflantly, penetrated through the canvafs of 
my tent on all fides, fo that I was as \Com~ 
pletely drenched as my people. 

Having prepared to depart at break of day, 
Hans informed me that we could not be far 
diftant from that kraal of the Caffres which 
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_had been deftroyed by the planters. As the 
rifing of the fun had difperfed the clouds, I 
refumed my courage, and refolved'to proceed 
till I found this kraal, which feemed to pro- 
mife us a commodious fhelter; but as we 
had already marched feven hours, and had 
three leagues more to travel before we could 
reach it; and as my oxen were oppreffed by 
fatigue, and as night was approaching, I re- 
folved to ere& my tent, efpecially as I found 
myfelf in the neighbourhood of a moft de- 
lightful rivulet. Every league we travelled 
the mimofas became flill fcarcer, fmaller, 
and more ftunted, than in the places through 
which we had pafled: the grafs alfo was 
not fo high. We indeed found that we 
were now upon a very elevated fpot. From 
the place where | was encamped my people 
fhewed me a very. high mountain, .which 
they thought they knew, and which I could 
diftinguith better by the help of my fpying- 
glafs. It was the neareft to the encampment 
of Koks-Kraal, and I had more than’ once 
traverfed it in my hunting excurfions : it was 
about ten or twelve leagues diftant from us. 
When they had unloaded the oxen and 
-ere@ted my tent, I made an excurfion on foot 
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along the banks of the rivulet, which pro- 
bably, after many windings, joined the river 
Groot-Vis; and I had the good fortune to 
kill a bird of the cuckoo kind, which to me 
Was new and uncommon. Notwithftanding 
its affinity to that of which I have already 
fpoken, and which Buffon defcribes under 
the name of the green and golden cuckoo of 
the Cape, I have: ftrong reafons for making 
it another fpecies: its note, befides, 1s en- 
tirely different. The female, more cunning 
than the male, made me lofe a great deal 
of time in purfuing her, while by her tricks, 
which I might compare to thofe of a co- 
quette, fhe every moment feemed to become 
lefs fhy, in order to deceive my hopes the 
more. When I thought I had hold of her, 
fhe inftantly flew to the diftance of ten paces, 
to renew her provoking fport: at length, af- 
ter amufing me in this manner for an hour, 
fhe retired to the thickeft part of the wood, 
and I was obliged to return after having 
{pent my labour in vain. 

Juft as I reached. my camp, one of. my 
hunters had. arrived there with a onou * 
which he had killed. Colonel Gordon was 

| * A fpecies of antelope, } 

tie 


236 TRAVEELS®S ON 


the firft perfon who gave an account of this 
beautiful and rare animal; and the defcrip- 
tion of it which he fent to profeffor Alleman, 
and which that learned man publithed, is 
very accurate; but it is to be regretted that 
the figure which accompanies it is defective 
and badly delineated. This animal, which 
in fhape refembles a {mall ox, is no better 
reprefented in the French tranflation of Dr. 
Sparmann’s Voyage, becaufe the engraver, or 
the perfon who made the drawings, not con- 
tented with giving it the cheft and buttocks 
of a horde, has added alfo his tail, which is 
falfe, as the gnou has a tail exactly like that 
of an ox. The Hottentots name this ante= 
lope ou, preceded by that fecond kind of 
clapping which [ have already mentioned. 
It was probably this clapping which induced 
Colonel Gordon to add a g to the proper 
name, which renders the pronunciation of it 
almoft the fame. Dr. Sparmann writes the 
word git, becaufe the “in the Swedith and 
German languages is pronounced ou. ‘Tranf- 
lators ought to attend to thefe fmall varia- 
tions, which may occafion errors refpecting 
the proper names of animals, which ought 
not to be dishigured. 

a en We 
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We {pent this night very peaceably, having 
our oxen faftened near us with large leather 
thongs, and our horfes with reins. We in- 
deed heard fome lions roaring at a diftance 
in the mountains; but we were under very 
little apprehenfions on that account. In ge- 
neral our uneafinefs and embarraflment in 
this re{pect had always decreafed in propor- 
tion to the train which followed us. 

Having departed early on the sth of the 
month, we arrived at the kraal of the Caffres, 
which we imagined we had met with the 
evening before. The greater part of the 
huts were ftill entire, and only a few of 
them had been burnt. I obferved fix or 
feven ftanding clofe together in a clufter; 
the reft, which might amount to about fifty 
or fixty, were {cattered here and there in 
the extent of half aleague.. Here I difco- 
vered, for the firft time, that thefe people ap- 
ply themfelves a little to agriculture: they 
fow a kind of millet, known under the name 
of Caffre wheat ; and, in order that they may 
be enabled to till the ground with greater faci- 
lity, each choofes that fpot which feems to be 
moft favourable for his views, and ereéts his 
hut in the centre of it: on this account their 

kraals 
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kraals are not in one and the fame place, like 
thofe of the Gonaquas or Hottentots. It is 
probable that thofe among whofe huts we 
were had been furprifed by the planters ; for 
we found every where around us carcafies 
and ‘{fcattered limbs, half devoured by fero- 
ciuos animals, Several fields of corn were 
ready for the hard of the reaper; but the 
antelopes, which appear in great numbers 
-when they are not driven’ away by fcare- 
crows, had damaged them confiderably:: my 
oxen, which were here let loofe, completed 
the devaftation. 

As for me, I eftablithed myfelf in my tent, 
and my Hottentots in the feven huts of 
which they took poffleffion. As the fituation . 
of this place appeared to me very agreeable, 
I refolved to {pend feveral days in it; and in 
confequence of this determination, we cut 
down a number of large branches, with 
which my tent was fo well concealed, that it 
would have been very difficult to difcover it. 
A rivulet of limpid water rolled over its 
pebbly bed clofe to us; a few mimofas here 
and there interfperfed preferved a little cool- 
ne{s ; and at the diftance of an hundred paces 
from our camp wecould, if neceflary, enjoy 

a moft 
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a moft delightful fhelter, in an immenfe foreft 
compofed of large and magnificent trees. I 
often went thither to walk, cfpecially during 
the great heats of the day ; and it clearly ap- 
peared, from the various paths which crofled 
each other in a thoufand different dire€tions, 
that this place muft have been long fre- 

quented. | 
I obferved here many trees of the fame 
kind as thofe I had met with in the country 
of Auteniqua: the /nk-boutt, or ftinking 
wood, abounded in every quarter. This tree 
is found alfo, as I have already remarked, 
near the bay of Agoa, from which it is 
tranfported by the inhabitants of the Cape, 
in order to be manufactured and employed 
im cabinet work; but the expence occafioned 
by the diftance of that bay renders it ex- 
ceedingly fcarce and dear. Befides being 
fufceptible of the fineft polith, it has the va- 
luable property of being proof againft the 
attacks of worms; and when it grows old, 
it acquires a cheftnut colour, the veins of 
which being very broad are fhaded with 
tints more or lefs dark. When it is cut, and 
before it becomes dry, it exhales an excre- 
mentitious {mell, which occafions a naufea, 
particularly 


240 TRAVELS IN 
particularly in wet weather, and when it is 
impregnated with water; but in proportion 
as it, dries, it lofes this noxious quality. Like 
allhard and compact timber, it grows flowly ; 
but in procefs of time it increafes in height 
and bulk, fo as to furpafs the talleft oaks. 
I obferved alfo the geele-houtt, or yellow 
wood, which takes its name from its colour. 
It is not fo highly valued as the other for 
making different articles of furniture; but 
as it is well fhaped and fells readily, it is 
converted into beautiful boards, planks, and 
heams for building. It produces a yellow 
fruit of the fize of a plum, which is very 
thickly covered with {mall tubercles: the 
kernel, which is extremely hard, is the only 
part of it that can be eaten. 

Another tree, the roye-houti, or red wood, 
takes its name alfo from the deep red colour 
of its bark. Itis thick, but very tender, and 
a dye may be extracted from it. The fruit, 
which is of the fize of an olive, is likewife 
red when ripe: it is eat with pleafure, and 
the inhabitants make a kind of {pirituous li- 
quor from it. 

I ftopped before a kaerfen boom, or cherry- 
tree, which to me feemed to have no other 

Bi, merit 
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_' merit than that of recalling to my view the — 
place where I killed my four elephants, and 
the time when that event happened. I re- 
membered that they readily eat the fruit and 
the leaves of this tree; and, as I had never 
tafted them, I embraced this opportunity of 
their being within my reach; but I was con- 
vinced that one muft be an elephant to be 
able to endure them. 
- My Hottentots made me remark a tree 
which I had never before feen, and which 
they told me had been formerly very com- 
mon in the colonies. It was employed in 
preference to any other for making carts and 
waggons; but only by the company, who had 
-exprefsly forbid it to be ufed except for their 
fervice. This exclufion was the caufe of its 
deftruction, and it is now only feen in places 
remote from the colonies. On the other 
hand, the indolence of the planters fuffered 
it to decay entirely, fo that at prefent it is 
confidered as a loft {pecies. This tree, at the 
Cape, is named boeken houtt. 

Caffraria often produces, in the neighbour- 
hood of fmall rivers and in marfhy places, a 
Kind of trees which have a great refemblance 
to our willows. I have alfo often met with 
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the wild almond tree, wi/de-amandel, the nar- 
row leaves and fruit of which, fhaped exactly 
like ours, differed only in the reddifh brown 
colour of the hufk. 3 

If fome fkilful botanift would traverfe this 
beautiful country which I am now defcrib- 
ing, he would certainly find objects highly 
worthy of his attention, and which might 
prove of great advantage to fcience. As for 
my part, I directed my refearches to thofe 

»things only which I had never before feen, 
or which appeared extraordinary, Being in- 
capable of diftinguifhing the real properties 
of trees, plants, and fhrubs, I admired no- 
thing but their ftriking differences; fuch, 
for example, as the mofs or yellow lichen that 
adhered to them; all its fhoots being often 
ten or twelve feet in length: my people, in © 
their language, called it hair; and in feveral 
cantons the trees were fo covered with it, that 
one could neither diftinguifh the trunk nor 
the branches, nor even a fingle leaf; which 
appeared to me very fingular. 

This mofs was of the utmoft fervice to 
ine in preferving my birds; and I ftrongly 
advife {uch ornithologifts as may be induced 
to viit this very curious part of Africa, not 

6 te 


AFRICA. 243 
to encumber themfelves with tow, cotton, or 
any other fubftances of the like nature. In 
order that I might procure a quantity of it 
fufficient for my whole journey, as I was 
afraid of not finding it elfewhere, I ordered 
one of thefe trees to be cut down and to be 
{tripped of all its hair. The youngeft and 
fhorteft is the moft delicate; that which is 
fix feet long is harder, and can be of no ufe 
but for quadrupedes and very large birds. — 

I found creeping plants alfoin almoft every 
place where I paffed, which having reached 
the fummits, and even the {malleft branches 
of the trees, fhot forth filaments that hung 
down to the earth. Being at firft exceed- 
ingly weak and flender, they at length attain 
to the fize of one’s arm, like thofe feen in 
America. Thefe filaments, which are al- 
moft innumerable, bear no leaves, and the 
natives call them Javians tow, or bavians 
ropes, becaufe, by their affiftance, thefe apes 
climb to the tops of the trees in order to. 
reach the fruit of the plants, which grows 
' only at their extremities where the filaments 
begin to fhoot forth. This fruit, which birds, 
and particularly the touracos, are exceedingly 
fond of, contains in its pulp a few round 
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and flat feeds: it is of the fize of a cherry, and 
has acrimfon colour. I {peak here of the 
fruit of a particular fpecies of thefe plants, 
which is called the wild grape, on account 
of the great refemblance which its leaves 
have to thofe of the vine. Thefe natu- 
ral ropes will fuftain the weight of a man, 
if the branch from which they are fufpended 
be fufficiently ftrong: this cherry is excel- 
lent, and very proper for making a kind of 
{pirituous liquor; when preferved, it is ftill 
better. I have often imitated the davians, 
and mounted, by the help of thefe cords, to 
the fummits of the trees, to gather the fruit, 
and fometimes to colle& infects. | 
Thefe woods abounded likewife with two 
fpecies of antelopes, not at all wild: the dos- 
boc, which I had feen in other places, and 
that called by the Hottentots moumetjes. Of 
the latter I had only a flight view in the 
country of Auteniqua; it is not uncommon, 
but it is very difficult to approach fo near it 
as to kill it. Befides this, it feldom appears 
in the plains, but keeps itfelf concealed in 
the bufhes and thickeft parts of the forefts. 
At the utmoft it is no more than twelve or 
fifteen inches in height; the horns of the 
male 
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male are ftraight, fmooth, and diftant about 
a hand breadth from each other. The co- 
lour of this little animal is a moufe grey, 
which, on the ridge of the back, aflumes a 
reddith tint: but the belly and the infide of 
the thighs are white. It may be eafily feen, 
by the elegance of its form, that it is exceed- 
ingly nimble; it fometimes takes furprifing 
leaps, and fquats down like a hare. If any 
one happens to get near it, as foon as it per- 
ceives him, itinftantly betakes itfelf to flight 
with the velocity of lightning, and afterwards 
{tops at fome diitance to examine its puriuer. 
This is the only opportunity one can have 
of firing at it; and the hunter muft, without 
lofs of time, embrace it, for it laits only for 
amoment. Its cry, which I ought rather 
to call its warbling, is very long and thrill: 
it would be in vain for me to attempt to imi- 
tate it. It begins by a broken kind of 
whiftling, the tones of which are like thofe 
of a tabour hung round with little bells ; and | 
_ its goat-like voice imitates them exceedingly 
well: one would hardly conceive that fo 
{mall an animal could make fo loud a noife; 
when I heard it for the firft time I imagined 
that I was dreaming. Its flefh, more deli- 

| Re cate 
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cate than that of any other antelope, was te 
us a moft delicious treat. I fhall give a de- 
{cription, with a figure of this animal, in 
iny account of the quadrupedes of Africa. 

Among other new birds of this canton, I 
fhot a imall eagle, which had a very long creft 
that hung down behind its head; and I named 
another bird the &:ng’s hunter *, on account 
of the refemblance of its form to that of the 
king’s fither. Its bill, which is long, is of 
ared colour; the back, the wings, and the 
tail, are of a lively blue: it feeds upon infects, 
inhabits only the woods, and makes its neft 
in hollow trees. I fhall not forget this beau- 
tiful bird in my ornithology. 

Nothing remarkable occurred to us in this 
encampment, except that, during the whole 
time of our refidence here, we regularly ex- 
petienced every evening, between three and 
four o’clock, fevere ftorms, which did not 
much incommode us, becaufe they were of 
fhort continuance. On the oth of the month 
we packed up our baggageand again fet out, 
when my Hottentots, according to their cuf- 
tom of giving names to places from fome 
circum{tance that has happened in them, 
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called the kraal which we left the Camp of 
Slaughter. Having advanced ftraight to- 
wards the eaft, and traverfed a canton all | 
the grafs of which had been a prey to the 
flames, a freth verdure that began to fhoot 
up formed a moft beautiful green carpet 
under our feet, At every ftep we met whole 
flocks of f{pring-bocks, gnous, and oftriches. 
As we had more provifions than were necef- 
fary, we did not fire at thefe antelopes. I 
only difcharged my fufee at a few oftriches; 
but being too fufpicious to fuffer any one to 
approach near them, I could not kill one of 
them. In proportion as we advanced, the 
antelopes collected themfelves into a body to 
_fee us pafs; and the heat was fo intenfe, and 
perfpiration fo abundant, that a-cloud of va~ 
pour arofe from the middle of thefe innu- 
- merable flocks. In the courfe of our march 
I killed partridges fufficient to dine all my 
people, but we did not {top to regale on 
them till we had fatigued ourfelves by con- 
tinuing our journey for full five hours more. 
About which time a heavy rain came, one as 
ufual that refrefhed us much. Throughout 
all this canton I obferved the traces of oxen, 
which indeed feemed to be very old; but I 
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was furprifed that fo fine acountry fhould be 
entirely deftitute of inhabitants, and that we 
did not meet with a fingle Caffre. Hans 
pretended that the alarm had been too gene- 
ral; and though we had already travelled 
thirty leagues, I began to defpair of feeing 
even one kraal: every thing feemed to an- 
nounce that thefe people had retired farther 
towards the centre; and I conjeCtured that if 
we fhould difcover any of the inhabitants, 
they could only be fpies from the hordes, 
who, defirous of promoting the general good, 
ranged the country, and kept themfelves 
concealed in ambuth. 

While I was converfing familiarly with 
my people, I perceived a {mall flock of ante- 
lopes, which, pafling quite clofe to us, made 
off full fpced, being purfued by a pack of | 
feventeen wild dogs. I inftantly mounted 
my horfe, and fet out on a full gallop to de- 
fend the antelopes and to attack the wild 
dogs; but I unluckily foon loft fight of them 
both. As the ground was covered with 
pebbles concealed under the grafs, my horfe 
ftumbled at every ftep, and we both narrowly 
efcaped having our necks broke. Returning 


therefore very deliberately in order to join 
sag 
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my people, an oftrich ftarted up at the dif- 
tance of twenty paces from me; and as I 
doubted whether it might not be a female 
which had been fitting, I haftened to the {pot 
from which I faw it depart, where I found 
eleven eggs {till warm, and four more {cat- 
tered at the diftance of two or three feet from 
the neft. Having called to my companions, 
who inftantly flocked round me, I ordered 
them to break one of the warm eggs, in 
which we perceived a young one completely 
formed, and of the fize of a chicken when 
ready to burft its fhell. JI imagined that all 
thefeeggs were {poiled; but my peoplethought 
otherwife. Each of them endeavoured to 
fall upon the neft; and Amiroo, taking up 
the other four, defired me to eat them, affur- 
ing me that I fhould find them excellent. 
I here learned from this favage a circum- 
ftance which my Hottentots themfelves were 
ignorant of, and which is even unknown to 
naturalifts, fince no one whom I know 
{peaks of it. This fact, which I have often 
afterwards had an opportunity of verifying, 
is, that the oftrich always depofits near her 
neft a certain number of eggs, proportioned 
to thofe which fhe deftines for incubation. 

As 
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As fhe never fits upon thefe eggs, they will 
keep frefh a long time, and the provident in- 
ftin& of the mother fets them apart for the 
firft nourifhment of the young produced from 
the reft. Experience convinced me of the 
truth of this affertion; and every time I met 
with an oftrich’s neft, I found feveral of the 
eggs feparated in the fame manner. When 
I defcribe thefe fingular birds, T thall enlarge 
more on this interefting fubje&. 

At half after feven in the evening I halted 
near a confiderable pond formed by the rain- 
water, as my oxen had not tafted any when 
we {topped at noon, and as I was net certain 
of finding an opportunity of refrefhing them 
if T advanced farther. When our fires were 
kindled, each cooked his eggs after his own 
manner; having taken off the fkin from one 
of thofe which were referved for me, my 
Hottentots puta little greafe into it, after it 
had been half buried in hot athes, and ftirring 
it with a wooden fpoon, they made of it 
what is called a broiled egg, which, if I re- 
member right, might be equivalent to at leaft 
a dozen of hen’s eggs; but, notwithftanding 
my voracious appetite, and the exquifite tafte 
of this new food, I could only eat the half of 

it. 
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it. Several of my people, after taking out 
the young which they found in theirs, made 
an omelet of the reft. I queftioned them, 
with fome pleafantry, refpecting their fine 
ragouts of thefe half-hatched eggs, and I 
could not help concluding that they muft be 
infectious ; on this account I was defirous of 
tafting them, and had I not been blinded by 
prejudice, I fhould have found no difference 
between them and mine, and fhould have eat 
them with as much pleafure, 

We fpent the evening very cheerfully; but 
this was not the cafe during the night, for 
we were all kept awake by the continual 
barking of our dogs, which was the more 
difagreeable, as our ears were affailed by no 
other noife, As this uproar was not occa~ 
fioned by any wild beaft, for it would foon 
or late have made its appearance, our fufpi- 
cions fell upon the favages, and I began to 
be apprehenfive of fome treachery. Day at 
length appeared, but it did not bring back 
tranquillity, and all the fearch which we 
made in the neighbourhood proved entirely 
fruitlefs. We did not know whether the 
people whom we dreaded were Caffres, or 
fome of thofe plunderers called the Bofhmen: 

the 
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the drynefs of the ground and the grafs, in 
the {pot where we were encamped, did not 
permit us to difcover their traces; and on the 
roth, without learning any thing farther, we 
departed, keeping {till towards the eaft. This 
direction conducted us to a canton, in which 
the mimofas were in fo great abundance, and 
fo tall and bufhy, that they formed a real fo- 
reft. After pafling through it we found a 
fmall river, which we were fo fortunate as to 
be able to ford; and marching along its banks 
two full leagues, we encamped, as night was 
about to overtake us. 

Having been informed by our guide, that 
three leagues farther we fhould at length find 
the kraal of thofe Caffres who had jolicited 
me to pay them a vifit, I was the more de= 
firous of feeing it, as it was very curious and 
ancient ; and as this place, extremely com- 
modious and well known to the favages, fel- 
dom remained vacant, and as the horde was 
exceedingly numerous. That we might not 
difcover ourfelves, I ordered my people not 
to fire at any game whatever; and when my 
tent was erected, and our fires kindled, we 
remained around them till late at night. Af- 
ter this, in order to deceive the enemy, in 

; whofe 
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whofe promifes I prudently repofed very little 
confidence, I ordered fome frefh branches to 
be thrown into thefe fires, to keep them burn- 
ing till day-light, and we then went and laid 
ourfelves down on mats at the diftance of 
fifty paces farther. We were not difturbed 
in our fleeps and next morning Hans, with 
two of my Hottentots well armed, fetting 
out before, I appointed them to meet us at a 
place two leagues diftant from us, that is to 
fay, within a league of the kraal, and to 
come immediately and give us an account of 
what they had feen. In two hours they re 
turned, and informed me, with equal grief 
and aftonifhment, that they had found the 
kraal in very good condition, but that, like 
the reft, it was abfolutely deferted ; upon 
which I continued my route to the fpot, and 
took poffleffion of this new empire. In this 
kraal, which was remarkably extenfive, we 
found above an hundred huts apparently very 

ancient, and conftruGted with great folidity ; 

_ they were diftributed in the ordinary manner, 
and at the ufual diftances, and it appeared 
that the inhabitants had been alarmed with- 
out caufe, for we obferved no ruins, and not 
a fingle dead body. In one of the:huts they 
e had 
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had forgot two aflagays; and in another a 
woman’s {mall apron, a few wooden utenfils 
for tilling the earth, and fome other trifles of 
very little value: thefe different objeés I 
took poflefion of. ‘The {mall corn-fields did 
not here exhibit, as in the firft kraal where 
we ftopped, a picture of defolation and de- 
ftru@ion ; on the contrary, it appeared that 
the crops had been carried away in peace. We 
determined to {top here two or three days, in 
order to diftribute a few fcouts at a diftance, 
and to fee if we could not difcover fome Caf- 
fres in the neighbourhood. I well knew that 
~ by going dire@ly northward I fhould fall in 
with the centre of Caffraria, which I above 
all things wifhed to avoid, as I thought it 
better to advance gradually towards it by 
long circuits, and not to expofe myfelf, but 
in proportion as I fhould fee the dangers lef- 
fened, and according to the information which 
I might acquire bythe way. All our ftrata- 
gems, and all our refearches, ended however 
in nothing, for not a fingle Caffre appeared. 
I will be candid enough to confefs, that, 
from my own prejudice, and the pompous 
defcriptions of the magnificence and luxury 


of the Afiatic defpots, I imagined that I fhould 
! find 
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find at leaft fome appearance of them in the 
territories of the king of the Caffres.. This 
idea had infpired me with a very ftrong 
defire of feeing Faroo; but I no longer 
found the fame food for my curiofity, after 
the laft guefts whom I had received in my 
camp, and who generally refided near, had 
told me that this prince, without any parti- 
- cular train, inhabited, lke the meaneft of 
his fubje@s, a hut which was neither larger 
nor better ornamented than the reft; that, 
like them, he might become very poor, if a 
mortality prevailed among his cattle; that 
his fubjects were obliged to pay him neither 
fubfidies nor taxes; that he had no right to 
touch their property ; that, in a word, he was 
only a plain chief as among the Hottentots : 
that the only remarkable difference between 
this chief and the reft was, that his place 
was hereditary ; but that, deftitute of every 
external decoration, and of every badge of 
royalty, he poffeiled only a very limited 
power. 

From thefe details, many of thofe brilliant 

ideas which-my imagination ‘had formed re= 
- fpecting this king began to difappear ; and as 
I could gain nothing by feeing: him, and as I 


- 
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defpaired of meeting with him, my whole 
views were directed towards the fhipwrecked 
vefiel, The relations of my Caffres gave me 
very little hopes of being able to fatisfy my- 
felf on this point; yet I purfued my courfe 
towards the coaft, always full of the chime- 
rical notion that I fhould obtain more cer- 
tain information re{peCting it. | 
In every part of our way we found nothing 
but deferted huts, without feeing a fingle in= 
habitant, or any traces of the human race. 
In order, however, to indemnify us for this 
lofs, all the places through which we pafled 
abounded with buffaloes, antelopes, and in 
general with game of every kind—which 
proves, better than vain reafoning, that the 
Caffres are not fo much addicted to hunting 
as the Hottentots; that they truft lefs to hopes, 
and that they depend more on their corn and 
flocks than on the refources of their {kill and 
dexterity in wielding their affagays and clubs. 
We faw feveral elephants, but they did not 
{uffer us to get near enough to fire at them. 
Since’ my departure from Koks-Kraal, I 
had formed fo large a collection of birds, that 
I no longer knew where to put them; it was 
certainly more embarrafling by its fize than 
| its 
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its weight ; though I had always taketi care, 
after preferving each individual, to place 
it flat in ordet to fpare room. 

On the rth we crofled the fmall river 
which we had followed this far, in order to 
avoid barren and too fteep mountains which 
appeared before us; after this we were obliged 
to turn off towards the fouth, becaufe, not 
finding any beaten track, we were forced to 
direct our courfe according to circumftances 
and the nature of the ground. In the courfe 
of our march I fprung a buftard a little be+ 
fore me, which I killed: it had been fitting 
on two eggs, which contained young ready 
to burft the fhell, and covered with their firft 
down. I was extremely happy that chance 
procured me this bird, which was entirely 
new to me; arid it appeared that the male 
and the female fit on the eggs alternately. 
The one I killed, which was a male, had a 
very large and thick creft, like a capuchin, » 
on the hinder part of its head. The female, 
which foon came and hovered around the 
{pot, feemed to watch us, and from time to 
time fent forth a very hoarfe cry. I had flat- 
tered myfelf that I fhould be able to kill her 
-alfo, and with this view I left the two eggs 
We, LI. S in 
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in the neft: but as in the whole neighbours 
hood there was no place where I could con- 
ceal myfelf fo as not to be feen, fhe did not 
approach ; I therefore abandoned my defign, 
and purfued my journey. 

It is probable that there was not a fingle 
Caffre in all that part of the country which 
we had hitherto traverfed ; for the reports of 
our fufees, which we fired continually for 
fome days, either in our marches or in our 
different encampments, muft have difcovered 
us, and conducted them towards us, as they 
are far from being timorous. During our 
journey we were not, however, all of the 
fame opinion on this fubje@, which formed 
the ufual grounds of our converfation ; fome 
pretending that there muft be Caffres in 
the canton, but that, not being numerous, 
they did not venture to appear; and others 
maintaining that there were none, fince we 
had not been attacked by them: but when 
we came to deliberate what conduct we 
ought to purfue when we fhould meet them, 
all my people loft th-mfelves in abfurdity, 
and formed the moft ridiculous and imprac- 
ticable plans for our defence. I alone was of 
Opinion that it would be proper to fultain the 
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firtt difcharge of their weapons without re- 
turning it, and to endeavour, by gentle means, 
to come to an explanation before we ufed our 
-arms, which would fecure us the advantage, 
fhould we be compelled to have recourfe to 
them. I entertained no doubt that this me- 
thod would fucceed fhould we be attacked 
in the day time; but if in the night, the cafe 
would have been different. In this prudent 
plan of accommodation I however faw diff_i- 
culties almoft infurmountable; and it was to 
avoid every kind of misfortune that we had 
always made it a rule to fleep at the diftance 
of fifty paces from my tent, over which I 
took care to leave my flag floating, that it 
might be perceived at a great diftance. This 
little ftratagem fecured us at leaft from the 

firft furprife. , 
Notwithftanding our apprehenfions, we 
did not give over our courfes and hunting 
excurfions. Water n.w grew more {carce, 
and I began to entertain very ferious appre- 
henfions. One day, when the weather was 
cloudy, which enabled us to make a very 
agreeable and gentle march for more than 
fix hours, I perceived Kees {top all of a fud- 
den, turn his face and nofe towards the 
5S 2 wind, 


260 TRAVELS 4m) 

wind, and begin to run, with all my dogs 
after him, none of which made the leaft 
noife. Aftonifhed at this new fpectacle, and 
perceiving nothing that could particularly 
attract them, I made hafte to come up with 
them; but what was my furprife when 
I found them all colleéted around a beautiful 
{pring, at the diftance of three hundred paces 
from the place whence they had fet out! 
Upon this difcovery, having made a fign to 
my people with my hand to approach, they 
inftantly obeyed, and we encamped clofe to 
this beneficent fpring, which immediately 
affumed the name of the magician that dif- 
covered it. 

I fhall more than once have occafion to 
recollect circumftances in which I received 
fignal fervices from the animals I had along 
with me; and on this occafion they freed 
me from a dreadful affliction, under which I 
muft have funk without their affiftance. I 
never doubted that man received from his 
Creator the fame faculties in an equal pro- 
portion, but his corruption has infenfibly de- 
prived him of them all. The favages ap- 
proaching nearer to nature in proportion as 
they are removed from us, have likewife 

2 every 
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every fenfe more acute; and I myfelf (I 
hope my affertion will not be doubted), after 
pafling five or fix months in the defarts, 
when, following their example, Iturned my 
face from one fide to the other, was at length 
able, like them, to difcover either a river or 
a pond, and we never failed to find them. 

Being refolved to pafs the night at Kees~ 
fountain, I embraced the opportunity of a 
few moments leifure to prepare the buftard I - 
had killed; and as the diftant clouds colleét- 
ed together feemed to threaten a ftorm, I or- 
dered the oxen to be unloaded, and my tent 
to be erected. 

Before night the rain came on in great 
abundance; but it did not continue long, and 
it fcarcely ceafed when I began to range all 
the neighbourhood in fearch of fmall birds. 
In a fpot, not far from our encampment, I 
perceived two of thofe golden yellow {fer- 
pents, fo common and well known in the 
colonies under the name of hooper-capel, fart 
fF up at my feet. Thefe reptiles, as foon as 
they faw me, reared themfelves exe, {well- 
ing up their heads prodigioufly, and hiffing 
ina moft frightful manner, As I knew that 
the bite of thefe animals is mortal, and that 

5 3 | the 
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the faculty which they have of darting for- 
wards renders them more dangerous, I dif- 
charged my piece, upon which one of them fell 
down dead, while the other entered its hole. 
Having feized the one which remained, I 
found that it was five feet three inches in 
Jength, and nine inches in circumference in 
the thickeft part: befides an infinite. number 
of very {mall teeth, hardly perceptible, with 
which its mouth was armed, it had on each 
fide of the upper jaw, as high as the noftrils, 
a hook five lines long, playing upon its joint, 
and which it could extend in the fame man- 
ner as a cat or a tiger extends its chaws. One 
of thefe my Hottentots broke; and, as I was 
very fond of hearing them difcourfe upon 
natural hiftory, becaufe, perhaps, I found 
more truth in the rude reafoning of habit 
and experience than in the ingenious {pecu- 
Jations of our literati, I afked them feveral 
queftions concerning my ferpent, which they 
an{wered in a much more fatisfactory man- 
ner than I expected. They did not fail to 
point out to me, among other fingularities, 
that this hollow tooth was the conduétor 
which conveyed the poifon into the wound 
that it made. Such is, if I miftake not, the 

nature 
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nature of the Joscininga, or rattle {nake, which 
I have feen often in South America. 

I obferved on this occafion how much 
thefe auimals are dreaded by apes. It was 
not poffible for me to make Kees approach 
the ferpent that I had got pofleflion of, 
though it was entirely dead. In order to” 
amufe myfelf, I found means however to 
faften it to his tail; fo that not being able to — 
make any motion without moving the fer- 
pent alfo, it may eafily be conceived what 
leaps and jumps poor Kees took, and what 
fury and impatience he fhewed during the 
whole time that I kept his fatal enemy af- 
fixed to him. . dees 

When night came on, we obferved a 
large fire, which we concluded, as far as 
the obfcurity would permit us to judge, to 
be on the top of fome mountain, at the difs 
tance of about three leasues from us. Not- 
withftanding this diftance, concerning which 
We were not certain, my Hottentots thought 
they perceived the fhadows of fome men 
paffing backwards and forwards’ before the 
fire, and my fpying-glafs foon convinced me 
that they were not miftaken; but we were 
ignorant whether they were Caffres, or thofe 
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deteftable Bofhmen, enemies to every nation 
without diftin@tion, and plunderers by profef- 
fion, from whom we could expect no kind of 
friendfhip. ‘We however conje&tured that 
they were fome of the latter, becaufe the 
Caffres never inhabit the mountains; we 
therefore took the precaution to extinguifh 
our fires, and we {pent the reft of the night 
very peaceably. 
Our firft care, when we awoke, was to 
endeavour to difcover with more certainty 
where, and by whom, the fire we had feen 
the preceding evening had been kindled. 
The weather was exceedingly favourable for 
obferving the fmoke, but it appeared that the 
fire was extinguifhed, for we faw nothing 
more of it. Being thus deprived af a fixed 
point of direction, we fet out to enter the 
hollow defiles, where we were likely to be in 
danger of lofing ourfelves. Nevertheleds, as 
my Hottentots, perfuaded that thefe people 
were not Caffres, appeared willing to purfue ~ 
their route that way at the rifk of every thing 
that might happen, and as our plan natu- 
rally conducted us thither, we packed up our 
baggage in great hafte, and bid adieu to Kees~ 


fountain. 
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We were obliged to pafs through a kind 


of wood, in which the mimofas were fo nu- 
merous, fo thick, and fo encumbered with 
bufhes, that we could fcarcely proceed ten 
fteps without being obliged to ftop in order 
to force our way, which impeded us much, 
efpecially as our oxen continually turned 
from one fide to the other to fearch for a 
paflage. We however at length got clear of 
this tedious foreft; but I am perfuaded that, 
after fo much fatigue, and fo many turnings 
and windings, which continued for the {pace 
of three hours, we were not more than a 
league from Kees-fountain. Before us we 
had a thicket almoft like that which we 
paffed ; and, in order to avoid it, we made a 
turn round, purfuing our courfe in a direc- 
tion more to the fouth-wett. 

Covered with fweat and duft, and santas 
ed by heat, after marching more than fix 
hours, we ftopped on the banks of a lake, 
which luckily happened to be in our way. 
One of my dogs, which had heated himfelf 
very much by running after game, was here 
in great danger of perifhing; and I fhould 
have indeed loft him, had it net been for 
Jan, who, perceiving him in the water, in- 

ftantly 
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{tantly rufhed forwards to drag him from it. 
I mention this circumftance, which to many 
readers may appear trifling, merely for the 
purpofe of eftablifhing a fad which I have 
been eye-witnefs of in Africa: as foon as_ 
an over-heated dog plunges into the water to 
cool himfelf, he expires, unlefs fpeedy af- 
fiftance be given him. In a hunting excur- 
fion I had with Mr. Boers, a large grey- 
hound, which had got about an hundred 
paces before his carriage, having thrown 
himfelf into a rivulet that lay in our way, 
was found dead when we came up to him. 
Scarcely had we encamped and refrefhed 
ourfelves a little, when I difpatched fome 
Hottentots to make difcoveries, efpecially in 
_ that quarter from which we had been princi- 
pally difturbed during the night. In lefs 
than an hour I heard from this detachment; 
for one of my- people came back. in great 
hafte to tell me, that he had perceived a 
body of Caffres in full march; and having 
conduéted me and Hans by feveral wind- 
ings, he at length brought us to a {pot where 
we had an ‘opportunity of judging for our- 
felves. We indeed faw ten men, who were 
quietly driving before them a few horned 
cattle ; 
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cattle ; and as we had nothing to fear from 
fo {mall a number, we made our appearance 
at a certain diftance. As foon as thefe people 
obferved us, they betook themfelves to flight, 
being frightened, above all, by our fire-arms; 
but Hans calling out to them in their own 
language that they might advance boldly, 
they immediately topped. Going forward, 
therefore, to {peak to them, when they were 
convinced that I was a friend to the Caffres 
they all approached me; and having received 
them very politely, I ftretched out my hand, 
and faluted them with a fale. The fight of 
my beard difpelled their terrors for they had 
heard mention made of me by thofe whom I 
received in my camp at Koks-Kraal, and 
one of them knew Hans, whom he had 
feen in his own country. I conduéted them 
all together, with their cattle, to my encamp- 
ment, and regaled them with tobacco and 
brandy. They pointed to my flag, to give 
me to underftand that they were well in- 
formed refpecting me; and they feemed to be © 
much aftonifhed not to fee my carriages, and 
my whole troop. As I was unwilling to let 
them know how much they were dreaded 
by the Hottentots, I told them that I only 

Re: withed 
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wifhed to make a little excurfion into their 
country to procure intelligence, and after- 
wards to traverfe it at my leifure. 

They were extremely defirous of knowing 
where the planters then were; if they were 
fill in purfuit of them, and what might be 
their intentions. On this fubjeG@ I gave them 
fuch information as I thought confiftent with 
prudence. I had {een the planters who had 
retired to Bruyntjes-Hoogte keep themfelves 
there on the defenfive, agitated by terrors as 
much as the Caffres themfelves.. The latter 
told me, that, to reach the neareft hordes of 
their nation, it. would be ftill neceflary to 
continue my journey for full five days more. 
Calculating therefore the diftance which fe- 
parated thefe people from the planters, and 
which I reckoned to be nearly fixty leagues, 
I could, without deceiving them, allay their 
fears, and convince them that the latter were 
neither difpofed nor in a condition to under- 
take fo long a journey. ‘Thefe poor people 
were in fuch a wretched fituation that I could 
not help pitying them, for they had never 
been haraffed in fuch a manner as they were 
at that time; befides the lofles which they 
had fuftained in men and cattle by the at- 
| | tacks 
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tacks of the white people, they were daily 
expofed to others from the Tambouchis, a 
neighbouring nation, who, taking advantage 
_of their critical fituation, over-ran feveral of 
the cantons of Caffraria, and put every thing 
to the {word that they met with; fo that, op- 
prefled on both fides by this diverfion, the 
Caffres, deftitute of warlike ftores and unable 
to defend themfelves, retreated as faft as pof- 
fible, and penetrated farther northwards, to 
avoid two enemies whom they could not op- 
pofe; while the Bofhmen, a third, no lefs for- 
midable, plundered and miaffacred them 
wherever they could find them. » 

From the information given me by thefe 
people, I was aftonifhed that they had ftrag- 
eled fo far from their horde; and that they 
wandered as chance directed, without know- 
ing whither to direct their courfe. They 
however told me, that on the firft incurfion 
made by the whites, they had fuddenly driven 
their flocks, all in confufion, either towards 
the fea coaft, or to other remote parts of Caf~ 
fraria; but that hearing no accounts of any 
new hoftilities, they had ventured to quit 
their hordes, and to go in queft of their dif- 
perfed cattle, in order to bring them back 

7 agallle 
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again. ‘They had indeéd about thirty along 
with them; and.when I mentioned the fire 
which we had obferved in the night-time, 
they affured me that it was kindled by 
them; butthat they had not feen mine, which 
would have alarmed them much. Having 
queftioned them refpeting the veffel which 
had been fhipwrecked, they only repeated 
what had been told me by others; which was, 
that a fhip had really been loft on the coafts 
of Caffraria. After this information, I con- 
cluded that this misfortune had happened 
beyond the country of the Tambouchis, oppo- 
fite to Madagafcar, and towards the channel 
of Mofambique. ‘They added, that, without 
mentioning other difficulties which muft be 
encountered in their territories, it would be 
neceflary, befides other rivers, to pafs one 
which was too broad to be croffed by {wim- 
ming, or to advance a great way towards the 
north to find a place where it could be ford- 
ed; that they had teen feveral white people 
among the Tambouchis ; that they themfelves 
had purchafed, by barter, feveral articles from 
thefe people; and, above all, a great number of 
nails procured from the wreck of the veffel ; 
but that, being then at war with the Tam- 
| bouchis, 
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bouchis,they could not get any more iron from 
them, though they were in great want of 


that commodity. They then begged me to 


give them fome, the ordinary requeft of thefe 
poor wretches, which I little expected; but I 
anfwered their ungracious petition with a 
mortifying refufal. 

To indemnify them, I diftributed amongtt 
them all my beads, toys, tinder-boxes, tinder, 
and a large quantity of tobacco; in return 


for which they begged me to accept a couple 
of their oxen: I however replied, that inftead 


of taking from them a bleffing fo valuable to 
unfortunate people, I withed rather to be in 
a fituation that might enable me to augment 
the number of their cattle. This mark of 
kindnefs touched them the more, as they 
confider the white people to be the moft dans 
gerous and mifchievous beings in the world. 
With that ingenuous and fincere modefty 
which is ever afraid of hurting thofe on 
whom it beftows praile, they made a confef- 
fion to me which remained long imprinted 
In my memory: Haus declared to me, in 
their name, and in very energetic terms, that 
I refembled the only worthy man of my race 
whom they had ever met with; fome years 

before 
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before they had feen this worthy man on the 
Bofhman river, the banks of which they then 
inhabited, and from which the planters had 
never yet been able to expel them: he was, 
as they faid, a man who, like me, travelled 
merely for curiofity. I could eafily perceive 
that they alluded to Colonel Gordon; and 
they were extremely happy to underftand 
that we lived in ftri& friendfhip together : 
they even begged me to intercede with him 
when I returned to the Cape, and to prevail 
upon him to lay before government a true 
and affeing picture of their mifery, and of | 
the deftitute condition into which they had 
been thrown by the atrocious injuftice of 
their perfecutors. 

I fpent all this day in converfing with 
thefe Caffres refpecting their manners, cuf- 
toms, religion, tafte, and refources; andI al- 
ways found that their anfwers correfponded 
with what had been related to me by thofe 
whom I had firft feen. ‘They told me, with 
equal fincerity, whatever tended to criminate 
themfelves, or to do them honour 3 and my 
Hottentots found them fo peaceable and un- 
fulpicious, that they requefted at night that 
1 would permit them all to remain amongft 
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us. I continued to converfe with them for 
fome time, and then retired to my tent, to 
prepare for the labours of the next morning. 

As foon as day appeared, whilft the Caffres 
Were preparing to depart, I affembled my 
Hottentots. The refle@tions which their fa- 
miliarity with thefe favages, whom they 
dreaded more than wild beafts, enabled them 
to make, and their converfation with one 
another.when I had retired to my tent, made 
me immediately refolve what courfe to purfue. 
Not withing to give them an opportunity of 
acquiring any merit from determining what 
plan was beft to be adopted in the. prefent 
conjuncture; but, on the contrary, apprehend- 
ing that they might borrow from me thofe 
ideas of prudence and compoture ufeful to 
my defigns, whatever they might in future 
be; I told them, that after what they, as 
well as I, had heard the evening before, re- 
fpecting the difficulties of advancing farther, 
and the danger of being attacked by the 
Tambouchis and the Bothmen who were tra- 
verfing Caffraria, my intention was to return 
to Koks-Kraal; that in confequence of this, 
if we dire&ted our courfe towards the wett, 
we could not fail-of falling in with the river 
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Groot-Vis, and that then, by going up its 
banks for feveral days, according as things 
might appear, we fhould undoubtedly foon 
reach our camp: I however added, that they 
were all at liberty to deliver their opinion on 
the propofal which I had made. I could fee 
too plainly, by the looks of all my people, 
what pleafure they received from my refolu- 
tion; and they all gave me the honour of 
ftarting an idea to which they had as much 
pretenfion asI. My colle€tion was now be- 
come fo bulky, that I had no hopes of in- 
cteafing it, for I fcarcely knew where to 
place it. 

I afterwards declared, that when I reached 
Koks-Kraal I would remain there no longer 
than might be neceflary to repair our car- 
riages, and to prepare for going towards the 
{now mountains, from which I meant to pro- 
ceed to the Cape by keeping more to the 
weftward. I knew that this plan was not 
approved by any of my people, becaufe in 
traverfing thefe dry and barren defarts, in the 
time of the greateft drought, it would be ne- 
ceflary for us to encounter more than one 
difficulty; but being impatient to take a view 
of the natural curiofities contained in‘ this 

country, 
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country, I had formed an irrevocable refolu- 
tion to crofs it, and the overture I made was 
only a ftratagem to reconcile early to this 
idea fuch of my Hottentots as I had with 
me, in order that, when we returned to my 
camp, they might be better able to infpire 
their companions with confidence, atid to 
teftify the greater aftonifhment at their refift- 
ance, fhould they fhew any. 

Before I left thefe Caffres, I diftributed 
among them, as well as among my Hotten- 
tots, a quantity of tobacco; and I referved no 
more than was fufficient to ferve us till we 
returned to our camp. ‘This made room for 
the birds with which we were encumbered, 
and alfo for thofe that I might be able to 
procure by the way. Thefe ten favages af- 
fifted us to pack up our baggage and to yoke 
our oxen; after which we wifhed one another 
a good journey, and fet out to purfue two op- 
pofite routes, they towards the north and we 
towards the fouth. 

We {pent three days, during which no- 
thing remarkable happened, in reaching the 
fo much wifhed for banks of the Groot-Vis. 
This forced march having fatigued both us 
and our cattle confiderably, I refolved to pafs 

72 the 


276 TRAVEUS! An 


the next day on the banks of the river, both 
with a view to refreth ourfelves, and to fee 
what difcoveries I might make in the neigh- 
bourhood. We were at this time under no 
uneafinefs refpeting water, and we had been 
in no want of it during the three days that 
we employed in fearching for the river, which 
we knew would conduct us to the place of 
our deftination; but we could not precifely 
afcertain the time which might be neceflary to 
follow its courfe to ourcamp. It was poffible 
that high mountains and other obftacles might 
oblige the Groot-Vis, before it difcharged itfelf 
into the fea, to form fome bendings, which 
muft have greatly prolonged our journey. 
We went along its banks very peaceably for 
three days more, {till keeping clofe to it ; and 
at length, on the morning of the fourth, we 
perceived the high mountain, the back part 
of which we had feen foon after our depar- 
ture. This fight made my people fhout for 
joy. We were now about to revifit our camp, 
our herds, our riches, and our companions ; 
we therefore quickened our pace, and, late in 
the evening, without being obferved, reached 
the happy fpot. All were funk in the moft 
profound tranquillity, and nothing could~ 

: have 
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have given me more pleafure than the agree- 
able furprife of this precipitate arrival. The 
horrid noife made by my dogs immediately 
fpread the alarm; all haftened towards us; 
they knew our voices; and, even to the moft 
infenfible animals, all feemed to fhare in the 
general joy: above all, we could not difens 
gage ourfelves from my dogs, which teazed 
us by their careffes and ftunned us with their 
barking. Another {pectacle however ap- 
peared to me no lefs interefting : my family 
had increafed confiderably: at my departure 
a {mall detachment from the worthy Gona- 
quas had quitted their horde, and had efta- . 
blifhed themfelves in the fame place which 
I affigned to the Caffres, where they had 
conftructed feveral new huts. They in- 
formed me, and indeed I plainly faw by the 
admirable order that prevailed in the camp, 
that every thing had been quiet during my 
abfence: we had been the whole fubject of 
converfation to thofe we had left. Every 
evening Swanepoel gave me the moft favour- 
able accounts of each feparately; he told me, 
that the firft fifteen days having elapfed with- 
out hearing any news of me, he could not 
help entertaining a little fear, and that he. 
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was apprehenfive he fhould not fee me till I 
‘returned to the Cape, as he was perfuaded 
that, unlefs I met with infurmountable ob- 
ftacles, I would ftill proceed as long as I had 
ammunition, 

I honeftly confefs, that having ae for 
nearly a month deprived of the comforts and 
enjoyments of my camp, I was exceedingly 
happy to find myfelf returned; and I had 
the higheit fatisfaCtion in the fidelity and ate 
tachment of thefe Hottentots, fo feeble and 
timid, whom I had not been afraid to aban- 
don to themfelves. It was therefore now 
time that I fhould fhew them my gratitude : 
on this account I proclaimed with a loud 
voice that it was Saturday; and this decla- 
ration, which paffed from mouth to mouth 
even to the Gonaquas, feemed ftill to add to 
their agitation. This cir rcumftance requires 
fome explanation,which I hall give with freth 
pleafure ; : for the remembrance of thefe tri- 
fling but agreeable methods I purfued to vary 
my amufements, and in an uninhabjtable de- 
fart to convert the fimplett object into a. 
fubje& of pleafantry and entertainment, an- 
nounces the ereatelt tranquillity, and makes 
me, even when furrounded by the arts, and 
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agitated by pride and vanity, lament that J 


can no longer diftinguifh my own character. 

When I fet out from the Cape, I did not 
negle& to carry an almanack with me; but 
in order to have fome certain method of 
reckoning, and to keep my journal corred, 
I made all the months to confift of thirty 
days. AsI never paffed one without giving 
an account of it, I confidered it as a matter 
of indifference whether or not I diftinguifhed 
the weeks, and marked the days by their 
proper names, but I determined to diftribute 
among my Hottentots their allowance of to- 
bacco every Saturday. If it happened that, 
not choofing to give myfelf the trouble of 
confulting my book, I afked them what the 
day was, I could eafily guefs what an{fwer 
they would give me; according to their cal- 
culation it was always Saturday; fo that, 
when I looked at my regifter after travelling 
fifteen months, I found feven or eight of thefg 
Saturdays which belonged to no week, 

I found myfelf therefore, as ufual, furround- 
ed by my numerous family ; and whilft all of 
them, and even the Gonaqua women, were 
{moking their pipes round a large fire, and en- 
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joying a double allowance of brandy, I re- 
galed myfelf very cheerfully with my tea. 
Having mentioned ‘to them the route 
which I intended to purfue next day, I found 
that they were already informed of it, and 
that they did not make fo many remonftrances 
and objections as I expeéted. I perceived 
that my journey was approaching to a clofe; 
and-that every body, exhaufted by fatigue, 
thought any road good that appeared to 
bring us nearer to the Cape; but the paflage 
through the mountains of Swew-Bergen, the 
ufual haunt of the Bofhmen, made more. 
than one of my brave attendants tremble, 
I fixed my departure for the eighth, in order 
that I might have time to repair my car- 
riages, to make new wooden work to fup= 
port the top of that in which I rode, to cover 
the canvafs of it with new mats, to replace 
our old traces from the hides of the buffa- 
loes killed during my abfence, and to cat 
balls and {mall fhot. All this required con- 
fiderable time; and no lefs was neceflary to 
arrange the collection which J had formed 
in Caffraria, and to confign to my journal 
the refult of my refearches refpeéting that 
| country 
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country and its inhabitants. For the fake 
of expedition, my people exerted themfelves 
confiderably ; and I fhut myfelf up in my 
tent, and haftened, while my obfervations 
were ftill frefh in my memory, to reduce 
them into fome order. 

To judge of the Caffres from thofe I have 
feen, they are generally taller than the Hot- 
tentots, and even than the Gonaquas ; they 
however approach much nearer to the latter ; 


but they appear to be more robuft, more 


fierce, and much bolder. Their figure is 
likewife more agreeable, and their counte- 
nances have not that narrownefs at bottom, 
nor their cheeks thofe prominences which 
are fo difagreeable among the Hottentots ; 
neither have they thofe broad flat faces and 
thick lips of their neighbours, the negroes 
of Mofambigue. A round figure, a nofe not 
too flat, a broad forehead, and large eyes, 
give them an open and lively air; and if 
prejudice can overlook the colour of the fkin, 
there are fome Caffre women who, even 
when feated by an European lady, would be 
accounted extremely pretty. The fifth and 
fixth plates reprefent a Caffre man and a 


Caffre woman drawn from nature, Thefe 


people 
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people do not make their faces ridiculous 
by pulling out their eyebrows like the Hot- 
tentots; they tattoo themfelves much, and 
particularly their bodies: they never greafe 
their hair, which is frizled in a very great 
degree ; but this is not the cafe with refpe& 
tothe reft of their body, and they follow 
this practice merely with a view to Peleeey 
agility and vigour. : 

The men generally beftow more attention 
en their drefs than the women; and they 
are remarkably fond of foals and cop~ 
per rings. They, for the moft part, wear 
bracelets on their arms and legs, made of 
elephants tufks, which they form into natu- 
ral rings, of greater or lefs thicknefs, by 
fawing through the hollow part; after which 
they make them round on the outfide, and 
give them a fine polifh, As thefe large 
rings do not open, they muft be of fuch a 
fize that the hand can pafs through them, in - 
order that they may be put upon the arm ; 
on which account they are always eafy, and 
move up and down one againft the other. If 
fmall rings of this kind are given to children, 
in proportion as they increafe in years the 
vacuum is filled up; and as they then ad- 

here 
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here firmly to the arm, they become a luxury 
which is highly pleafing to thofe who have 
been thus decorated in their youth. They 
make necklaces alfo of the bones of animals 
ranged on a ftring, which they have the art 
of whitening and polifhing in the moft per- 
_ fe€& manner, Some of them are contented 
with the whole bone of a leg of mutton; 
and this ornament makes a very confpicuous 
figure on the breaft of a Caffre: it has the 
fame effect as a patch on the face of a pretty 
woman in Europe. The Gonaqua women, 
as may be feen in the plate which reprefents 
them, practife the fame coquetry. They 
fubftitute fometimes for this bone the horn 
of an antelope, or any thing elfe, according 
to their caprice; and I am of opinion, that 
one would fee as many varieties, and as ma- 
ny fantaftical ornaments in their drefs, as are 
feen in Europe, provided they had the fame 
means and the fame refources. They, how- . 
ever, always employ the fame materials, be- 
caufe they have no kinds of ftuff to fupply 
the place of thofe fkins with which they 
clothe themfelves. It would appear that 
they are not fo chafte as the Hottentots, be- 
caufe they do not ufe a jackal to veil what 


nature 


284 TR AY.E Soa 
nature bids them conceal, A fmall cowl, 
which covers only the glans, inftead of difz 
playing modetty, feéms to announce the 
greateft indecency. This fmall covering ad- 
heres to a thong, whichis faftened round 
their girdles merely that it may not be loft; 
for a Caffre, if he is not afraid of being 
hurt or ftung by. infe€ts, cares very little 
whether this cowl be in its place or not. I 
never faw but one man who, inftead of a 
cowl, wore a cafe made of wood, ornamented 
with fculpture: this was a new and ridi- 
culous fafhion, which he had berrowed from 
‘a nation of black people who lived at a great 
diftance from Caffraria. In the hot feafon 
the Caffres go always naked, and retain no- 
thing but their ornaments: in cold weather 
they wear kroffes made of calves or oxen’s 
hides, which reach down to the ground, 
They are, faithfully delineated in the fifth 
and fixth plates, which reprefent a young 
Caffre holding a bundle of affagays, and a 
woman piving fuck to her child. ; 
A peculiarity, whichis perhaps to be found 
no where elfe, and which deferves fome ate 
tention, is, that the Caffre women fet very . 
little value upon drefs: as they are, in com- 
parifon 
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parifon of other favages, well made and 
pretty, they perhaps have alfo good fenfe 
enough to believe that ornaments are rather 
calculated to veil imperfections than to fet 
off beauties ; however this may be, one never 
fees amongft them that difplay and profu- 
fion of them which are common among the 
Hottentot women. They do not even wear 
copper bracelets; but their {mall aprons, 
which are ftill fhorter than thofe of the Go- 
naquas, are bordered witha few rows of glafs 
beads, and in this all their luxury confifts. 
The {kin which the female Hottentots wear 
on their reins behind, among the Caffre wo- 
men rifes to their armpits, and is faftened | 
round the neck, which it covers. Like their 
hufbands, they have kroffes of the fkins of 
calves or oxen, but always more {mooth : 
they, however, ufe neither the one nor the 
other except in cold or rainy weather. 
Thefe fkins are as foft and pliable as our 
fineft ftuffs ; and with regard to the procefs 
which the Caffres employ to drefs them, it 
is almoft the fame as that of the Horten- 
tots. 
W hatever oe weather or the feafon may 


be, both fexes go bareheaded. 
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deed fometimes obferved a plume of feathers. 
fixed in their hair; but this whimfical orna- 
ment is very uncommon. 

The precautions taken by the Caffre wo- 
men when they bring forth children, and in 
their periodical indifpofitions, are abfolutely 
the fame as thofe obferved by the Gonaqua 


or Hottentot women. ie x 


Their daily occupations are confined to — 
the fabrication of earthen-ware, which they 
form with as much ingenuity as their huf- 
bands. Thofe which I had with me in my 
camp, having found clay fit for their pur= 
pofe, did not lofe this opportunity of making 
pipkins, and other veflels which are in ufe 
amongft them. At their departure they 
carried with them a fufficient provifion of 
this earth, with which they loaded their 
oxen. It is the women alfo, as I have al- 
ready faid, who weave their bafkets: they 
likewife prepare the fields for receiving feed; 
but they rather fcratch it up with wooden 
pickaxes than till it. 

The Caffre huts, more fpacious and higher 
than thofe of the Hottentots, have alfo a 
more regular form ; it is abfolutely that of a 
perfect hemifphere. The frames of them 
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are conftru&ted of wooden work, well put 


_ together and very folid, becaufe it is intended 


to laft a long time. This they afterwards 
cover, both within and without, with a kind 
of mud or plafter made of cows dung and 


clay mixed up together, and {pread over it 


very {moothly. Thefe huts exhibit to the 
eye an air of neatnefs which the habitations 
of the Hottentots undoubtedly have not ; 
and one would almoft believe them to be 
done over with the fineft cement. The only 


opening which they have is fo low and nar- 


row, that people muft lie down on their 
bellies to enter it. This cuftom at firft 
appeared to me highly ridiculous, and to be 
carried to a much greater length than among 
the Hottentots; but as they ufe thefe huts 
only in the night-time, it is eafier, on this 
account, to defend onefelf either againit ani- 
mals, or the fudden attacks of an enemy. 
The floors of them are covered with the 
fame fubftance as the walls; and in the cen- 
tre is formed a circular hearth, furrounded 


by a border two or three inches in height, 
to contain the fire, and preferve the hut 


from any danger which it might occafion. 
Around the hut, at the diftance of five or 
fix 
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fix inches, they dig a {mall trench, about a 
foot and a half in depth, and as-much in 
breadth, for the purpofe: of recéiving the 
waters; and this precaution fecures it from 
all moifture. In different cartons I vifited 
and furveyed more than feven hundred of 
thefe huts; but I never faw one of a {quare : 
form, as fome authors have pretended. Be- 
fides, I fuppofe it is of little importance to 
the reader to know whether thefe favages 
lodge i In round or in {quare habitations ; 3 but. 
I muft remark, that, by. mentioning every 
thing, one may, foon or. late, difcover thofe 
travellers who have only feen a part of what 
they have related. 

The fields of the Hottentots being either 
by the foil, their pofition, or. the number of 
finall rivers which water them, much more 
fertile than thofe of the Hottentots, it ne- 
ceflarily follows, that the Caffres, who apply 
to agricul ture, remain fixed to one fpot ; ; and 
this is always the cafe when nothing inter- 
rupts their repofe. The fame fields which 
gave them birth, is alfo the fcene of their 

lateft moments, unlefs they are attacked, I 
do not fay by barbarous perfecutors only, 
who thirft after their blood, but by fome of 

thofe 
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thofe deftructive fcourges which fpare nei- 
ther men nor animals, and which fpread de- 
folation in a moment throughout immenfe 
regions. A neat and folid habitation, con- 
ftructed near a rivulet, in the middle of a 
cultivated field which they have inherited 
from their fathers, is enough to enrich the 
language of the Caffres with the agreeable 
appellation of country; which the wander- 
ing indifference of the Hottentots will pre= 
vent them from ever knowing. 

I have, however, made a remark, which,. 
though it may appear {trange, is neverthelefs 
_ certain and general: notwithftanding the 
forefts and beautiful woods with which Caf- 
fraria is covered; notwithftanding thofe de- 
dightful paftures which rife to fuch a height 
as to conceal the herds that are {cattered here 
and there in the fields ; and notwithftanding 
thofe rivers and ftreams which crofs each 
other in a thoufand different direCtions to 
render them rich and fertile; their oxen, their 
cows, and almoft all their animals, are much 
{maller than thofe of the Hottentots—a 
difference which undoubtedly arifes from the 
nature of the fap, and a certain flavour pre- 
dominant in every kind of grafs. I have 
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made this obfervation, not only on the do- 
meftic animals of the cantons which I tra- 
verfed, but alfo on thofe which were wild, 
and I really found them fmaller than thofe 
I had before feen in the dry and parched 
countries. J remarked, in my tour among 
the Nimiquas, who inhabit mere rocks and 
the moft barren parts perhaps of all Africa, 
that their oxen were the moft beautiful I 
had ever feen; and that even the elephants 
and the hippopotami were much more robutft 
than any where elfe. The little pafture 
which is to be met with in thefe miferable 
places, is likewife exceedingly tender and 
fweet. This quality in the herbs may be 
eafily diftinguifhed, and I employed a parti- 
cular method to difcover it. After I arrived 
in any canton, when my cattle returned from 
pafture, I judged of the harfhnefs of the grafs 
upon which they had fed, by their difperfing 
_ themfelves all over my camp, and eagerly 
fearching for the bones left by my dogs, in 
order to eafe their teeth. As thefe bones 
were of a calcareous nature, by gnawing 
them they blunted the force of that irrita- 
tion and acidity which tormented them. We 
therefore never threw our bones into the fire. 


When 
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When thefe were wanting, dry wood or 
{tones fupplied their place ; and when they 
could not find thefe refources, they even 
gnawed each other’s horns. When the paf- 
tures were good, this ceremony never took — 
_ place. 

A more perceptible induftry, an acquaint- 
ance with fome of the moft neceffary arts, a 
little knowledge of agriculture, and a few 
religious dogmas, feem to announce that the 
Caffres are a much more civilized people than 
thofe who live farther fouth., Circumcifion, 
which they generally practife, proves that 
they either owe their origin to fome ancient 
people, from whom they have degenerated, 
or that they have only copied it from neigh- 
bours, of whom they have at prefent no re- 
membrance; for when one {peaks to them 
of this ceremony, they fay it 1s neither from 
religion nor any other myftic caufe that 
they adopt it. They however entertain a 
‘very exalted idea of the Supreme Being, and 
of his power: and they believe in a future 
 ftate, and that the wicked will be punifhed, 
and the good rewarded; but they have no 
idea of the creation. They imagine that 


. the world exifted from eternity, and that it 
(aa will 
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will always remain as it is at prefent. In 
other refpects they ufe no religious ceremo- 
nies, and they never offer up prayers ; fo that 
we may juftly fay they have no religion at 
all, if there be no religion without worfhip. 
They take upon themfelves the care of edu- 
cating their own children. ‘Though they 
have no priefts, they have magicians, who 
are much feared and reverenced by the 
greater part; but I never had the fatisfac- 
tion of feeing any of them. Notwithftanding 
all their credit, Iam very doubtful whether 
they impofe as much upon the vulgar as 
ours. Thefe Caffres fuffer themfelves to be 
governed by a general chief or king, whofe 
power, as I have had occafion to obferve, is 
very limited. As he receives no fubfidies, 
he cannot maintain troops, and he is far 
from having it in his power to be defpotic, 
He is the father of a free people, but he is 
neither feared nor refpected. He is often © 
much poorer than any of his fubjedts, be-’ 
caufe, being at liberty to take as many 
wives as he choofes, and as thefe women 
think it an honour to belong to him, the ex- 
pences occafioned by this regal train, and 
which he is obliged to take from his private 
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treafury, I mean his fields, his cattle, &c. 
ruin his property, and reduce it to nothing. 
His hut is neither higher nor better orna- 
mented than any of the reft; and he col- 
leéts his feraglio and his family around him, 
which compofe a group of twelve or fifteen 
huts at moft. The fields which furround 
them are generally thofe that he cultivates, 
and it is cuftomary for each perfon to ga- 
ther in his own crops, in order to difpofe of 
them in whatever manner he thinks proper. 
The grain which they reap is the favourite 
nourifhment of the Caffres: they pound and 
bruife it between two ftones; and on this 
account, each family feparating from the reft 
that they may have their produtions within 
their reach, a fingle horde, not very nume- 
rous, often occupies a league fquare of 
ground, which is never the cafe ere the 
Gonaquas or the Hottentots. 

This diftance of the different bites from 
one another, renders it neceflary that they 
fhould have chiefs, who are appointed by the 
king. When he has any thing to commu- 
nicate to them of great importance for the 
nation, he fends for them, and tells them 
his orders, or, 1 ought rather to fay, his news. 

Ue The 
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‘The different chiefs then return to make 
them known to thofe who are under them. 
The arms of the Caffres, a plain lance or 
aflagay, announces fomething grand and in- 
‘trepid in their character, They defpife 
poifoned arrows, which are fo much ufed 
among their neighbours, and confider them 
as unworthy of their courage. They always 
feek to meet their enemy face to face, and 
they never can throw their affagays unti} 
they are in the open fields. The Hotten- 
tot, on the contrary, concealed under a rock 
or behind a bufh, deals out deftruétion with- 
out being expofed to danger, The one is 
a perfidious tiger, which rufhes treacheroufly 
on his prey ; and the other is a generous lion, 
which having given warning of his approach, 
makes his attack boldly; and perifhes if he 
does not get the better of his antagonift. 
The inequality of his arms is not capable of 
making him hefitate a moment, for his cou- 
rage and {pirit fupply every deficiency. In 
the time of war, indeed, he carries a buckler 
of about three feet in height, made of the 
thickeft part of a buffalo’s hide, which is 
futficient to defend him from arrows, and 
even aflagays, but not from a ball. The 
aut er Caifre 
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Caffre manages alfo, with much addrefs, a 
weapon no lefs terrible than the affagay, 
when he falls in with his enemy. This 
weapon is a club, two feet and a half in 
length, made of one piece of wood, or of a 
root, three inches in diameter where thickeft, 
_ and decreafing in fize towards one of its ex- 
tremities. Sometimes he will dart it to the 
diftance of fifteen or twenty paces, and it is 
very rare that he does not hit the propofed — 
mark. I have feen one of thefe favages 
kill a partridge in this manner the moment 
it {prang up from the ground. 

The fovereign power is hereditary in the 
king’s family, and the prince is always fuc- 
ceeded by his eldeft fon; but in default of 
_ male heirs, the neareft nephews, and not his 
brothers, are the fucceffors.. In cafes where 
the fovereign leaves neither nephews nor chil- 
dren, a king is then chofen from among the 
chiefs of the different hordes. Upon thefe oc- 
cafions a {pirit of party fometimes prevails, 
which gives rife to factions and intrigues that 
generally end in bloodfhed. 

Polygamy is ufed among thefe Caffres, 
and their marriages are {till fimpler than 
thofe of the Hottentots. The parents of the 
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bridegroom are always contented with the 
choice he has made, but thofe of the bride 
infpe& into matters a little more narrowly. 
They, however, feldom ftart many difficul- 
ties; they drink, dance, and make merry for 
whole weeks, according to the riches of the 
two families: but thefe feftivals never take 
place, except when one marries for the firft 
time ; in other cafes every thing i is tranfacted 
in private. ‘The Caffres are no better ac- 
quainted with mufic, and have no other in- 
ftruments than the Hottentots, except that I 
faw amongft them a wretched flute fcarcely 
worth being mentioned. They ufe the Eng- 
lifh ftep in their dances, but in other refpedcts 
they are almoft the fame. 

On the death of a father the male children 
and the mother fhare the fucceffion between 
them. ‘The girls receive no part of it, and 
they remain with their mother until they can 
procure a hufband. If they marry while their 
parents are alive, they receive nothing elfe 
for a dowry but a few cattle, in proport: ion ' 
to the riches of either. 

Tn general they do not inter their dead ; 
they are tranfported from the kraal by the 
family, and depofited 1 in a ditch which i ig open 

and 
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and common to the whole horde. Savage 
animals oftea go thither to feed at their lei- 
fure, and this preferves the air pure, which 
would otherwife foon become corrupted, by 
the multitude of carcafles that are heaped to- 
gether. Funeral honours are due only to 
kings and the chiefs of each horde. The 
bodies are covered with a heap of ftones, col- 
lected into the form of a dome; and this ac- 
counts for that feries of {mall mounts feen 
ranged in a line near Bruyntjes-Hoogte, which 
formerly belonged to the Caffres. 

I am not acquainted with the difpofition of 
the Caffres in refpect to love, and I do not 
know whether they are jealous. I however 
imagine that they are fo only with their own 
countrymen; for they readily give up their 
women to the firft white man who wifhes to 
enjoy them, provided they receive a {mall re- 
tribution. Hans repeatedly gave me to un- 
derftand, that all thofe whom I admitted into 
my camp were at my fervice, and that I had 
nothing to do but to make a choice: indeed 
there were no kind of allurements which they 
did not throw out before their hufbands to 
~lead me into their fares; and the latter were 
2 | perhaps 
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perhaps only offended at the cool manner in 
which I feemed to receive their addrefies. 

I will not enlarge farther on thefe details, as 
I conceive I have faid enough to fhew how far 
thefe people differ from their neighbours, when 
there is no other communication between 
them but that eftablifhed by blabely wars and 
continual enmity. 

The eighth, that happy day which was to 
bring us nearer the Cape, at length appeared, 
upon which I made a general review of my 
carriages, equipage, and oxen, &c. I had ar- 
ranged my new collections, and furveyed thofe 
which I procured before; the balls and fhot 
neceflary for our hunting excurfions were caft; 
my oxen, which for a long time had enjoyed 
reft, and abundance of excellent pafture, were 
full and in good condition: im a word, I was ; 
ready to depart; but 1 allowed two days more 
to take leave of our worthy neighbours, and 
to amufe ourfelves with them. 

When the news of my refolution were 
fpread abroad, I foon faw the whole horde ar- 
riving, both men and women, in clufters. 
Haabas was at their head, while all who 
could walk followed him, and ran up to bid 

us 
4. 
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us farewel before we departed. I was ex- 
tremely happy that they had come to {pend 
thefe two days with us. The good Haabas 
introduced to me four or five Gonaquas of ano- 
‘ ther horde, who having heard mention made 
of me, had been deputed to invite me to vifit 
their canton. This requeft was made too 
late; but I foftened my refufal by promifing 
to remember their invitation the next time 
that I undertook a journey into thofe coun- 

tries. | 
During thefe two days both parties gave 
themfelves up to all the extravagance of joy 
and pleafure; my brandy was not f{pared, nor 
the hydromel which Haabas had made on 
purpofe and brought along. with him; but 
the beautiful Narina and her fitter, who were 
of the party, took no fhare in thefe orgies. 
Sadnefs had above all disfigured the features 
' of Narina, whom I comforted as well as I 
could by giving her a few prefents. I gave 
her fome alfo for her fifter, her mother, and 
her friends ; in a word, I difpofed upon this 
occafion of the greater part of my toys: but 
drefs at this time was not what principally 
engaged her attention. To Haabas and 
his people I gave every thing I could fpare 
| | | without 
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without hurting me, and without depriving 
myfelf of thofe refources which were neceflary 
for my return. Tobacco above all was diftri- 
buted with great profufion among thefe wor- 
thy favages and I referved only as much as 
might be fufficient to fupply my people till 
we reached the Cape. 

After this I took the venerable Haabasafide, 
and prefled him in an affectionate manner, and 
even with emotion, to follow the advice which 
I had given him refpeting his own preferva- 
tion, and that of his whole horde. I endea- 
voured to perfuade him that the apparent 
tranquillity of the planters, always affembled 
in the fame place, feemed to forebode fome 
new project, and confequently new acts of 
treachery; and that his kraal being fituated 
juft between the planters and the Caffres, he 
might foon or late become a victim either to 
the one or the other. 

He promifed that he would remove to a 
proper diftance as foon as I had departed ; 
telling me that he had not formed this refo- 
lution fooner, as he wifhed to have the plea- 
fure of feeing me again on my return from 
Caffraria: but he added, with that affection 
and love of which he had given me fo many 

: proofs, 


ACW PG. A... 301 
proofs, that if the times became fortunate, 
that is to fay, if peace fhould be reftored, he 
was determined to eftablifh himfelf in my 
camp, in remembrance of his benefactor, and 
becaufe he could not find a more agreeable 
{pot. 

On the 4th of December I departed: but 
in vain fhould I attempt to defcribe the con- 
fternation of the Gonaquas; one might have 
faid that I was abandoning them to the wild 
heafts, and that by lofing me they loft every 
thing. With ftill more difficulty could I de- 
{cribe my own internal fenfations. I had 
now given the fignal, and my people, my 
carriages, and my cattle, were already on their 
way: I therefore flowly followed this con- 
voy, leading my horfe by the bridle; and 
while I neither looked behind me, nor ut- 
tered a fingle fyllable, I fuffered my tears 
to relieve the fad oppreffion of my heart. 

My worthy and fincere friends, I fhall be- 
hold you no more !—Whatever may be the 
caufe of thofe tender fentiments which you 
have {worn to entertain towards me—be 
happy !—The fource of them is not purer in 
Hurope than among you—be happy! No 
force is capable of  Haltigying the remem- 

brance 
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brance of them. Confiding in my adieus, my 
regret, and my tears, you have perhaps long 
expected me in your calamities; your de- 
ceived fimplicity has perhaps brought you 
back more than once to thofe happy fpots 
which were the fcenes of our meetings and 
of our feftivals ; you have in vain fought for 
_ me; in vain have you called me to affift you: 
I could neither comfort nor defend you, im- 
menfe tracts of country feparate us for ever. 
But think no more of me. May no foolith 
hope difturb the tranquillity of your mo- 
ments; fuch an idea would embitter all my | 
days. I have again fubmitted to the chains 
of fociety; I fhall die like fo many others, 
borne down by an enormous load; but I can 
at leaft fay, with my lateft breath, “ my 
“‘ name is already effaced from the remem- 
‘* brance of my friends, while the traces of 
‘“¢ my feet ftill remain vifible among the Go- 
<€ naquas.”’ 

From the information I received, I con-— 
cluded that we fhould find the fnow-moun- 
tains to the eaft; and that by leaving 
Bruyntjes-Hoogte on my left, and crofling 
that chain of mountains which bear the 


fame name, though they extend to a confi- 
derable 
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derable diftance, we mutt infallibly arrive at 
the former, at the diftance of forty or fifty 
leagues, more or lefs, according to the way 
by which the windings might oblige me to 
conduct my carriages and baggage. 

I had heard fuch different accounts of 
thefe mountains, that I was extremely defi- 
rous of feeing them, and of croffing them at 
my leifure; but I was not ablé to reach them 
fo foon as I expected. Befides, being in- | 
formed that the elevation and coldnefs of 
their fummits rendered them uninhabitable 
during feveral months of the year, this new 
climate feemed to promife new productions, 
and varieties of different kinds, worthy of 
exciting my curiofity. 

Though the heat was exceffive we ad- 
vanced full fix leagues; and at one in the 
afternoon we ftopped at the ruins of a kraal 
which had been dreadfully ravaged. Its 
wretched inhabitants had probably been fur- 
prifed and maffacred on the fpot, as the 
ground was ftrewed with human bones and | 
fragments of carcafles; a difguiting fight 
from which we haftened to remove. 

Having fet out at four in the evening, af- 
ter a march of four hours, we reached a de- 

-ferted 
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ferted habitation, from which nothing had 
been carried away except the furniture. I 
intended to pafs the night here; but fcarcely 
had we arranged ourfelves, when I perceived 
a moft extraordinary itching all over my ~ 
body; upon which I uncovered my breaft, 
and found it quite black with innumerable 
{warms of fleas. My Hottentots themfelves 
were not entirely exempt from the attacks of 
thefe importunate vermin; and on this ac- 
count we inftantly quitted thefe infectious 
places, which my people named the camp of 
fleas, and went to eftablifh ourfelves at a 
little diftance, on the banks of a Jimpid and 
delightful rivulet, into which I plunged 
without taking time to undrefs. As my 
body was abfolutely fpeckled, Klaas advifed 
me, when I quitted the bath, to fuffer myfelf 
to be rubbed in the manner of the favages. 
I was therefore greafed and Joghoued for the 
firft time in my life, and I muft confefs that 
I found myfelf much eafier. ‘Though we 
had ftopt only a quarter of an hour in this 
unlucky fpot, my dogs and my carriages — 
were covered with thefe infedis. The bal- 
famic operation to which I had juft fubmit- 
ted was the only means to fecure me from 
them, 
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them, until length of time, or a fhower of 
rain, might free us from them entirely. On 
account of this procefs, which is familiar to 
the Hottentots, they had been lefs attacked 
by them than their mafter. 

The new fituation which we occupied, 
and in which we pafled the night, was not 
deftitute of beauties. On the north we 
were flanked by immenfe forefts of the fame 
kinds of trees as thofe before mentioned ; 
and the plain was covered with the mimofa, 
which the planters name dooren-boom: | had 
the pleafure of feecing it in full bloffom. 
This to me was a lucky circumftance; and 
I did not neglect to take advantage of it; 
- for, as I have faid, the flowers of this tree 
attract vaft numbers of curious infects, 
which are feldom to be found but at this 
feafon ; and thefe infects, in their turn, draw 
thither large flocks of birds of every kind, to 
which they ferve'as food. I fettled, there- 
fore, in this plain, where I amufed myfelf 
in changing my place of encampment. [| 
had reafon to conclude that all the borders 
of the foreft had been inhabited by Caffres ; 
for we could not move a ftep without feeing 
the remains of ancient huts, more or lefs de- 
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{troyed by the hand of time. In this place I 
found, without any difficulty, two kinds of 
antelope, the gnou and the fpring~bock. 
The filence of the night never appeared to 
me more majeftic than here. The roaring 
of the lion refounded around us at certain 
intervals ; but the converfations of thefe fe- 
rocious animals could not frighten us, nor 
interrupt our repefe, after having been ac- 
cuftomed to them, and to live in the midft 
of them for more than twelve months. We, 
however, did not neglect our ufual precau~- 
tions. I was increafing my colleétion every 
day, more and more; and [ enriched it here 
with a magnificent bird entirely unknown to 
ornithologifts : my people called it uyi-/ager, 
or the mock-bird. As foon as it perceived 
any of us, or one of our animals, more of 
the fame f{pecies inftantly appeared in fcores; 
and perching upon the branches neareft to 
us, raifing themfelves perpendicularly on 
their feet, and balancing their bodies from 
one fide to another, they flunned us by re- 
peating in a very precipitate manner thefe 
fyllables, gra, ga, ga, ga. ‘Thefe poor animals 
feemed to hurry to their own deftruction ; for 


we killed as many of them as we chofe. 
This 
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This bird is almoft of the fize of the black- 
bird; its plumage, which is of a golden 
green, reflects fomewhat of purple; its long 
tail is fhaped like the head of a lance, and, 
like the feathers of the wings, it is beauti- 
fully {potted with white: the bill, which is 
hooked and long, is remarkable as well as 
the feet, by being of a moft beautiful red 
colour. It climbs along the branches of 
trees, to find infects on which it feeds; and 
when they conceal themfelves under the 
bark, it detaches it very dexteroufly with its 
beak. ; : | 

We mutt not call this bird a wood-pecker, 
though it feems to have a confiderable re- 
femblance to it. Very.effential characterif- 
tics, as will afterwards appear, feparate it 
from that clafs. 

Having one evening remarked that they 
came in flocks, without any precaution, or 
being in the leaft alarmed at our prefence, to 
repofe in different holes in the trunk of a 
large tree, near which we were encamped, I 

ordered feveral of thefe holes to be clofed; 
and next morning, when I opened them with 
great care, I had the pleafure of feizing theie 
birds by their bills, as they made their dp- 

a pearance 
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pearance in order to efcape. This method 
is certainly eafy and fimple; and barbets and 
wood-peckers of every {pecies may be pro- 
cured in the fame manner ; but, as the latter 
conceal themfelves better than the former, it 
is more difficult to difcover them. An ob- 
fervation which I confider as very juft, is, 
_ that all birds which have two toes before 
and two behind, retire to hollow trees during 
the night-time; but this, however, does not 
deprive other fpecies, fuch as the titmoufe, 
the nut-hatch *, &c. of the fame inftind. 

It would be highly imprudent to thruft 
one’s hand into thefe holes without being 
certain what they contain; for they are 
often inhabited by {mall quadrupedes of the 
fize of a rat; and ferpents alfo fometimes get 
into them, in order to devour the birds or the 
eggs: and though thefe reptiles, for the 
moit part, are not noxious, they never fail to — 
occafion great terror, which people cannot 
always fupprefs. That fpecies called kooper- 
kapel, of which I have already fpoken, glide 
up trees very eafily, and may alfo take fhel- 
ter in fome of thefe holes: people, then, 


* In French Torchepot. Sitta Europea, Linn, = T. 
: I ) would 
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would be expofed to fomething more than 
fear, and pay dear for their imprudent curi- 
ofity. : 

On the 16th we purfued our journey. In 
five different encampments I traverfed all the 
country, which we were about to quit. After 
marching three hours, I found myfelf on the 
banks of the Klein-Vis river; fo that I could 
not advance farther that day: and we fpent 
a great deal of time in endeavouring to find a 
part of the river fordable for my carriages. 
In this place they had before been in ere 
danger of being overfet. 

The following day having croffed the ri- 
ver without fuftaining any lofs, I faw ano-— 
ther deferted habitation; but I had not the | 
curiofity to approach it. Some leagues far- 
ther we found abundance of mimofas, and all 
as completely in bloffom as thofe I had left 
the evening before. I yielded the more rea- 
dily to the temptation which induced me to 
{top on the borders of thefe forefts, as I ob- 
ferved a variety of birds which I had no 
where feen, and, for the fecond time, that 
kind of perroquet of which I have before 
fpoken. Wandering to a little diftance, I 
found myfelf in a {mall meadow, amici a 

X 3 wood 
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wood of very buthy trees. This peaceful de- 
fart feemed to be favourable for my opera- 
tions, and very convenient for my carriages 3 
but to convey them through bufhes and 
branches which croffed each other in a thou- 
fand different directions, appeared to be a 
work of great difficulty. We had, however, 
overcome obfacles even more infurmount- 
able; and this, like all the reft, gave way to 
our exertions. On the 1gth, after much la- 
bour and fatigue, I accomplithed my defign; 
but I had the misfortune to lofe one of my 
beft oxen, which was driven with fo much 
violence againft one of the mimofas that its 
_prickles penetrated the animal’s breaft, and 
broke in the flefh. We extracted in the beft 
manner. we could all thofe which appeared, 
or which we could lay hold ot, with a pair of 
pincers; but, as our art exiended no farther,” 
thofe which had funk decper, and which 
we could neither lay hold of nor perceive, 
occafioned fo great an infiammation, that, 
after twenty four hours, all the confulta- 
tions of my beft phyticians ended in a refo- 
lution of putting the patient to death, which 
was immediately executed. 
Thefe woods fwarmed with touracos, 
2 which 
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which were more familiar, and appeared to be 
much larger than thofe of the forefts of Au- 
teniqua. I found here alfo a new fpecies of 


calao; and, among other birds which I had — 


never before feen, | diftinguifhed a blackbira 
with an orange-coloured belly ; which, be- 
fides the pleafure occafioned by this difco- 
very, gave me alfo an opportunity of re- 
marking the fimplicity of the Hottentots. 
rit Biting brought me this bird, which 
was a female, I ordered him to return in- 
ftantly to the fpot where he had kiiled it, 
not doubting that he would find the male ; 
but he begged me to di fpenfe with his fer- 
vices upon this occafion, as he durit not 
venture to fire at it. I however continued 
to infift upon his obeying; but what was my 
aftonifhment when [ faw him with an affeG- 
ed air, and ina tone almoft lamentable, de- 
clare that fome misfortune would undoubt- 
edly enfue; that he had fcarcely killed the 
female, when the male began to purfue him 
with great fury, continually repeating Pu- 
me-wrou, Pit-me-wrow! It mutt be observed 
that thefe two words exadly reprefent the 
animal's cry; and I was more convinced 
of this afterwards, by. killing one of thei 
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blackbirds, than by the vain terrors of Pit, 
The fyllables it feems to pronounce are three 
Dutch words, which fignify Pit or Peter my 
wife 3 and Pit imagined that the bird, calling 
him by his name, requefted him to return 
his mate. I found it almoft impoffible to 
calm the difturbed imagination of this man, 
who perfifted in refufing to fire on. thefe 
birds; and had any unlucky accident hap- 
pened to him during our marches or hunt- 
ing excurfions, whatever might have been 
the caufe of it, his companions would not 
have failed to afcribe it to his killing the firft 
of thefe blackbirds. This belief, founded on 
a fact which I myfelf had an opportunity of 
being convinced of, might, in the defarts of 
Africa, have eftablifhed the firft miracle of a 
new religion. 

In every part of this foreft I unt a. {pe- 
cies of apes with black vifages; but I could: 
never catch any of them. Leaping from one 
tree to another, as if bidding me defiance, 
they in turns appeared and difappeared in an. 
inftant; whilft I fatigued myfelf to no pur- 
pofe in purfuing them. One morning, how- 
ever, after ranging for fome time in the 


neighbourhood of my camp, I obferved 
about 
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about thirty of them {eated on the branches 
of a tree, and expofing their white bellies to 
the firft rays of the fun. As the tree which 
they had chofen was fo much feparated from 
the reft, that their fhadow did not incom- 
mode them, I made a circuit through the 
bufhes, and having approached as near to 
them as I could without being difcovered, I 
ran up to the tree before they had time 
to defcend. I was certain that none of 
them had efcaped; but, notwithftanding 
this, I could not perceive one of them, 
though I caft my eyes round on every fide, 
and walked backwards and forwards, exa- 
mining the tree with the utmoft attention. 
I refolved therefore to fit down at fome dif- 
tance from the root of it, and to watch un- 
til I could obferve fome motion; and aftera 
confiderable {pace of time I was amply re- 
paid for my patience. I at length faw a head 
ftretched out, apparently with a view of dif- 
covering what was become of me; upon 
which taking aim, I difcharged my piece, 
and the animal inftantly fell. I expected 
that the noife of the report would have 
frightened the reft of the troop; but this 
was not the cafe; and though I kept my poft 


for 
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for half an hour longer, not one of them 
ftirred or appeared. Tired of this fatiguing 
employment, I fired feveral times into the 
tree at random, and had the pleafure of f{ee- 
ing two more fall; while a third, which was 
only wounded, fufpended itfelf by its tail 
from a fmall branch: another difcharge 
brought this one down alfo; and, being fatif- 
fied with my fpoil, I collected my four apes, 
arid fet out to return to my camp, When I 
had got to a certain diftance from the tree, I 
faw the whole troop, which, imagining that 
T was now too far from them ‘to do any exe= 
eution, defcended with precipitation, and 
haftened towards the thickeft part of the 
woods, fending forth loud cries. By fome 
ftragglers, which with difficulty followed 
the reft, halting either on one of the hind or 
fore feet, I concluded that feveral of them 
had been wounded by my fhot; but in this 
precipitate flight I did not obferve, as fome 
travellers have faid, that thofe unhurt aflifted 
the lame ones, by taking them up on their 
fhoulders, in order that their common re- 
treat might not be retarded: and I am of 
opinion that, in this refpect, when attacked, 
they are like the Hottentots, whofe atten- 
tion 
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tion is too much engaged with their own 
fafety to think of that of others. 

When I returned to my tent, I began to 
examine my capture. This f{pecies of ape is 
of a middle fize; its hair, which is pretty 
long, has generally a greenifh tint ; its belly, 
as I have already remarked, is white, and its 
face is altogether black. Its rump is cal- 
lous ; and this part, which is entirely defti-~ 
tute of hair, as well as the organs of genera- 
tion in the male, is of a fine blue colour. 
At the time when I was examining thefe ani- 
mals, Kees entered my tent, and I imagined 
that he was about to give vent to loud cries, 
when he perceived them, though they were 
of a different {pecies from him; but it ap- 
peared that he was not fo much afraid of 
them wheh dead as when alive : he confidered 
them one after the other, and turned them 
over fevera! times. in all directions, to ex- 
amine them in the fame manner as he had 
feen me. He was not, I believe, the jirft 
monkey who wifhed to fet up fer a naturalift; 
but he was ftrongly impelled by a fecret mo- 
tive much lefs generous than that of acquir- 
ing knowledge. By feeling the cheeks of the 
deceafed, he had difcovered fome treafures ; 


for 
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for I foon faw him venture to open their 
mouths, plunder their pouches* of the al- 
monds they had plucked from the tree 
called gee/-hout, and confign them to his 
own. ® 

My encampment in this place became 
highly interefting, and afforded me much. 
riches: befides this, it was very agreeable to 
my people, and fupplied plenty of provificns 
for my cattle. I remained’ in it, therefore, 
till the 28th, and left it with much regret. 
It was one of thofe which made me fenfible 
how eafy it would have been for me to for- 
get that there are other climates, other man- 
ners, and other pleafures. 

In the morning of the day following we 
decamped, and, after travelling three hours, 
we met a few favage Hottentots, who were 
driving fome fheep before them, and going 
to join their refpective hordes, from which 
they had feparated; but for what purpofe I 
did not learn. As I wanted provifions, I 


* Naturalifts remark that apes have, between their 
cheeks and the inferior jaw-bones, a kind of bags or 
pouches, which ferve them as magazines, in which they 
occafionally preferve fuch fruits as they have not time, or 
are not difpofed to eat, till they are hungry. 
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purchafed a couple of thefe animals from 
them, for which I paid them liberally, and 
we continued our journey together for above 
an hour; after which, their deftination being 
different from ours, they left us to revifit 
their kraals that were a few leagues diftant. 
Three hours after, we were ftopped by the 
river Klein-Vis, which, from the time that 
we crofled it, now appeared to us for the 
third time. ‘The wheels of one of my car- 
riages began here to give way; the fpokes 
were fo loofe in the naves, that the leat 
jolt made us tremble; a longer delay would 
only have increafed the evil, and on this ac- 
count I refolved to remain encamped fome 
days in this place to repair it. In this place 
two days after, according to the new flile of 
my calendar, we fpent the firft day of the 
_ mew year 1782. 

_ The Hottentots, who have no comprehen- 
fion of the folar year, are entirely unacquaint- 
ed with the etiquette of the firft day that 
begins it; no compliments therefore were 
paid on our part, and confequently there 
were no falfehoods told, and no hypocritical 
- proteftations made. I only gave myfelf, as a 
new-year's gift, a new hat, which had never 

been 
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been cocked, and I made my people fhoot fer 
my old one. Klaas having been fo fortunate as 
to break the bottle to pieces, it would be im- 
poffible for me to defcribe his joy when he 
found that he had won the prize, and added 
to his wardrobe an article of fo much value, 
and a piece of drefs {till more magnificent 
than the pair of old breeches which I gave 
him when I made my folemn entry among 
the Gonaquas. : 

Next morning, while we were bufily em- 
ployed on our waggon and wheels, a general 
joy feemed to be diffufed over every counte- 
nance : and when J afked my people the caufe 
of this fudden emotion, they came up to me, 
and pointed to a dift.nt cloud, which feemed 
to be advancing towards us. In this pheno- 
menon I found nothing that could occafion 
fo much rejoicing; and I did not diftinguith, | 
till this pretended cloud had got nearer us, 
that it was compofed of millions of locufts. 
I had often heard mention made of thefe in- 
fects, which every year colle& themfelves into 
innumerable {warms, and quit the places that 
gave birth to them, in order to eftablifh them- 
felves fomewhere elfe ; but this was the firft 
time I ever faw them, They were indeed 


{o 
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fo numerous, that they darkened the air; they 
did not, however, rife very high above our 
heads, and they formed a column which 
might be about three thoufand feet in length, 
and, reckoning by my watch, three hours 


elapfed before they had pafled us. This 


{warm were fo clofe, that feveral of them, .. 


ftifled or hurt by being dafhed againft the 
reft, fell down like hail, while Kees, who 
colleCted them, feafted on them with much 
pleafure. 

They afforded an excellent treat alfo to 


my people, who extolled this manna fo much . 


that I yielded to the temptation, and wifhed 
to partake with them; but if it is true, as 
we are affured, that in Greece, and particu- 
-darly at Athens, the public markets were al- 
ways fupplied with this food, and that it was 
much fought after by the epicures of the 
time, I freely confefs, that I fhould have cut 
a very poor figure among thefe Acridophagi, 


unlefs Heaven, together with the tafte of the 


Greeks, had beftowed upon me a different 
conftitution. 


On the 3d of January we, at length, de- 
parted, and, leaving behind us that chain of 
mountains called Bruynties-Hoogte, we per- 


ceived 


See 
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ceived to the north thofe of Snew-berg, for 
which we had been fo Jong wifhing. Though 
the hotteft feafon was now arrived, we {till ob- 
ferved {now in the fiffures and ravines neareft 
the fummits of thefe awful mountains. 
Whilft I was amufing myfelf in looking at 
them with my {py-glafs, my Hottentots in- 
formed me that they faw a white man. This 
difcovery affected me in a very fenfible man- 
ner, for I had not feen any of that colour for 
feveral months. I found that this perfon had 
undertaken a very long journey, merely with 
a view to procure falt, at a lake fituated near 
the river Swart-Kops; and having joined him, 
we converfed together for fome time; but 
he could not refrain from fhedding tears 
when he related to me that in the com- 
mencement of the war. again{ft Caffraria, in 
which he refufed to aflift the reft of the 
planters, he had been attacked, with his wife, 
an only fon, and his Hottentots, by the Caf- 
fres, with whom he had always before kept 
up a friendly intercourfe ; that he and his 
family had quickly hid themfelyes in the 
bufhes; but that, when day arrived, the whole 
troop united, and he found his fon pierced 
through by a thoufand aflagays. “The me- 

lancholy 
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lancholy tale of this unfortunate father filled 
me with great grief; and though I did not 
attempt to allay his, the moft profound fi- 
lence exprefled, better than vain reafoning, 
what confolation he could expect from a 
feeling heart. He however confeffed, that 
the hatred of the Caffres was inveterate, but 
that it was very unlucky for the innocent 
that the effects of their vengeance did not 
always fall upon thofe alone who de- 
ferved it. 

To amufe him a little, I begged him to 
pafs the night with me, and I treated him in 
the beft mannerI could. I regaled him with 
-adifh of my niceft tea, and gave him fome 
excellent tobacco. The thread of our con- 
verfation having conducted us, I know not 
how, to the fubject of horfes, he told me 
that one of his friends, who lived near the 
Swart Kops, had fhewn him one which he 
had found when out on a hunting excurfion, 
and that, not being able to difcover to whom 
he belonged, he had kept him. This cir- 
ccumftance reminded me of the one I had left 
on the banks of the river Krom, at the end 
of the Ange-Kloof, feven or eight months 
before; and, after the account which I gave, 

Vor. II. ¥ he 
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he was fo firmly perfuaded that this was my 
horfe, that he immediately offered to let me 
pick out two of his beft oxen, if I would con- 
fign my right over to him, and give him a 
letter to his friend that he might fend for 
him. My horfe undoubtedly was worth 
much more than he offered; but, confidering 
on the one hand the difficulties and the de- 
Jay that would be occafioned by undertaking 
fo long a journey, and on the other the fer- 
vice that I might immediately receive from 
the two oxen which he offered me, and be- 
ing defirous befides to fhew him fome mark 
of my efteem and friendthip, I did not hefi- | 
tate to accept his propofal, and I gave him 
a note to receive my horfe. : 

I ftill continued my journey towards the 
Snew-Berg, which we continually kept in 
view, and at the bottom of which I dattered 
myfelf I thould arrive the next day; but 
about eleven the exceflive heat obliged us to 
halt on the banks of the Bly river, where we 
paffed the night. ‘This torrent was of little 
fervice to us, asthe drought had dried it al- 
moft entirely up, fo that we had nothing’ elfe 
to quench the thirft which tormented us but 
fome bad-tafted ftagnant water, that we 

found 
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found in fome of the deepeft parts of its bed. 
At the break of day we haftened to quit this 
difagreeable place, and, after a march of three 
hours and a half, we fell in with another river, 
_ named Birds river, where I remarked, among 
other fingularities, that the more we ap- 
proached the {now mountains the more in- 
tenfe the heat became. The piles of rocks 
which compofed their lofty peaks, heated no 
doubt by the fcorching fun, reflected his rays 
and concentred them in the neighbouring 
valleys. As the whole caravan were much 
Incommoded on this account, it was not 
poffible for us to proceed any farther. 

In the fhort {pace which we had traverfed 
between the one river and the other, we met 
only one flock of {pring-boc antelopes; but I 
may fay that it filled the whole plain. It 
Was an emigration of which we faw neither 
the beginning nor the end. This was precifely 
the feafon when thefe animals quit the dry 
rocky regions of the extremity of Africa to 
repair towards the north, either to Caffraria, 
or fome other woody country abeunding with 
water. To attempt to number them, or to 
fay that they amounted to twenty, thirty, or 
even fifty thoufand, I fhould be very far 

ae from 
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from the truth; to believe what I here affert 
one muft have feen their paflage. We marched 
in the midft of them, yet they feemed not to 
be in the leaft deranged; and they were fo 
tame that I killed three of them without 
quitting my carriage: it would have been 
very eafy for us, had there been occafion for 
it, to procure as many as would have fup- 
plied provifions for a long time to 'innume- 
table armies. In fhort, the retreat of thefe 
antelopes foretold, with more certainty than 
the Liege Almanack, that approaching drought 
which we had every reafon to expect. 
Having refumed our journey on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, in going up the Birds river, 
which has its fource in the fnow mountains, 
an accident, that might have been attended 
with very ferious confequences, {topped us 
for fome time. The clothes of the perfon | 
who drove one of my carriages having caught 
hold of fome prickles of the mimofa, which 
he did not obferve, while he was endeavour- 
ing to place himfelf in his feat he fell down, 
and as the waggon advanced the wheel 
went over his leg. I inftantly ran up to him, 
and I was exceedingly happy to find, after a 
minute examination, that there was no frac- 
ture. 
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ture. I applied fomentations to the wound 
myfelf, afterwards*wrapped it up with feveral 
bandages foaked in brandy, and, left my 
patient fhould regret the ufe to which [ ap- 
plied it, I made him {wallow a large bum- 
per of it. For feveral days he rode in one 
of my carriages; and this accident was at- 
tended with no other effects. 

The {now mountains appeared to me like 
the land of -promife, for I found it very » 
- difficult to reach them, as one obftacle con- 

ftantly fuccecded another. On the 7th, when 
Iwas about to depart, perceiving, when I 
numbered my cattle, that three of them were 
miffing, my people difperfed themfelves on 
all fides to fearch for them, and were fortu- 
mate enough to fucceed; but this operation 
required fo much time, that we could not 
_ yoke them till feven in the evening. The 
days had now attained to their greatedft 
length, but the coolnefs of the nights was 
extremely agreeable; and, as I conjectured 
that we were no more than four or five 
leagues from Platte river, I intended, when 
we arrived there, not to advance any farther. 

Scarcely had we travelled two or three 
leagues, when one of my Hottentots in the 
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_ rear-guard came galloping towards me full 
f{peed, followed by all the relays, which ar- 
rived in the greateft diforder. The terror 
being communicated to the twelve oxen of 
my Pampoen-kraal waggon, which at that 
time having no Hottentots to keep them back 
and manage the two firft, as is generally the. 
cafe, took fright and ftarted on one fide, by 
which accident the pole was broken, and 
dragging the carriage after them, they rufhed 
into the thickeft part of the bufhes. Our 
confufion now became every moment more 
general, and by the bellowing of the oxen 
there feemed to be no doubt that we were 
purfued by lions. We therefore ran to our 
arms; and whilft fome attempted to ftop the ~ 
oxen of the other two carriages, which had 
fuffered themfelves to be hurried away like © 
thofe of the third, and while others were 
employed in gathering and collecting every 
thing they could lay their hands on in order 
to kindle fires, I fet out, accompanied by 
my moft expert huntfmen, and went back 
the fame way we had come, to oppofe thefe 
cruel animals, and give the reft time to make 
every neceflary preparation. ‘The night was 


not very dark; we were upon a fandy plain, 
which — 
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which enabled us to perceive objects at a cer- 
tain diftance ; and when-I faw my dogs ap- 
proach us, and keep clofe to us in a body, I 
was fully convinced that there were lions 
near us. Having fuddenly obferved two of 
thefe animals, which feemed to be waiting 
for us on a fmall eminence, we difcharged all 
our pieces together; but this produced no 
other effect than to make them difappear. 
We however {till advanced in the hopes of 
killing at leaft one of them, and, by way of 
precaution, we continued to difcharge our 
fufees, but we faw nothing more of them. 
As it was of no avail to perfift in purfuing 
them farther, for they had by this time got 
to aconfiderable diftance, and as our fires 
were well kindled, we approached them, while 
our fcattered oxen did the fame. They arrived 
at the {pot one after the other, and ina little 
time we had recovered them ail, except thofe 
belonging to the Pampoen-kraal waggon, 
which we heard bellowing at a certain dif- 
tance. ‘Though they were not far from us, 
none of my people fhewed any inclination to ; 
go to their relief; but having at length pre- 
vailed upon a few of them to follow me, 
each of us took a flaming torch in the one 
gee oe) hand, 
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hand, anda fufee in the other, and, protected 
by my dogs which preceded us, we went in 
queft of them, and foon reached the place 
where they were, When we arrived, I found 
that the piece of the pole which the oxen 
had carried with them being caught between 
two trees had {topped them: they wereall in 
a clufter, and fo embarrafied in the traces, 
that there were no other means of extricating 
them but by cutting them to pieces. ‘Three 
of the oxen were mifling; they had broken 
their yokes, and we imagined that they were 
devoured ; but when we returned to our fires, 
{ learned that they had juft made their ap- 
pearance. . 

Were thefe animals taught by an inftin& 
merely mechanical that near fires they had 
nothing to dread from their enemies? Had 
cuftom infpired them with this reflection, 
that for more than the {pace of a year, {pent 
in travelling along with me, voracious ani- 
mals, which at firft cavfed fo much uneafi- 
nefs to them, dared neither to attack them 
nor come near them? Or did they conceive 
fo high an idea of man, as to fee in hima 
powerful protector, and an irrefiftible de- 


sender? This fubject I fhall not attempt to 
explain ; 
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explain; but I know that Nature, which be- 
ftows on all animals whatever a fufficient 
fhare of intelligence to provide for their own 
fafety, feemed here to have doubled it; and 
upon this point I have on more than one oc- 
cafion made remarks, which have always filled 
me with aftonifhment and admiration. ‘The 
morals to be drawn from natural hiftory ex- 
tend farther than may be imagined. The 
eye of metaphyfics penetrates every day far- 
ther and farther; and blind curiofity, which 
alone formed collections formerly, gives 
place at prefent to nobler and more vaiuable 
motives. No objects now are too {mail for 
the attention of the philofopher; the genius 
of difcovery knows to give importance to 
every thing; and even infects, confidered 
twenty years ago as minute and mean objects, 
occupy aconfpicuous place in the fcale of 
beings*.. 

At break of day I returned to the place 
where I had fired the preceding evening, and 


* A complete treatife of Ontology will foon appear, 
worthy of the learned man who firft laid the foundations of 
that grand work, and of the refpeGtable connoiffeur who 
protects and fupports by his fortune fo noble an under- 
taking. 


3 I ob- 
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I obferved the traces of a lion and thofe of a 
lionefs, which, though equally ftrong, are al- 
ways lefs. Having followed thefe traces for 
fome time, they conducted me, by a fmall 
winding, near to my people, which proved 
to me that thefe animals had advanced clofe 
to us. We thought it very fortunate that 
we had kept watch till the appearance of 
day; and this circumftance was an ufeful hint 
to me never to travel during the night in 
countries with which I was fo little ac- 
quainted, and which, as I afterwards learned, 
are the moft dangerous to be pafled of all 
Africa. 

I had under my carriages fome fpare poles 
cut down in the forefts of Auteniqua; but 
as there was no water in the place where we 
had ftopped, and as we had no time to lofe 
in procuring any, I ordered the traces to re- 
ceive a temporary repair: we {fpliced there- 
fore the broken pole, in the beft manner we 
could, with two pieces of wood, and purfued 
our journey; but what was our difappoint- 
ment when we arrived at the Platte river to 
find it dry! We went up its banks for three 
quarters of an hour, always tormented with 
thirft, which ftillincreafed, and out of breath; 

6 but 
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but we at length had the good fortune to 
arrive at fome bogs, containing a little mud- 
dy water which the fun had not yet ex- 
haled. : 

Here we no longer beheld the magnificent 
country of Caffraria; and we had entirely 
loft fight of thofe rich paftures, and thofe 
majeftic forefts, over. which our eyes had 
wandered with fo much delight. Rocks 
piled on each other and parched fands every 
day fucceeded thofe beautiful views, under 
forms always more hideous. We found our- 
felves every where hemmed in by moun- 
tains, the fides of which were inclined ina 
moft fantaftical manner, while their peaked 
fummits, fufpended over our heads, filled 
the mind with that profound terror, which 
is the confequence of difcouragement, and 
which awakens the moft difmal remembrance, — 
Thofe of Snew-Berg, at the bottom of which 
we now were, rofe very far above the reft; 
and winter, feated on their fummits, feemed 
to difpute with the fun the fovereignty of 
thefe difmal regions. 

As it was my intention to climb and tra- 
verfe a part of this famous cordillera, though 
I knew that the Bofhmen had, Iike the lions, 

efiablifhed 
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eftablifhed their haunts in it, and as I was 
defirous of fecuring myfelf from any furprife 
by either, I fixed my camp in an open 
fpot, and fortified it in the beft manner I 
could. 

Having feen the traces of a rhinoceros, my 
ancient ardour for hunting was again revived, 
and I promifed a handfome reward to the 
firft of my people who fhould procure me 
one of thefe monftrous animals; but neither 
of us were fo fortunate, for we faw no far- 
ther appearance of them. I however unex- 
pectedly fell in with a {mall flock of eight 
elks, none of which fpecies I had ever killed, 
and purfuing them brifkly, I fhot one dead 
on the fpot. Dodtor Sparmann has given a 
very accurate defcription of this animal, which 
the favages name kana. It 1s entirely different 
from the elk defcribed by Buffon, and is 
only the largeft {pecies of the antelopes of 
the Cape. 

_When I returned to my camp, I found that 
all my hunters, who had difperfed themfelves 
every where throughout the neighbourhood 
with a view of gaining the prize, were arrived _ 
very much difcontented and fatigued. One 
of them having informed me that he had 

met 
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met with a horde of favage Hottentots, whofe 
kraal was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountains, I refolved to pay them a vifit; but 
{carried with me only three of my beft mark{- 
men and the perfon who had given me this 
intelligence. Next morning, at the break of 
day, we had fcarcely advanced half way when 
we met five of thefe people, who of their 
own accord were coming towards my camp 
to fee me. They however turned back, and 
conduéted me to their habitation, where their 
children, as foon as they efpied me, ran dif- 
ferent ways to conceal themfelves, fending 
forth horrible cries. This general confter- 
nation appeared to me very unnatural, and 
difconcerted all my ideas; for, when I firft 
entered the horde of Haabas and that of feve- 
ral others, the women and the children had 
indeed retired, but by their behaviour they 
fhewed neither fear nor apprehenfion. Being 
very defirous to difcover the caufe of this 
terror, I was informed that thefe people had 
been eftablifhed only a fhort while in the 
place where I faw them; that in!Camdebo, 
their own country, they had experienced a 
thoufand perfecutions from the planters ; 

that, 
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that, animated with the moft inveterate and 
fanguinary hatred againft the whites, they 
endeavoured to infpire their children with 
the fame deteftation of them, in order that 
it might increafe with their years ; and that 
they were not forry to have heard them re- 
peat, in this rencontre, the catechif{m. of 
vellgeance. 

With regard to the men, they fmiled on 
‘my approach, and feemed not at all aftonith- 
ed to fee me; for they had been informed 
the preceding evening that I intended to pay 
them a vifit. Their horde amounted only 
to about an hundred, or an hundred and 
twenty people; and their flocks, which I 
met in going towards them, and which con- 
fifted of an hundred horned cattle, and per- 
haps twice that number of fheep, plainly 
fhewed that they were far from being 
wealthy : but I was more fully convinced 
that this was the cafe when I {aw thefe poor 
wretches employed in drying locufts upon 
hard mats, and cutting off their legs and their 
wings. As. their colleGtion of this provifion 
was in the higheft ftate of fermentation, ] 
was obliged to take the windward fide of 
them, 
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them, in order to avoid the infectious ex- 
halations which every now and then pro- 
ceeded from it. 

Not quite fix months before thefe poor 
Hottentots had taken fhelter in this place, to 
avoid the cruelties committed by the plant- 
ers; but, without knowing it, they had 
expofed themfelves to atrocities of another 
kind. Befides the dangerous Bofhmen, who 
might every moment difcover them, they 
had to defend themfelves alfo againit ferocious 
animals, and particularly wild dogs, which 
occafioned great ravage among their flocks. 
Fiaving given them fome advice refpeting 
their fafety, and made them a few prefents, 
I offered to purchafe fome fheep from them, 
which they promifed to bring next morning. 
As I was preparing to take leave of them, I 
was obliged to enter one of their huts, to 
fhelter myfelf from a dreadful ftorm which 
fuddenly. came upon us, and which con- 
tinued full three hours, during which I was 
almoft inundated. The whole kraal was in 
danger of being fwept entirely away ; many 
of the huts were violently fhaken ; the tor- 
rents hurried before them fand and earth, 
which they wafhed down in their courfe, 


and 
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and trees torn up by the roots; but as the 
place which I occupied was better fecured, I 
beheld with pleafure, though up to the knees 
in water, the cafcades and cataracts that fell 
with a horrid noife from the fummits of the 
mountains, and which, dafhing againft each 
other in their fall, reached the plains in a 
thoufand ftreams; and covered them with 
vapour and foam. ‘The banks of the Platte 
river, which was only a few paces from 
me, having in a moment difappeared, I gave 
the firft body of water time to fubfide; but 
being under great uneafinefs concerning my 
camp, I took advantage of the earlieft inter~ 
val which the rain gave us, and fet out to 
return. Whilft I was confined in this hut, 
I fuffered much from a bag of locufts, which, 
though already dry, emitted a moft foetid 
and difgufting fmell. The rain continued 
with great fury during the whole night, and 
the day following the inundation increafed 
fo much, that thefe Hottentots were not able 
to vifit my camp as they had promifed. 

We now entertained little dread of being 
in want of water;.but we made no ufe of that 
of the river, becaufe it was both brackifh 
and muddy: we preferred having recourfe 

to 
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to the ponds, which being undifturbed, the 
fand and the mud had fubfided at leifure. 

The next day, as the weather was much 
calmer, about twenty men and a few women 
brought me four fheep, and an old cow which 
was only fit. for the knife. Thefe people 
did not feem to be remarkably fond of my 
glafs beads: their women, indeed, were — 
loaded with them. They fhewed much more 
avidity for tobacco; and as I could procure a 
fupply of this part of my provifion with the 
greateft eafe when I entered the colonies, I - 
was not {paring of it. My liberality on this 
occafion won their hearts, and they brought 
me eleven fheep more, for which I paid 
them very generoufly. 

Knowing that I was about to traverfe 
' a very dry and barren country, I preferved 
thefe different acquifitions as a valuable re- 
{ource in cafe of neceflity. 

One day, while I had a great. many of 
thefe ftrangers with me, one of the keepers 
of my flocks came to inform me, that feveral 
‘of the Bothmen, coming down from the 
mountains, had approached him and his com- 
panions, but that they had kept them in 
awe by a few difcharges of their fufees. 

Vou. It, Li Upon 
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Upon this intelligence, Klaas and I got on 
horfeback, and, followed by four other chaf- 
feurs, fet out to purfue them. We indeed 
foon difcovered thirteen of thefe plunderers ; 
but the rapidity of our courfe, and our de- 
termined and refolute appearance, foon put 
them to flight. We however galloped to- 
wards them full fpeed, and made fome of 
our balls whiz around their ears; but we 
could not get near enough to take proper 
aim at them. I confidered it as fufficient 
for me, and it tended not a little to my 
fafety, that we had ftruck them with fome 
terror. We faw them all enter the moun- 
tains by different paths, and they foon dif- 
appeared entirely. I greatly admired the. 
agility with which they climbed the fleepetft 
rocks with the nimblenefs of monkeys; but 
I did not choofe to follow them farther; for 
it would have been highly imprudent to at- 
tempt to attack them in their ftrong holds, 
and their impenetrable receffes. 
Thefe people would not affuredly have 
miffed us. They were all perfeétly naked 
and I judged, by the traces of their feet, 
that they wore fandals. This flight alarm 
was of the greateft utility : it ferved to ren- 
der 
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der us more fufpicious; and on this account 
I doubled our guards, and Swanepoel and I 
went the rounds alternately; while my 
faithful Klaas, at the head of a fmall de- 
tachment, vifited the valley and its en- 

-virons. From time to time they fired their 
fufees, which fignals my herdfmen were 
obliged to anfwer; and by thefe means I 
was aflured that they had not fallen afleep, 
and that they = uaa their duty with fi- 
delity. 

This precaution, which I obferved for the 

‘fake of good order, and that I might have 
nothing to reproach myfelf with in our pre- 
fent circumftances, was of very little utility 
in other refpeé&ts. A Hottentot dreads a 
Bofhman much more than a lion: this falu- 
tary fear kept all mine on the watch, and 
even in the moft open places, which expofed 
them to excruciating torment from thirft; 
for the heat had now become almoft infup- 
portable. I myfelf was expofed to the fame 
inconvenience as much as they, but this did 

not make me abandon my hunting excur- 
| fions. It was a matter of indifference to me 
whether I walked or ftood ftill: my tent 
| was {0 intolerably hot that I could not re- 
fa 2 " main 
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main in it; but, upon fuch occafions, my 
beard well foaked afforded me confiderable 
relief: I derived fome advantage alfo from 
the form of my hat, which I moiftened in 
the like manner. In thefe critical moments, 
when opprefled by an unquenchable thirft, 
having remarked that the quantity of water 
I drank ferved only to inflame me the more, 
I refolved to drink in future like the dogs, 
that is to fay, to lap. This ftrange method 
gave me wonderful eafe, for a very little 
water was then fufficient to allay my thirft, 
and I no longer feared to be incommoded 
by dtu (| 
As long as we remained on the banks of 
the Platte river we were not much difturbed 
by lions. Our artillery,-which thundered 
on every fide during the day, kept them at a 
diftance, though we heard them roaring 
every night; but, except once, they never 
ventured fo near us as to occafion any alarm, 
_ The panthers alfo, at the rifing and fetting 
of the fun, gave us figns of their being on 
the banks of the river; but they kept at a 
re{pectable diftance. In the middle of the 
night they advanced much nearer to us, but 
we were conftantly warned of their approach | 
q by 
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by our dogs, and the next morning we could 
judge by their traces how far they had ex- 
pofed themfelves. Neceflity alone renders 
all thefe fpecies of carnivorous animals bold, 
for they naturally dread the fight of man; 
and I am of opinion, that the dangers to be 
apprehended from their being in the neigh- 
bourhood have been too much exaggerated. 
The only two kinds of antelopes found here 
are not fufficient to fatisfy their voracity ; 
they choofe rather to follow thofe numerous 
hordes who travel from one canton to ano- 
ther ; and they have then an opportunity of 
feleGting fuch food as may be moft agreeable 
to them, and of making a dreadful flaughter 
among their flocks. 

My neighbours feeing me determined to 
afcend the {now mountains, advifed me to 
be upon my guard, and not to remain long 
_ in them, as the Bofhmen were at this time | 
in great force. I had no intention of carry- 
ing my whole caravan thither, for this fool- 
ifh project would not have been practicable; 
but as I was defirous of examining a few of 
their fummits, and of traverfing them only 
in the day-time with my chaffeurs, I ad- 
vanced as near to the bottom of them as I 

“3 3 poflibly 
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poffibly could, and eftablifhed my camp at | 
the diftance of three hundred paces from the 
favage horde. I expedted to find on the 
fummit, as I had been told, a confiderable 
volcano, that emitted {moke and flames; but 
I faw nothing that had any refemblance to 
fuch a phenomenon, By the affiftance of 
my {py-glafs, I difcovered an immenfe ex- 
tent of country ftretched out towards the 
north, and bounded only by the horizon ; 
and on the moft elevated peaks and the plain 
fpaces: pyramids of flints and fand, exactly 
like thofe found upon downs, I endeavour. 
ed, but in vain, to difcover fome fhells; I 
obferved no fragments or remains that had 
the leaft affinity to any marine production. 
My principal attention was directed to birds ; 
and I had the good fortune to difcover and 
kill fome very uncommon, particularly a 
very beautiful {pecies of widow bird *, that 
concealed itfelf in the long grafs with which 
thefe high mountains were almoft every 
where covered. 


* The Emberiza Paradifea of Linneus; the Pafer 
Indicus of Ray, Willoughby, and Johnfton ; and the Jong. 
 dailed red throat of Edwards. T. 
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In all my excurfions, which always ended 
at fun-fet, I never faw any of the Bofhmen 
but once. They were only three in num- 
ber, and were traverfing the back part of a 
mountain oppofite to that on which I was; 
but they did not think proper to attack us, 
We indeed carried nothing with us that 
could tempt them; and thefe three vaga~ 
bonds had perhaps been among thofe to 
whom I had fo recently given chace, and in 
all probability remembered the terror into 
which I had thrown them. Thefe infamous 
wretches do not form, as has been falfely 
fuppofed, a particular nation; nor are they 
a people who have had their origin in thofe 
places where they are now found. Bofhmen 
is a name compofed of two Dutch words, 
which fignify bu/b-men, or men of the woods : 
and it is under this appellation that the in- 
habitants of the Cape, and all the Dutch in 
general, whether in Africa or America, dif- 
tinguifh thofe malefactors or affaffins who 
defert from the colonies in order to efcape 
~punifhment. In a word, they are what in 
the French Weft-India iflands are called Mar- 
roon Negroes. Thefe Bofhmen, therefore, far 
from being a diftiné {pecies, as has been even 
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lately aflerted, are only a promifcuous aflem< 
blage of mulattoes, negroes, and meftizos, 
of every {pecies, and fometimes of Hotten- 
tots and Bafters; who all differing in colour, 
refemble each other in nothing but in vil- 
Jany. They are real land pirates, who live 
under a chief, without-laws and without dif- 
cipline; abandoned to the utmoft mifery and 
defpair; bafe deferters, who have no other 
refources to procure them a fubfiftence but 
plundering and crimes. They retire to the 
fteepeft rocks, and the moft inacceffible ca- 
verns, and there they pafs their liyes. From 
thefe elevated places they command an ex- 
tenfive profpec over the furrounding plains, 
lie in wait for the unwary traveller and the 
{cattered flocks, pour dawn upon them with 
the velocity of an arrow, and fuddenly fall- 
ing upon the inhabitants and their cattle, 
flaughter them without diftinétion. Loaded 
with booty, and whatever they can carry 
with them, they then repair to their gloomy 
caves, which they neyer quit, till, like the 
lions, hunger again impels them to frefh 
mafiacres. But as treachery always marches 
with a trembling ftep, and as the prefence 
ef one refolute perfon is fufficient to overawe 
whole 
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whole troops of thefe banditti, they carefully 
fhun thofe plantations where they are cer- 
tain that the owners themfelves refide, Ar- 
tifice and cunning, the ufual refources of 
timid fouls, are the only means which they 
employ, and the only guides that accompany 
them in their expeditions. In places where 
the prints of their feet, too ftrongly imprefi= 
ed, might alarm the inhabitants, and roufe 
them to purfuit, they difguife them, by a 
wonderful addrefs, to which our plunderers 
in Europe, more impetuous or lefs patient, 
never think of having recourfe: they al- 
ways march backwards if they are not fhod; 
but if they wear fandals, they tie them to 
the foot in fuch a manner that the heel cor- 
refponds with the toes. When they carry 
off a confiderable flock of living animals, 
they diftribute them, under the care of feveral 
of their gang, into fmall bodies, making 
them purfue different routes; and by thefe 
means, if they are chafed, they always fecure 
the greater part of their plunder. 

Another nation, entirely different from 
that of the Hottentots, 1s confounded alfo 
under the name of Bofhmen. Though thefe 
people in their language ufe the fame clap 
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pings as the Hottentots, they have however 
a particular pronunciation and expreffions 
peculiar to themfelves. In fome cantons 
they are called Chineefe Hottentot, Chinefe 
Hottentots, becaufe their colour appreaches 
near to that of the Chinefe found at the 
Cape; and, like them, they are of a {mall 
{tature. On account of the affinity of their 
language, I confider thefe people, as well as 
the great and leffer Nimiquas, of whom I 
fhall have occafion foon to fpeak, as a pare 
ticular race of Hottentots ; and though the 
planters confound the former under the ge- 
neral denomination of Bofhmen, it is never- 
thelefs true that the favages of the defart,. 
who have nocommunication with the Dutch 
fettlements, know them only under the 
name of Hou/waana. 

This nation, whatever name may be given 
it, inhabited formerly the Camdebo, the 
Bocke-Veld, and the Rugge-Veld; but the 
ufurpations of the whites, whofe victims they 
have been lke the other favages, compelled 
them to take flight, and to feek fhelter in 
very remote places. At prefent they inhabit 
that vaft country comprehended between Caf- 
fraria and the great Nimiqua land; and of 

all 
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all thofe people, whom the avarice of the 
Europeans has treated with cruelty,.there are 
none who preferve a ftronger remembrance 
of the injuries they here fuftained, or who 
hold the name of the whites in greater detef- 
tation. They will never forget the perfidies 
of the planters, and the infamous return made 
to them for the fignal fervices which they 
have rendered upon more than a hundred oc~ 
cafions. Their refentment is fo violent, 
that they have always the dreadful word vene 
geance i their mouths, and an opportunity 
of giving vent to it happens always too late, 
though they are continually watching for it. 
_I propofe to give fome farther account of 
thefe Houfwaana when, paffing under the 
tropic, I come to vifit their hordes. 

One evening, after retirimg to my tent, 
having begun to confign to my journal the 
events of the day, while all my people feated 
around a fire were {moking their pipes, my 
curiofity was greatly roufed by loud peals of 
laughter, which ftruck my ears; and I over- 
heard one of my huntfmen relating to the 
reft a difcovery, which fo much the more 
excited their mirth, as it afforded them great 
matter of furprife, and as they took it for a 

tale 
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tale merely invented on purpofe by my Hot- 
tentot humorift. The latter, however, who 
endeavoured to perfuade them of the truth 
of it, told them, that as foon as I knew it I 
would not reft fatisfied until I fhould be con- 
vinced by my own eyes. Their immoderate 
laughter was then renewed with louder burfts 
than ever: they all fpoke at the fame time, 
and feemed very impatient that the ufual 
hour of my drinking tea was not yet arrived. 
Having called Klaas, I learned from him that 
Jan, one of my chaffeurs, affured him, that he 
had difcovered, after dinner, in the horde, a 
_Hottentot woman, who had that peculiar 
conformation which I always confidered 
as a fable, becaufe I had never feen it in 
any of the countries through which I paffed, 
notwithftandingall myenquiry andrefearches, 
though one of my people had before aflerted 
the fame fa@, and though my whole troop 
had fome knowledge of it by hearfay, and by 
a tradition pretty generally diffufed. He in- 
deed related to me, in the minuteft manner, 
and with all the energy, or rather ingenuity, 
of his language, what the moft unexpected 
accident had permitted him to examine at his 
leifure, and in the completeft manner. 


Being 
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Being very defirous of clearing up as foon 
as poflible this very interefting point of civil 
as well as of natural hiftory, which I had 
more than once found in different books of | 
travels and in romances, fuch as thofe of John 
Struys, I repaired next morning to the neigh- 
bouring horde, together with my Hottentot, 
who immediately diftinguifhed the woman 
whofe conformation had fo much aftonifhed 
him. When fhe was pointed out to me, I 
found her to be a married woman, who had 
feveral children, and who was already pretty 
far advanced in years. I made her feveral 
prefents, under various pretences, 1n order to 
prepoflefs her in my favour, and to gain her 
efteem ; and, in a word, to prevail upon her 
to permit me to fatisfy my curiofity. I had 
not to deal here with thofe impudent and dif- 
folute Hottentot women of the colonies, al- 
ways too much difpofed to gratify, and even 
to anticipate, the defires of the white men 
and their f{candalous fantafies. Here I had 
reafon to expect great difficulties, for I knew 
that favage women almoft always refufe that 
to curiofity which they grant to love—a deli« 
cate diftin@tion, which people would not ex- 
pect to find in a defart, when they carry thi- 

ther 
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ther with them their prejudices, and all the 
bias of pride. , 

Ye worthy and provident mothers, who 
may chance to read this work, you will 
never be induced to believe that the chafte _ 
children, whom you educate with the hopes — 
of feeing them attain to your virtues, would 
be as fafe from corruption and the perni 
cious effects of bad example amidft the fa- 
vages of Africa, as in the bofom of thofe 
profound and filent retreats where wifdom, 
as we are told, watches over innocence, and 
removes from it whatever might tend to cof- 
rupt it, or give offence to its fight; accufe 
not Nature; and do not boaft too much of 
your precepts and grand inftitutions; you 
owe them entirely to a contempt of her 
laws. | | 

To the honour of thefe people I mutt here 
affert, and I ought to take every opportunity 
of doing fo, that all my ftratagems, and all 
my entreaties to obtain what I defired would 
have proved fruitlefs, had it not been for 
the affiftance of one of my people, and af- 
furances, twenty times repeated, to perfuade 
this woman that I was a curious ftranger, of 
a race very diftin@t, and who lived very re- 
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mote from hers; that Gonaqua, Caffre, and 
other Hottentot women, had readily con- 
fented to grant me the fame indulgence ; 
and, in fhort, that I would detain her no 
longer than a moment in that humiliating 
pofture: fome of the men alfo of the horde 
fupported my arguments, and pleaded in my 
favour. Confufed, abafhed, and trembling, 
fhe covered her face with both her hands, 
fuffered her apron to be untied, and permite 
ted me to contemplate at leifure what my 
readers will fee themfelves in the exact ree 
prefentation which I drew of it, and which 
forms the feventh plate of this volume. 

_ To deftroy an opinion, generally received, 
that nature has exclufively beftowed on the 
Hottentot women a natural apron, which 
ferves to conceal the marks of their fex, a 
modern author afferts, that this fingularity is 
nothing elfe but a prolongation of the nym-+ — 
phe; and this idea has, very improperly, 
been adopted by many. He reprefents this 
apron almoft as an infirmity, occafioned ei- 
ther by old age, the heat of the climate, an 
inactive life, or the ufe of greafy undtions, &c. 
I fhould never have done, were I to mention 
all the objections that naturally arife to de- 

ftroy 
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ftroy this opinion; but I cannot omit one_ 
which muft inftantly occur to the mind, and 
which the reader no doubt has made as well 
-asI. Since the heat of the climate, an in- 
active life, and the ufe of greafe, influence 
almoft in the fame degree all thofe people 
who inhabit the fouthern extremity of Afri- 
ca, why fhould a few particular hordes only 
be fubje@ to this infirmity? It is well 
known at the Cape, and in the colonies, that 
nothing of the kind happens among the Hot- 
tentot women, whatever may be their con- 
duct, however they may live, and to what- 
ever dangers they may be expofed. But let 
us not rack our imaginations with this fin- 
gularity, which, as it is uncommon, has no- | 
thing extraordinary in it; and let us not 
feek to explain, as a phenomenon, what is 
only the effect of fafhion and caprice. Yes, 
reader, this celebrated apron is only a fafhion, 
an affair of tafte, I will not fay depraved, 
for figns of modefty can never conftitute 
the eflence of it; but original, extrava- 
gant, perhaps abfurd, and fuch, that the 
fight of it only is fufficient to banifh from 
the mind of the moft diffipated libertine 
every idea of amorous enjoyment, and de- 

| | ceiving, 
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ceiving, in a new and too plain manner, the 
refinement of his wants, to make the moft 
unbridled paflion give place to laughter that 
could fcarcely be fupprefled. I with to be de- 
cent, but I muft at the fame time pay proper 
regard to truth. I cannot think of omitting 
in my work: thefe circumftances of my 
travels; and fince my female Hottentot con- 
fented to improve my knowledge at the ex- 
pence of her modefty, too much referve on 
my part might be accounted childifh bath- 
fulnefs: fcrupulous nicety 1s improper on 
a fubjec&t to which nature has attached no 
fhame. | 

This natural apron is indeed nothing elfe, 
as the above author has faid, than a prolon- 
gation of the nymphe, or the large lips of 
the private parts of a woman. They may 
hang down about nine inches, more or lefs, 
according to the age of the perfon, or the 
affiduous care which is beftowed on this fin- | 
gular decoration. I faw a young girl of fif- 
‘teen, in whom thefe parts were already four 
inches in length. Until they attain.to that. 
fize, they are made to diftend by friGtion, and 
by ftretching them ; but the remaining part 
of the procefs is performed by weights fuf- 
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pended from them. I have already faid that 
this cuftom proceeds from a peculiar tafte, a 
very uncomman caprice of fafhion, and a 
refinement of coquetry. In the horde, in 
which I then was, only four women, and the 
young girl already mentioned, were in this 
ridiculous fituation. Whoever has read Dio- 
nis will readily comprehend how eafily this 
operation may be performed ; as for my part, 
I fee nothing wonderful in it but the whim- 
ficalnefs of the invention. Formerly, per- 
haps, whole hordes of favages, diftinguifhed 
by this particularity, were to be met with 
even in thofe parts which at prefent belong 
to the colonies, and this in all probability 
has given birth to thofe errors which have 
been propagated on this fubject; but the 
difperfion of a people foon deftroys their an- 
cient ufages. This one is practifed only i in 
certain parts remote from one another, and 
by a few individuals attached by tradition to 
ancient manners, and who confider it as a 
merit ftill to obferve them with the moft 
{crupulous minutenefs. 

When I had fimifhed my obfervations, and 
traverfed, as far as the precautions neceflary 
to be taken would permit, different chains 

and 
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and the moft beautiful fpots of the fnow 
mountains, I began to think of quitting 
this difmal country altogether. My people 
{irongly folicited me to condu& them to 
Carouw, and to make hatte to crofs it before 
the exceflive heat had entirely dried up the 
{mall quantity of ftagnant water that we 
might poflibly find in it, and left we fhould 
not meet with paftures fufficient for our 
oxen, which for a long time had fuffered 
greatly from the intenfenefs of the feafon. 
Being therefore as much preffed by the cir- 
cumf{tances of the moment as defirous of re= 
| turning to the Cape, and no longer finding 
in my excurfions the fame charms and the 
fame amufements as before, either that fa- 
tigue had cooled my ardour, or that other pro- 
jects, and powerful remembrance, had refumed 
over my imagination that empire which a 
view of the greateft novelties had deftroyed, I 
fet out on the 2d of February, and dire@ed 
my courfe towards the fouth-weft. A part of 
the horde accompanied us three leagues, to 
affift us in croffing the river Fubers, which 
they concluded to be greatly {welled by the 
exceflive rains. When we reached it we be- 
gan to think of conftru@ing rafts; but our 

Aae conductors, 
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conductors, who knew of a commodious ford 
a quarter of a league lower, faved us this 
ufelefs labour, which would have confumed 
much time. Having accompanied them to 
reconnoitre the ford which they mentioned, 
I judged, after trying the depth of it with 
my horfe, that, by only elevating eight or 
ten inches, but with precaution, the boxes 
and lading of my three carriages by means 
ef branches and brufh-wood, we might be 
able to pafs without fuftaining any damage ; 
we accordingly accomplifhed this bufinefs 
with equal dexterity and fuccefs. Our com- 
panions, indeed, were of great fervice to us 
upon this occafion; they croffed the river, 
and fpent the night with us, in order to affift 
us next morning to load our carriages again, 
and to arrange our effects. I rewarded them 
generoufly for what they had done, and we 
then took leave of each other. 

In the canton into which I was now en- 
tering, I found a prodigious number of thofe 
green and golden cuckoos, of which I have 
already fpoken, and feveral new fpecies that I 
added to my collection. The fame day I 
fell in with another river, the name of which 
I did not know ; but I gave it that of my re- 

fp ect 
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f{pedtable friend Mr. Boers. The dry plains 
of Carouw begin in this place; and I obferved 
that this ungrateful foil, or rather thefe fands, 
as far as the eye could reach, were covered 
with coarfe plants and weeds: on another fide 
rocks no lefs barren exhibited every where 
to the faddened eye the picture of defola- 
tion and death. We faw only {mall tufts of 
grafs, which feemed to fpring up with relu- 
ance, for the prefervation of our flocks. 

On the 4th a march of five hours conducted 
us to the river Voogel, which difcharges itfelf 
into that of Sondag, which we had crofled not 
long before near its mouth, and which we 
were foon to have a view of again not far 
from its fource. Our fufferings increafed 
every day with the heat, and travelling be- 
came very laborious to us. I however ftill 
amufed myfelf in my leifure hours with hunt- 
ing; and I killed, in the courfe of my jour- 
ney, another French field-duck of a new 
fpecies. The following day we reached the: 
river Sondag at a very early hour. The afpe& 
of this fpot, much lefs difmal, ferved at leaft to 
revive my hopes: fuperb avenues of mimofas, 
watered by the river, prefented every where 
around us magnificent views; and as they 
Aa 3 were 
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were in full bloffom, they perfumed the fur- 
rounding air with their fweet and delicious | 
odour. JBirds of a thoufand fpecies, and moft 
beautiful infects, detained me here till the 8th ; 
when having obferved that, notwithftanding 
the large fupply of pins which I had carried 
with me from the Cape, they began to run 
fhort, it came into my head to replace them 
by the {mall prickles of the mimofa, which 
anfwered the fame purpofe. 

Leaving the Sondag behind me, I met fix- 
teen Hottentots with their arms and baggage ~ 
on the banks of the Swart-Rivier, or Black 
River. They had left Camdebo, to join, at the 
bottom of the fnow mountains, the horde 
which we had left there; and I learned from 
them that they had been compelled to this . 
emigration by formidable troops of Bofhmen, 
who were carrying fire and fword through 
Camdebo, and burning the plantations, in order . 
to carry away the ammunition, arms, and 
whole riches of the inhabitants. Nothing 
could difconcert me more than this intelli-- 
gence, equally ungracious and unexpected ; 
for it raifed the alarm in every breaft, and re- 
vived our former terrors. Perfuaded that any 
farther explanation would only difturb the 

, imaginations 
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imaginations of my timid Hiottentots ftill 
more, I immediately ordered them all to fol-. 
low me. They had already begun to fpeak of 
returning the fame way we had come, and I 
looked forward to the moment when my au- 
thority was about to be at an end; but the 
braveft of my people, who did not hefitate to 
accompany me, induced all the reft to imitate 
their example. Having obferved that Slinger, 
who gave me fo much caufe to complain of 
his conduct at Koks-Kraal, fhewed here the 
greateft refiftance, and that even this day he 
performed his fervice in a very fufpicious 
manner, I determined, for the firft time, to 
make an example of him, to intimidate thofe 
daftardly companions whom he had feduced. 
In the evening, when I arrived at the river 
Camdebo, which takes its name from the 
country it traverfes, I fignified to him that 
he fhould inftantly quit my caravan; reproach- 
ing him at the fame time with having been 
the firft promoter of that fear and confter- 
nation, whichhad prevented all my people from 
following me into Caffraria, and with having 
obliged me by his culpable refiftance to aban- 
don the nobleft part of my projects, for want 
of firength, courage, and affiftance, to enable 
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me to profecute it, and bring it to a conclu- 
fion. Ithen paid him what wages were due; 
made him deliver up his effe&ts and fome pro- 
vifions, and threatened to purfue him as I 
would do a wild beaft, fhould he ever again 
appear in my prefence. He was fo much 
firuck and abafhed by this apoftrophe, and 
the vehemence with which I pronounced thefe 
lait words, that he fnatched up his wallet and 
retired with precipitation. My -people con- 
jectured that he would make for the neareft 
plantation, or join the Hottentots whom we 
had met in the morning; and I entertained 
a notion that he would have offered fome ex- 
cufe for his conduct, or that fome of his com- 
panions would have interceded for him ; but 
I was extremely glad that he purfued another 
courfe, This feverity proved of the greateft 
fervice to me, and, during the reft of my 
journey, was attended with all that effect 
which I expected. 

T quitted the river Camdebo on the gth of ® 
February, at which time feveral of my oxen 
being attacked by the Aauw-fikte, they found 
the journey very laborious. As eafe and. re- 
frefhments were the only remedies that could 
{peedily reftore them to their former ftate, I 
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chofe out, upon one of the windings made by 
the river, among the mimofas, a commodious - 
lawn; where I eftablifhed my camp, with an 
intention of remaining there fome days. I 
had however no need to bid my people be 
upon their guard, for they were too much 
afraid of the Bofhmen to fail in their duty, 
or to relax in their precaution. We were 
now precifely in that canton, in which thefe 
plunderers, as we had been told, were fpread- 
ing terror and confternation. Our provifions 
beginning to grow fhort, and as we no longer 
found large game, I refolved to procure fome, 
if poffible, in order that I might falt it; and 
on this account I undertook a few hunting 
excurfions, which carried me to a greater or 
lefs diftance from my camp. One day, having 
purfued very clofely an antelope-elk, I wan- 
dered to a confiderable diftance with one of my 
~beft fhooters, who followed me; and at the 
corner of a thick grove of mimofas we fud- 
denly efpied a Hottentot, who was fearching 
for the nymphe of ants, which is a favourite 
food among thefe favages. No fooner had he 
feen us, than, fnatching up his bow and quiver 
with great precipitation, he betook himfelf to 
flight; but giving full {cope to my horfe, I 

foon 
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{oon overtook him. By the evident figns 
which he exhibited of terror and embarrafi- 
ment, I concluded that he was a Bofhman. 
His life was in my hands: in thefe defarts I 
could have exercifed my right of fovereignty, 
and might have punifhed him, had I been cruel, 
for all the crimes of his countrymen, and for 
the inexcufable fault of belonging to thefe 
plunderers ; but hitherto I had no caufe to 
complain of thefe people, and befides I was 
defirous of profiting by this rencounter, and of 
procuring new information: a planter how- 
ever would have ated in a quite different 
manner. By my looks he plainly difcovered 
that I had no intention of doing him any hurt; 
and, after fome queftions relating to the fitua- 
tion in which we refpectively were, and which 
he could not anfwer without trembling, he 
began to refume his courage, and to have fome 
confidence in me. As I complained to him of 
the fcarcity of game in the places which I had 
traverfed, he informed me where | would be 
certain of finding what I wanted. I ordered my 
Hottentot, who had now overtaken me, to 
make him a prefent of a part of his tobacco ; 
and, after wifhing him more moderation and 
probity, I turned my horfe round, and con- 

tinued 
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tinued my excurfion. Scarcely however had 
I proceeded fifty paces, when my hunter, who 
had remained with him a few minutes to light 
his pipe, and put an end to his converfation, 
called out to me with a loud voice. Terrified 
by his bawling, I inftantly returned, and, when 
I came up to him, I found that he was attack- 
ed by the treacherous Bofhman, who, with an 
arrow in his hand, was attempting to wound 
“him in the head. Seeing the vifage of my 
poor Hottentot already covered over with 
blood, in a tranfport of rage I leaped from my 
horfe, and feizing my fufee and difcharging it 
at his breaft, the traitor was ftunned and in- 
ftantly dropped, while my Hottentot in the 
excefs of his fury collefted his arms, and put 
an end to the life of his formidable adverfary 
by treading on him with his feet. Alarmed 
at his wound, he expected every moment to 
perifh by the effect of the poifon; for the 
rafcal had difcharged an arrow at him the 
moment they had feparated. The wound, 
which was exactly above the nofe, appeared 
to me more dangerous on that account, but 
luckily it was very flight ; he had been only 
touched by the edge of the iron head, which 
is never poifoned. Having wafhed the wound 
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with urine, I comforted him in the beft man- 
ner I could, perfuaded that it was not mortal; 
and as I always carried about me a phial of 
volatile alkali, which Mr. Percheron, the 
French agent, gave me when [ quitted the 
Cape, in order that I might diffipate even 
every appearance of poifon, I tore off fome 
pieces from my fhirt, and dipping them in the 
alkali, applied them to the part affeted ; but 
thefe precautions of my tender friendfhip, in- 
ftead of elevating the fpirits of the unfor- 
tunate Hottentot, made him perfift in attribut- 

ing the fevere pains occafioned by the cauftic — 
to the effects of the poifon: as for me, what I 
wondered at moft, and what I confidered as the 
influence of my happy ftar, was, that he had 
not been killed on the fpot; had that been 
the cafe, the aflaffin, armed with a fufee which 
he might have taken fr om him, would not have 
failed to lie in wait for me in the neareft turn- 
ing, and to have configned me to the fame 
fate. Taking up the villain’s bow and quiver, 
and leaving his body dreadfully mangled, I 
haftened to return to my camp. This ad- 
venture foon fpread the alarm throughout the 
country; and my Hottentot, perfuaded that 


he would not live till morning, ftill added to 
the 
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the confternation of my people. It would 
have been in vain for me to attempt to allay 
their terrors ; they all entertained the fame idea 
as my patient, and imagined that he could 
not live the night through: but it pafled away 
without the appearance of any alarming fymp- 
toms; and the'pain having abated, he began to be 
convinced that he would efcape at the expence 
of being well frightened. When he awoke, 
his Companions, aftonifhed to fee him alive, 
recovered the ufe of their {peech, and boafted 
in a thoufand different ways, as is commonly 
the cafe when danger is over. They judged, 
above all, that the death of the aflaflin was the 
moft fortunate circumftance for us in this ad~ 
venture ; for had this man efcaped and follow- 
ed us through the thickets and winding ways, he 
would have difcovered our retreat. He would 
not then have failed to give notice to the reft 
of the Bofhmen, who, in a numerous body, 
would have fuddenly fallen upon us and maf- 
facred us without mercy. The various conjec- 
tures of my Hottentots, and their endlefs prat- 
tling, amufed me much, and proved notat all un- 
interefting. I concluded from it that they would 
at length become familiarized with danger ; 
and I was exceedingly glad that they had feen 
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it fo near; for I knew no obftacle that could 
be more fatal to my defigns than imaginary 
terrors. 

The day following we departed, and while 
we were marching along I amufed myfelf with 
fhooting, either on one fide or the other, 
as the weather was remarkably favourable. 
Having ftarted a female oftrich, when I 
went up to the neft, the largeft I had ever 
feen, I found in it thirty-eight eggs in a heap, 
and thirteen more diftributed at fome diftance, 
each in a {mall cavity. They appeared to be 
all unequal in fize; and, when I examined 
them more clofely, I perceived nine much 
finaller than the reft: on this difcovery I or- 
dered my people to halt, and to unyoke the 
oxen at the diftance of a quarter of a league 
from the reft, whilft I went to conceal myfelf 
in a thicket, which was within a gun-fhot of 
the fpot, and from which I could have a full 
view of the animal if it returned. After a 
fhort interval, the female arrived and fquatted 
down upon the eggs, and, during the reft of 
the time that continued in the bufh, three 
more joined her. They relieved each other 
by turns, one only remaining a quarter of an 
hour on the neft, while one of the new comers 
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fat by her fide. ‘This made me imagine that 
fometimes, and perhaps when the nights are 
rainy or cold, two or more unite tegether to 
cover the eggs the better. When the fun was 
nearly about to fet, a male arrived, and ap- 
proached the neft in order to place himfelf on 
it; forthe males fit as wellas the females. As 
‘I had now the opportunity I wifhed for, I 
difcharged my piece and killed him on the 
fpot; upon which the reft, frightened by the 
noife of the report, ftarted up, and in their 
confufion broke feveral of the eggs. On going 
up to the neft, I perceived, with much regret, | 
that the young had been juft ready to burft 
the fhell, for they were entirely covered with 
down. ‘The male which! killed had not 
one beautiful white feather ; they were all al- 
ready ftripped, and become quite dirty. I 
however picked out fuch of the black ones as 
appeared to be moft entire, and quitting the 
place, I detached feveral of my Hottentots to 
fearch for the thirteen eggs which were {fcat- 
tered around the neft, ftri€tly enjoining them 
not to touch the reft. Being defirous to know 
whether the females would return in the night- 
time, I repaired to the neft at day-break; but 
{ found every thing fwept away from the 
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place, except a few fragments of fhells lying 
here and there, which fufficiently fhewed that 
we had furnifhed an excellent repaft to fome 
jackals, or even hyenas. | 7 
This peculiarity refpe€ting the female of- 
trich, which unites with feveral others for in- 
cubation in the fame neft, is the more worthy 
to engage the attention of the naturalift, as, not 
being a general rule, it proves that certain cir- 
cumftances may fometimes determine the ac- 
tions of thefe animals, and modify their fen- 
fations, which would tend to exalt their 
inftind, by giving them a more fagacious 
forefight than is generally allowed them. Is 
it not probable that thefe animals affociate 
together, in order that they may be ftronger 
and better able to defend their offspring? I 
fhall have occafion to enter more at large on 
this fubjeG@, in the defcription of the oftrich 
which I intend to give hereafter. I flatter 
myfelf that the public will read with pleafure 
plain and authentic relations, which will con- 
tain rather a view of the manners and habi- 
tudes of thefe animals than tirefome details, 
which are often only repetitions concerning 
the number of their feathers, their propor- 


tions, and the exaét dimenfions of all their 
m | , parts, 
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parts. Ridiculous enumerations! which fhew 
as little the variety of the fpecies, as the dif- 
ference of their characters. 
_ In returning from the neft to our camp, my 
dogs ftarted a hare, and fet out in purfuit of 
it; upon which J galloped after them, and faw 
it take fhelter in the cavities of a {mall barrow, | 
which happened to be in the way. After fome 
fearch I at length difcovered the precife place of 
its retreat ; and having ftopped up the mouth 
of the hole it had entered, I pulled down the 
{tones and the gravel which compofed this 
{mall eminence; but I could fcarcely defcribe 
my altonifhment when I perceived that it was 
a Hottentot tomb. I however found the hare 
{quatted down among fome bones, and feizing 
it alive I carried it along with me. My dogs 
being engaged elfewhere, in a {pot where they 
could not obferve me, through an emotion of 
generofity, and as if difdaining to put this 
feeble animal to death except with the arms I 
ufually employed in hunting, I fet it at liber- 
ty. This action was afcribed by my people 
to a motive which raifed me very high in their 
efteem, and | was extremely cautious not to 
undeceive them. ‘They believed, and with 
the utmoft fatisfaction, that I had fuffered 
yon. II. Gb this 
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this animal to efcape, not becaufe I confidered 
it as of little value, but becaufe I refpected the 
afylum of the dead, and was defirous of ren- 
dering this natural homage to the tomb of 
one of their countrymen. Having covered 
the bones with the fame gravel which I had 
taken from them, we purfued another route ; 
and during this interval fome more of my 
hunters had killed four gnous, the falting of 
which employed us three whole days. 

On the 16th I arrived at a plantation — 
belonging to two brothers who were free ne- 
groes, one of whom was married to a young 
mulatto .woman. ‘Thefe worthy people re- 
ceived me with the utmoft joy, and offered 
me the free ufe of every thing they pofleffed.. 
But, fhall 1 fay it? my heart, agitated by a 
thoufand different fenfations, received with 
indifference their carefles and their tender fo- 
licitude. I found in them almoft the fame 
manners and the fame cuftoms as thofe com- 
mon in the civilized world. I had now re- 
turned to fociety, and I again beheld fields, 
utenfils, poffeffions, eftablifhed order, matters ; 
in a word, I was on a plantation. So much 
indulgence betame a burden tome; an in- 
‘voluntary impulfe hurried me from this re- 

shane 4 | treat ; 
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treat: I often walked about, with my eyes 
wandering from one fide to another, as if to 
difcover my loft way; I oppreffed the houfe 
with complaints, and, if I may ufe the expref- 
fion, furrounded it with my fighs. Ail was 
now fled; the torrents, mountains, majeftic 
orefts, impracticable roads, hordes of favages 
and their delightful huts, all were vanithed. 
Every thing feemed to excite my regret, even 
to ferocious animals; which, for the moment, 
Y imagined entertained fentiments of friendfhip 
and benevolence towards me. Ido not know 
whether thefe whimfical ideas are common to 
other men; but the more I refle& on them, 
the more I am convinced that they belong to 
nature. Powerful charm of liberty ! invincible 
force, which I fhall carry with me to the grave! - 
Thou transformedft into pleafures the moft la- 
borious fatigues, into amufements the greateft 
dangers, into delightful fpeétacles the moft 
difmal objects ; and thou ftrewedft my paths 
with the flowers of felicity and repofe, at a — 
feafon and age when deftiny feemed to impel 
me to fearch for them elfewhere. With thefe 
two negroes I eat bread for the firft time 
during the-fpace of a'year, but I had almoft 
forgot the tafte of it)’ “Though I at firft pro- 
si Bb2 poled 
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pofed to ftop here only one day, I remained 
three days. We had ftill a great extent of 
country to traverfe, fome enormous mountains, 
to crofs,and great difficulties to encounter in the 
defarts of Camdebo; the awful afpe& of which 
every where prefent, inftead of the verdure 
and natural gardens of the Pampoen-Kraal, 
nothing but hideous rocks, fands, and flints, 
fometimes grey, fometimes reddifh, and fome-. 
times of a yellow colour. As I approached 
towards the plantations danger decreafed, and 
{till adhering to my ideas, I flattered myfelf 
with the hope of more enjoyments. | If. I ex- 
cept therefore the places where I had jutt 
halted, I followed my plan with equal con- 
{tancy, when I returned and when I departed ; 
but I embraced the opportunity which chance 
had afforded me, by falling in with thefe two 
brothers, to procure provifions for the fub- 
fiftence of my people, and I took precautions 
accordingly. They fupplied me with a large 
quantity of bifcuit ; and I made a grateful) re- 
turn for this eflential fervice, by giving them 
in exchange powder, fhot, and gun-flints ; all 
valuable articles, which they had long been in 
want of, though it is indifpenfably neceflary that 
a plantation thould., wont be- provided with 
6 | them, 
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them, either to defend the cattle or repel the. 
Bofhmen. For fo great a favour, they would 
have readily granted me whatever I required. 
On the roth I fet out, at four in the after- 
noon; but the fun, more ardent than ever, 
{corched us moft dreadfully for two days. 
Wandering about, without being able to find a 
fingle drop of water, we had recourfe to fome 
jars, which I had ordered to be filled at the 
houfe of the negro brothers; but we were 
obliged to confine ourfelves to a certain allow- 
ance, as had feveral times been the cafe before. 
- On the 21ft, after crofling the bed of the 
Kriga, which was dry, and which we had 
crofled the preceding evening, I fell in with 
two inhabitants of Camdebo, who were re- 
turning from the Cape, and purfuing their 
way to their own refidence. As I had not 
heard from my friends at the town for above 
a year, I was happy to learn that, by the affift- 
ance of France, the Cape had been protected 
from any invafion by the Englifh, and that the 
colony was {till inthe hands ofthe Dutch ; but 
the pleafure I received from this intelligence 
was foon effaced by hearing of the indifpofition 
of my benefaétor, whom thefe travellers {aid 
they had left in a very critical fituation at the 
| Bb 3 warm 
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warm baths, which are the laft refource of 
fick people in Africa. This information threw 

a gloom ovet my mind, and embittered the 
remainder of my journey. ite | 
Eagerly defirous of feeing a friend who. 
had many claims qn my friendthip, I, withed, 
to haften my journey ; but the fear of finding, 
him in a languifhing condition corrupted the, 
pleafure which I enjoyed by anticipation. 
Thefe two planters forewarned me that I 
would fuffer much by the way, on account of 
the drought and want of water; and that, as 
I carried a great number of cattle along) with me, 
Tcould hope for no refources but in the ftormy 
rains which might come on: that,, befides 
thefe inconveniences, the country was infefted 
by the Bofhmen; and that they had even 
plundered them of thirty-two oxen, and maf- 
facred their herdfmen, at the paflage of the 
Black River. This laft part of their intelli- 
gence did not prevent me from proceeding ; 
ince the example of feverity which I had 
forged.to give, my people never fhewed 
: o he timidity, and I believe that along 
with me” they would have been: capable of 
‘braving all the banditti of Camdebo. , I was 
however unwilling to expofe them rafhly: it 
was 
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was impoflible for me to march in the night- 
time, for this would have deprived me of 
every advantage; and the greater part of my 
oxen were rendered unfit for fervice by a 
difeafe in their hoofs; fo that not being 
able to relieve thofe that were in a found con- 
dition, I made them fet out before us with a 
ftrong guard, in order that we might not be 
retarded in our march, bre, 

. When I arrived in this manner at Kriga- 
| Fontyn, or the Fountain of Kriga, my oxen 
found as much water as they had occafion for ; 
but it was fo brackifh, that the Hottentots who 
drank of it were feized with colics and vio- 
lent diarrhoeas. As Iwas founding the foil, 
and examining whether this water might not 
caufe diforders {till more dangerous, I was 
greatly furprifed to obferve Kees, who was 
always the firft.every where, draw from the 
veffel a crab of about three or four inches in 
diameter, This circumftance was indeed moft 
aftonifhing, as the fountain was furrounded 
by folid rock, and had no apparent outlet what- 
ever. My ape feemed to.eat his crab with fo 
much pleafure, that I ordered thirty of them 
to be caught; .and when they were roafted I 
found them excellent. Four o sfive difcharges 
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of my fufee procured us above forty moor-fowl 
of a very beautiful fpecies, which were accuf- 
tomed to come by thoufands, and light on the 
borders of this fountain. ‘The Hottentots of 
the colonies call them. Nimuiqua partridges, be-’ 
caufe in the rainy feafon they all emigrate 
towards the tropics. Reckoning from the _ 
time when we encamped at this fountain, we 
found nothing but coarfe plants and locufts : 
we were indeed in a moft defolate place; 
four of my oxen, having not ftrength fufficient 
to follow us, remained on the fpot; and I faw, 
with no fmall grief, that my dogs halted, and 
could: fcarcely drag themfelves along. As the 
foles of their feet were torn .and cut to the 
very quick, I ordered them to be rubbed 
over with greafe, that they might be induced 
to lick them, and to be put into my car- 
riages until they fhould be in a condition to 
walk. My horfes being attacked’ by the 
fame diforder as my oxen, I caufed {mall bags 
or covers to be made of fkins, and, having 
preafed their hoofs well, I faftened them on 
their feet by tying them above the'tarfus. I 
wifhed to fubje& my oxen to the fame ope 
ration, but thefe intractable animals would - 
never have fubmitted to ‘it peaceably ; befides 
ereafe 
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greafe and fkins would not have been fuffi- 
cient. My carriages alfo were in a moft 
wretched condition ; for, as they had not been 
moiftened for a long time, they made a noife 
when they moved forwards like fo many rat- 
tle. Though we fell in with different foun- 
tains, and the beds of feveral rivers or torrents - 
which we crofled in our way, and from which 
we hoped for relief, we were ftill deceived in — 
our expectations: Our animals were reduced 
to the neceflity of putting their nofes to the 
earth, and of licking fuch places as feemed ftill 
to retain fome moifture ; being befides de- 
prived of every kind of fucculent grafs, no 
other refource was left us but to colleét a few 
coarfe parched herbs, which occafioned acute’ 
pains in their bowels, fo that they entirely’ 
loft their fleth, and feemed to be converted 
into fkeletons, 

In this diftreffing fitdaition we continued 
till the 24th in the evening. Having crofled 
the Swart Rivier, or Black River, which had 
no more water in its bed than the reft, we 
were juft on the point of unyoking our oxen, 
when I perceived a flock of fheep. I imme- 
diately ran up to the fhepherd, and being in- 
formed that he belonged to a planter who 

refided 
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refided at the diftance of fcarcely a league, we 
purfued our route towards it, and encamped 
near a large pond, where we at length had the 
fatisfaction of finding water in abundance. 
The owner of thefe ftheep was named Adam 
Robenhymer, and his plantation was called 
Keveec-Valey. I received every mark of po- 
litenefs from this gentleman, as well as from 
his family, which confifted of only two daugh- 
ters. One of them, Dina Sagrias-de-Beer, the 
daughter of*his wife by a former hufband, 
was one of the moft beautiful African ladies I 
had ever feen. Thefe charming hofts prefied 
me to {pend a few days with them; and the 
bewitching Dina joined to her invitation fuch 
mild and natural graces, that | readily yielded 
to her repeated-folicitations, and confented to 
reniain a few days, In the evening, however, 
I did not fail to pay a vifit to my camp, ac~ 
cording to my ufual cuftom; as the place 
where I was, and the neceflity of preferving 
good order, made me more than ever lay. it 
down as an invariable rule not to fleep out of 
it; I was befides fo much accuftomed to my 
hard mattrefs, that a fofter or more commodi- 
aus bed would really have prevented me from 
fleeping. This agreeable repofe for a few 
days 
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days was above all extremely ferviceable to 
my poor cattle, worn out with hunger and 
fatigue: I was every moment apprehenfive 
that I fhould be obliged to abandon my car- 
riages and my effects; but this laft halting 
revived us a little. The fituation of this {pot 
was delightful; the {cenery around it wasbeauti- 
fully variegated ; and the environs of the plan- 
tation afforded my oxen, as well as my. people, 
abundance of every thing proper for reftoring 
their loft{trength, had only remained longer in 
this retreat: but I was more and more fenfible 
of the neceflity of approaching the Cape, and 
my exhaulted imagination rendered my return 
indifpenfable, I was therefore once more obliged 
~ to tear myfelf from fo many attractions, and to 
purfue my journey. The beautiful Dina hav- 
‘ing learned of my people (for the informed 
herfelf of every thing) that the bifcuits I had 
procured from the negroes were almoft at an 
end, fhe begged me to accept a {mall fupply 
which fhe had made herfelf. On the firft of 
March,’ after returning thanks to my amiable 
hofts, I took leave of them, at five in the 
afternoon, and marched forwards to the Gamka, 
or Leuw-Rivier, the Lion River; where we 
arrived at nine in the evening, and encamped. 
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Lions formerly were very common near this 
river, becaufe antclopes alfo were found here 
in great abundance ; but when the inhabitants 
approached nearer to each other, the antelopes 
‘difappeared, and lions confequently are become 
much fearcer. Having heard ‘at Keveec-Valey 
that three formidable troops of Bofhmen were 
ranging in the neighbourhood of that place, i 
thought it would be imprudent’ to’ penetrate 
farther the firft night ; befides this, I had 
‘been informed that, after crofling the Gamka, 
until I reached the Buffaloes River, I fhould 
not find a fingle drop of water. The diftance 
between thefe rivers was “fall ‘twenty-five 
leagues : that I might not perifh with thirft, 
it was neceflary to perform this paflage in two 
days, and it was impoffible to travel during 
the heat of the day without deftroying both 
my people and cattle. I refolved ‘there- 
fore to remain two days on the “Lion 
River, to ftrengthen and refrefh my oxen as 
much as poffible ; and, in the evening of the 
fecond day, banifhing every idea of fear, and 
paying little regard to the terror of my‘ Hot- 
tentots, I refumed my journey, taking the pre- 
caution to ftation my whole caravan between 
two carriages, which ferved as an advanced 
and 
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and a-rear-guard. A forced march of two 
days, or rather two.nights, performed with the 
ereateft regularity, conducted us to the banks 
of the river which we had fo long withed to 
fee. During the night-time I had not neg- 
le&ted to order my people to difcharge their 
pieces on both fides of us every fix minutes ; 
and from time to time I gave my horfes, which 
were ready to faint with the heat and fatigue, 
a refrefhment of water from my jars. My 
cattle had neither eat nor drank; they all panted 
for breath, and feemed every moment ready 
to drop down on the {pot; neverthelefs, though 
it was late in the evening before we arrived at 
the Buffalo River, my relays, and all the cattle 
that marched at liberty, having difcovered the 
{tream, began to run forwards acrofs the mea- 
dows in the greateft diforder to quench their 
thirft. Thofe which drew the carriages re- 
fumed, their courage, and completed the paf- 
fage in lefs than a quarter of an hour; but 
had it not been for the attention of my people, 
who cut the traces of the. moft intractable, my 
three carriages would have been overturned in 
the river. , We all of us followed the example 
of our animals, and the bath foon made me 
forget my, fatigue. 


When 
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When our fires were kindled a part of our 
animals joined us; I was extremely uneafy 
for the reft, but we heard them making a 
noife among the bufhes which furrounded us, 
-and I concluded that they were fearching for 
food. ‘They however arrived all at the break 
of day, except one pair of oxen, which we 
never afterwards faw: my goat alfo ftrayed, 
and did not return till fome time after in the 
courfe of the day. | 

When I awoke in the morning I was very 
much furprifed to find myfelf in a delightful 
country, which the obfcurity of the night had 
prevented me from obferving. The river was 
not broad, but the abundance and depth of its 
waters diffufed throughout the neighbourhood 
a frefhnefs fo much the more agreeable, as 
the heat was exceffive: it runs with a hun- 
dred windings through beautiful green fields, 
and I never faw fo agreeable groves as thofe 
with which its banks are crowned. An infinite 
number of partridges and moor-fowl by their 
cries formed a very ftriking contraft with thofe 
‘of different kinds of ducks, herons, brown 
fwans, and flamingoes, with which the river 
was covered. All my people with ont voice — 


having begged me to flop here fome days, 
, I rea- 
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{ readily confented, and was exceedingly glad 
that they had anticipated my wifhes. This was 
one of thofe delightful retreats which prove 
that the imaginations of the poets do not al- 
ways in their defcriptions exceed the bounds 
of nature and truth. The {fpot, however, 
where we had paffed the night, was not the 
moft favourable ; fome large rocks in our 
neighbourhood covered both it and us too 
much, and might have enabled the enemy to 
furprife us with much eafe: on this account 
we conveyed our carriages and our baggage 
to the middle of a {mall meadow, which the 
winding of the river rendered almoft a penin- 
fula, and there we erected our tents. : 
From the plantation of‘the two negroes al- 
ready mentioned we had performed a march 
of eighty leagues ; and one can fcarcely con- 
ceive what we fuffered in this paflage. How 
‘ much relief fhould I have derived from the 
fheep which I exchanged with the Hottentots 
of Snewberg! From that period we did. not 
meet with the {malleft article of game, and 
not even a pond of water fo pure that. we 
_ could ufe it without great precautidn ; none of 
that which we found was fit to be drunk unt 
til we had boiled it either with tea or coxee, to 
rane _ deftroy, 
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deftroy, or at leaft to conceal, its noxious and 
difagreeable qualities. 

The beauties of the fpot, and the sas 
of every neceflary which the Buffalo River 
procured us, were not the only motives that 
induced us to remain fo long. on its banks. I 
continued here till the 14th of the month, em- 
ployed only in repairing my carriages, the 
ruined condition of which had for a long time 
given me great uneafinefs. ‘They were fo 
much fhattered, and the fun had fo dried 
them, that they were ready to fall to pieces ; 
it was neceflary above all to renew the wheels, 
as all the {pokes were loofe in the naves. I or- 
dered them to be put into water to make the 
wood {well ; and they remained there a long 
time before they received any affiftance from 
the hatchet. As for my part, I reviewed my 
collection, which was far from being in pro- 
per order; and this bufinefs was a work of no 
little labour. Every thing almoft that I had 
contained birds: my tea- chefts, and my boxes 
for holding coffee and fugar, were all filled with 
them. I now expected foon to reach the centre 
“of the colonies ;, and I fhould have confidered 
the flighteft, ae that might have hap- 
pened to retard our march as a great misfor- 

tune. 
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tune. Being perfuaded that we had nothing 
more to fear from the Bofhmen, and feeing all 
my people fufficiently compofedand freed from 
their terrors, I refolved to travel night and day; 
and in confequence of this determination I 
departed on the 14th, at five in the evening, 
_ obferving the fame order as before. Having 
halted at midnight, near the Matjes-Fontein, 
the atmofphere became overcaft, and feemed 
to threaten a ftorm; but it paffed by us, and 
next morning I crofled the Wet-Waater, and 
unyoked my cattle at Confflapel, an agreeable 
plantation, which the owners have been 
obliged to abandon on account of a {carcity 
of water. Though the feafon was now far 
advanced, the heat had not yet decreafed, and 
we were obliged to remain ina@tive during 
the middle of the day, when the fun’s rays 
darted upon us with the greateft force; we 
were {corched fo much the more, as we could 
find no fhade or place of fhelter to fecure us 
from them: the relaxed ftate in which we 
were did not even permit us to amufe our- 
felves with hunting. It is well known that 
ftifling heat tends greatly to deftroy the ap- 
petite, and that it corrupts meat whether frefh 
or falted, and renders it very difgufting; the 
“oWOL. 1. Cec operations 
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operations of our kitchen were fufpended there- 
fore for fome time. My Hottentots flept dur- 
ing the day: as for me, I lived on Mifs Dina’s 
bifcuits ; and all the indulgence I allowed my- 
felf was to fteep them in goat’s milk, which | 
always tafted with pleafure. I cannot recom- 
mend too ftrongly to travellers who undertake 
fuch journeys as mine, to procure a great 
number of thefe docile and ufeful animals. 
They are fond of man, attach themfelves to 
him, every where follow him, occafion no em- 
barraffment, and require little .or no care. 
Every day they will fupply enough for their 
nourifhment, and to quench their thirft ; and 
thefe poor brutes, which are not delicate like 
fome other animals, and which are contented © 
with almdft any thing, can endure thirft a long 
time without lofing their milk. 

The 16th and ther wth, after crofling Touws- 
Rivier, 1 advanced fix leagues farther; and, 
near Werkeerde-Valey, reached a very large 
lake, upon the borders of which was a fmall 
plantation, entrufted by the owner, who was 
abfent, to the care of fome Hottentots. Hav- 
ing found here a planter who had recently 
guitted the Cape in order to go to Camdebo, I 
was xelieved from a load which had long op- 
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prefied me, by learning that Mr. Boers was 
perfectly recovered, and that he had returned 
to the town. In this fpot I had an opportu- 
nity of meeting with birds of various kinds, 
and, among others, fome coots exactly like 
thofe of Europe; but the marfhes near the 
lake furnifhed me with fuch a number of 
{nipes that they became our ordinary food. 

As there were a great many hogs upon this 
plantation, I purchafed one of them; but I 
was obliged to go and choofe it myfelf, and 
take it from the reeds; becaufe, as I have al- 
ready obferved, when {peaking of the manner 
in which they are bred, thefe had become 
quite wild. I bought alfo fome flour, in or- 
der that I might regale my people with the firft 
bread they had eat fince my departure: Klaas’ 
wife prepared it, and fhe indeed fucceeded 
wonderfully well. Having quitted Werkeerde- 
Valey, we entered ov the 21ft another country, 
called the Boke-Veld, or plain of the {pring- 
bocks*, which undoubtedly abounded there 
formerly ; but at this time none of them were 
any where to be feen. On the hills, every 
where around us, we obferved feveral planta- 
tions, from which we in vain endeavoured to 

* A kind of antelopes, 
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remove, for the farther we went the more 
frequent they became. I was under the ne- 
ceflity of pafling clofe to that of John Pinar. 
Though he earneftly requefted me to ftop and 
refrefh myfelf at his houfe, I declined his 
invitation, and purfued my journey; but the 
inhabitants, whether white men, Hottentots, 
or negroes, all haftened to fee my caravan 
file off, almoft in the fame manner as in 
our great cities people flock to fee fome curi- 
ous fhew or uncommon fpeétacle. My beard, 
above all, in a country where neither Jews nor 
capuchins are ever known, appeared to be a 
wonderful and an extraordinary phenomenon ; 
though it put the children to flight, and ftruck 
a great terror into the women. After difem- 
barrafling myfelf with great difficulty from 
the importunity of the inquifitive, who ha- 
raffled me with their queftions, I reached, at 
half after eleven at night, a peaceful inhabited 
retreat, at the diftance of three leagues: but 
the news of my return were fpread abroad; 
and next morning, fcarcely had daylight ap- 
peared, when more than twenty of the inha- 
bitants, attracted by curiofity, furrounded my 
camp, that, whatever route I fhould purfue, it 


might be impoffible for me to efcape them. 
| Thefe 
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Thefe people had taken great pleafure in pro- 
pagating an hundred abfurd tales refpefting 
me; and they afked me.an hundred ridiculous 
queftions one after the other: they aflerted, 
for example, that I had brought back waggon 
loads of gold-duft and jewels, found in the 
Yivers, or on rocks, never before explored. 
One of thefe credulous peafants begged me to 
fhew him that magnificent precious ftone, fu- 
perior to the diamond, and as large as an egg, 
found in the head of an enormous ferpent, with 
which I had fought a moft defperate and bloody 
battle. I mention thefe abfurdities merely to 
juftify what I have faid elfewhere refpeGing 
that. ftupid: fondnefs for the marvellous, by 
which the planters amufe their idle hours, and 
_ diffipate the languor which opprefles them. 
I intended to remain reclufe in the place 
where I was till evening, but the number of the 
curious increafed fo much every minute, that 
T loft all patience, and departed abruptly. In 
vain did I attempt to avoid three or four plan- 
tations fituated in the canton through which 
it was neceflary for me pafs; importunity 
every where purfucd me, fo that I had no 
other refource but to take advantage of the 
obfcurity of the night, and to go almoft like a 
G43 malefactor, 
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malefactor, and conceal myfelf at the bottom of 
an enormous chain of mountains named Cloof, 
which forms the limits of another country 
called Roye-Sand, 

This mountain, like an immenfe curtain, 
raifed by the hand of misfortune before me, 
feemed placed there to difconcert me ftill 
more, and to increafe my unealinefs. It was 

however neceffary either to overcome this ob- 
- ftacle, or to make a very long circuit, the 
extent of which I did not know, nor how 
much time it might require. I was no longer - 
animated by that impetuous ardour which I 
had fhewn at my departure ; nor by that in- 
vincible courage which cherifhed in my foul 
the love of novelties, and the impatient defire 
of being the firft to take poffeffion of a country 
fo curious and fo little known. I found myfelf 
in turns {topped by difcouragement, and hur- 
tied forwards by gratitude and friendfhip. | 
{ formed therefore my refolution, and deter- 
mined to climb in the beft manner I could to 
the top of the mountain. The fteepnefs of the 
way, and the quagmires which I had to en- 
counter in this paflage, almoft frightened me. 
Yet this is the ufual route of the neighbouring ~ 
planters, who choofe rather to run the rifque 
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of lofirig their cattle and carriages than unite 
to make a proper road, or at leait to repair 
- fome paffes; an evident proof both of their 
Anattention and their indolence. 

For my own fafety I ventured to undertake 
this bufinefs. 1 employed the whole day of the 
24th in cutting down branches of trees to fill 
up the deep fiffures, and in covering them over 
with ftones, fand, and earth. In this operation 
I fucceeded; and on the 2sth, in the fpace of 
four hours, thanks to the precautions which 
we had taken, and the exertions which 
my people with great cheerfulnefs made, at 
the expence of a very trifling lofs, we had the 
- inexpreflible happinefs of pafling the frightful 
precipice, the only one that we had occafton 
to dread. The planters call this horrible road _ 
Mafter-Hoec, or Mafter’s Corner. We en- 
camped at the bottom of the mountain, on the 
other fide; and next day haltedin the morning 
at the entrance of Koye-Sand, near the ruins 
of a plantation which appeared to have been 
long deferted. 

This canton, in my opinion, is very impro- 
perly name Koye-Sand, or Red Sand, for I ob- 
ferved none of that colour: I remarked, on 
the contrary, that it was abfolutely yellow. 

This country is fertile in corn; and the 
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crops are rich, and every where appear in great 
abundance. We from time to time had a view 
of delightful plantations, each more agreeably 
fituated than another; and the variety of the 
buildings formed.every where fuch interefting 
profpects as afforded the higheft gratification to 
the fight. It is poflible that, as I had been 
accuftomed for fixteen months to views of a 
bolder and grander nature, the contraft of 
wild countries, and their habitations, as difmal 
as uncommon, with the new order of things 
that prefented itfelf to my eye, might make 
a deeper impreffion on my imagination. How-’ 
ever this may be, I was never tired of contem< 
plating thefe beautiful fcenes. 

All thofe chimerical and romantic ideas 
‘which had flattered my fancy, and all thofe 
melancholy refleQions which I had indulged 
on quitting the favages, began now to vanith 5 
and reafon, refuming its empire, convinced 
me that, not being deftined for fuch a wander- 
ing and precarious life, I had other obligations 
to difcharge, and other objects to cherifh. I 
already fmiled at different circumftances, the 
remembrance of which brought full in my 
view my former pleafures and paft manner of | 
life, Friendfhip above all, arrayed in her full 

Braces, 
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graces, and fuch as fhe ought to be to pleafe. 
delicate and tender fouls, feemed to call 
me at a diftance, and to ftretch out her arms 
towards me. Other fentiments perhaps came 
to her affiftance, to make me unbend my brow, 
and to incite me more and more to bring my 
journey to aconclufion. Certain, from the 
information I had received, that I fhould find ~ 
Mr. Boers at the Cape in good health, every 
ftep I made towards the town added to the 
tranfports of my impatience, which my people 
fincerely fhared along with me. It was 
impoflible for me to be fo near the Cape 
without wifhing to fee the road that was to 
conduc me thither difappear behind me: my 
whole thoughts therefore were occupied with 
the pleafure I expected to feel on feeing my 
friends ; but above all in embracing him, who 
on many accounts had the beft claim to the 
firft and moft diftinguifhed place in my af- 
‘fedtion. 

On the 26th, after having shih if I may 
exprefs myfelf fo, ten plantations which lay 
in our way, I crofled the Broad River; a league 
farther, the Waater-Val, or Water-fall; and af- 
terwards fome more plantations, which un- 
doubtedly had been long waiting to fee me 

pats ; 
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pafs ; for the inhabitants, obferving that I did » 
not ftop, ran after me as if I had been a curi- 
ous wild beaft, and never quitted me till they 
had furveyed me for fome time. Having 
crofled the Roye-Sand-Kloof, the Valley of 
Red Sand, and the K/ein-Berg-Rivier, or Lit- 
tle River of the Mountains, when I arrived 
next morning, the 27th, at Swart-Land, I or- 
dered my horfes, which I had not ufed for 
fome time, to be faddled; and leaving a num- 
ber of inquifitive planters around my carriages 
and baggage, I advanced forwards, accompas 
nied by my faithful Klaas; and arrived with 
much pleafure, the fame evening, at the houfe 
of my ancient hoft, the worthy Slaber, who 
had fo nobly entertained me two years before, 
when [ met with the dreadful difafter already 
mentioned at the bay of Saldanha. 

Words could hardly exprefs the joy, and 
above all the aftonifhment, which my arrival 
occafioned to all this refpectable family. They » 
expected it fo little; I was fo difguifed by my 
beard, and the accounts which had been pro- 
pagated at the Cape, and in the neighbour- 
hood, of the diftant excurfions and the dan- 
gers to which I had expofed myfelf, rendered 
mydeath fo probable, that they were all terri-. 

fied 
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fied on my approach. The women particu- 
larly declared bloody war againft that thick 
and black covering which obfcured part of my 
vifage. It had, indeed, for fome time been 
entirely ufelefs, and confequently a burden to 
me. Mitje-Slaber, the youngeft of my hoft’s 
daughters, obligingly offered to free me from 
it. I therefore fell down on my knees and de- 
voted my head as a facrifice. Scarcely had I 
arrived at this happy retreat, when I difpatch- 
ed Klaas to Mr. Boers to inform him of my 
return; and I fent him, at the fame time, two 
of thofe {mall antelopes called /feen-bocks, and 
a few partridges which I had killed by the 
way. Next morning I received the congratu- 
lations of my friend, who fent me two of his 
beft horfes, and earneftly prefled me to repair 
to his houfe immediately. 

The fame day my people, whom I had left 
behind, arrived with my carriages. ‘The mo- 
ment of our feparation was now approaching ; 
we had both of us reciprocally forgot our 
animofities: fome gave vent to fighs, others 
fhed tears; and, while I could not contain 
mine, we comforted ourfelves with the hopes 
of a fecond journey, fhould circumftances be- 
come favourable. 


I diftri- 
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I diftributed among thefe faithful compa- 
nions, of my fatigues and adventures all the 
remainder of my effects, and fuch things as. 
could be of no utility to me in the town; to 
which I added even my linen and other 
clothes, referving nothing but what I had on 
my body. I begged two of thefe Hottentots 
to remain fome days more with Mr. Slaber, 
to take care of my fhe-goats and fick or ufelefs. . 
oxen which I left on the plantation till farther 
orders. I then appointed Mr. Boers’ houfe 
as a rendezvous for the reft of my caravan; 
and Klaas and I having mounted our horfes, 
the fame evening I enjoyed the happinefs of 
embracing a friend and benefa@or whom I 
had been apprehenfive of never again feeing. 

My baggage arrived on the 2d of April, 
and it was then that I returned thanks to my 
faithful fervants, and paid them their wages. 
They were all burning with impatience to re- 
vilit their families. I ftretched out my hand 
to Klaas, who could fcarcely tear himfelf from 
his mafter ; and, as his horde was at a lefs dif- 
tance from the town than that of the other Hot- 
tentots whom I had difcharged, I defired him 
to vifit me often, and promifed him a continu- 
ance of my protection, my confidence, and 

my 
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my friendfhip. 1, above all, affured him that 
I would not remain long inaétive at the Cape, 
and that I depended upon his affiftance for new 
enterprifes. This was the fole obje& of his 
defires, and the only alleviation of his forrow. 
{ muft indeed confefs that I could not fee him 
depart without the greateft emotion, though 
diftracted by crowds of vifitors who thronged 
into my friend’s houfe, fome of whom were 
attracted by a generous concern for my wel- 
fare, but the greater number by a defire of 
gratifying their eager curiofity. 
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I HAVE placed at the end of this volume 
the figures of a male and female giraffe, 
though I met with thefe animals only in my 
fecond journey. This, therefore, is a kind of 
anticipation that may appear irregular, but to 
which I have in fome meafure been conftrain- 
ed by folicitations which I ought to confider 
as commands. 

By way of fupplement, and as an explana- 
tion of thefe two plates, I have added a hafty 
{ketch refpeGting the natural hiftory of the 
animals which they reprefent, referving more 

effential 
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effential and fuller détails for that part in this | 
work where they naturally ought to appear. 

Many and various accounts have been pu- 
blifhed of the giraffe; but, notwithftanding 
all the elegant and {fcientific differtations writ- 
ten on this fubje&, no juft or precife idea hath 
been hitherto formed of its configuration, much 
lefs of its manners, its taftes, its Chaat and 
its organization. 

If, among the known quadesen tae prece- 
dency be allowed to height, the giraffe with- 
out doubt muft hold the firft rank. A male, 
which I have in my ‘colleétion, and of which 
a figure is given in the eighth plate, meafured 
after I killed it fixteen feet four inches, from 
the hoof to the extremity of its horns. I ufe 
this expreffion in ofder to be underftood ; for, 
the giraffe has no real horns, but between its 
ears, at the upper extremity of the head, arife, 
in a perpendicular and parallel dire€tion, two 
excrefcences from the cranium, which, with- — 
out any joint, ftretch to the height of eight or 
nine inches, terminating in a convex knob, 
and are furrounded by a row of ftrong ftraight. 
hair, which overtops them by feveral lines. 

The female is generally lower than the 
male. That reprefented in the following plate 
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was only thirteen feet fix inches in height; 
and her incifive teeth, which were almoft all 
worn away, inconteftably proved that fhe had 
attained to her full growth. 

{n confequence of the number of thefe ani- 
mals which I killed and had an opportunity of 
feeing, I may eftablifh as a certain rule, that 
the males are generally fiftcen or fixteen feet — 
in height, and the females from thirteen to. 
fourteen. 

Whoever fhould judge of the fize and thick- 
ne{fs of thefe animals from the above dimen-~ 
fions, would be greatly deceived. I may al- 
moft fay that they confift of nothing but neck , 
and legs. ‘The eye, indeed, that is accuftomed 
to the long full figures of Europe, finds no pro- 
portion between a height of fixteen feet and a 
length of feven, taken from the tail to the 
breaft. Another deformity, if it may be called 
fo, makes us contraft the parts before with 
thofe behind. The former have a confiderable 
thicknefs towards the fhoulders, but the latter 
are fo thin and meagre that they do not feem 
formed the one for the other. 

Naturalifts and travellers who fpeak of the 
giraffe, all agree in making the hind legs only 
half the length of thofe before ; but did thofe 

who 
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who affert fo really fee the animal, or, if they 
faw it, did they confider it attentively ? 2 

An Italian author, who certainly never faw 
it, caufed a figure of it to be engraved at Ve- 
nice, in a work entitled Defcriziom: degh ani- 
malt, 1771. This figure is formed exactly 
from the defcriptions which had then been 
 publifhed of the animal; but this exaétnefs. 
renders it fo ridiculous, that we muft confider 
it, on the part of the Italian author, as a fe- 
vere cfiticifm on all the accounts which had 
appeared, and which have been fo often re- 
peated. | 

Of all the old authors * who have {poken of 
this animal, the moft exact is Gilius, who fays 
exprefsly that “ the giraffe has its four legs of 
*‘ the fame length ; but that the fore thighs.are — 
** fo long in comparifon of thofe behind, that 
“ the back of the animal appears inclined like 
® the roof of a houfe.” If by the fore thighs 
Gilius means the omoplate or fhoulder blade, 
his affertion is juft, and I perfe@ly agree with 
him. : 


* Among the moderns, the moft exact engraving is 
without doubt that which was executed under the infpec- 
tion of Dr. Allaman, from drawings furnithed by Colonel 
Gordon. 

The 
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The Female Giraffe or Camelopardalis. 
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The account given by Heliodorus is far 
from being fo correct. If we believe that he 
fpeaks of a giraffe, when he fays its head 
is only double the fize of that of the oftrich, 
we muft conclude that things have changed 
much fince, and that, in the lapfe of time, 
Nature has made either the one or the other 
of thefe animals fuffer great variations. 

The horns forming part of the cranium, as 
I have already faid, can never fall off. They 
are not folid like thofe of the ftag, nor com- 
pofed of any fubftance analogous to thofe of 
the ox; much lefs do they confift of hair - 
united, as Bufion fuppofes. They are fimply 
of a bony calcareous fubftance, divided by a 
multitude of finall pores like all bones, and 
are covered throughout their whole length 
with fhort coarfe hair, which has no refem- 
blance to the foft down that covers the young 
horns of roe-bucks or ftags. 

The figures of this animal, given in the 
works of Buffon and Vofmar, are in general 
defective. Thefe authors have made the horns © 
terminate in a point, which is contrary to the 
truth. Inftead of bringing the mane only to 
the fhoulders, they have prolonged it to the 
root of the tail; a miftake which, added to 

Vou, Il. Dd many 
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many others, difgraces and renders of no utility 
to fcience thefe falfe reprefentations, which 
people very improperly confide in, on account 
of the reputation of the authors who publith 
them. | 

The giraffes, both male and female, are 
fpotted in the fame manner; but, without pay- 
ing attention to inequality of fize, they may 
eafily be diftinguifhed from each other even 
at a diftance. ‘The male, on a greyifh white 
eround, has large {pots of a dark brown co- 
lour, almoft approaching to black; and the 
female, on a like ground, has {pots of a tawny 
colour, which renders them lefs ftriking. The 
young males are at firft of the colour of their 
mother, but, in proportion as they advance in 
age and fize, they become browner. 

Thefe quadrupedes feed upon the leaves of 
trees, and particularly on thofe of a mimofa, 
peculiar to the canton which they inhabit. 
Meadow erafs forms alfo part of their aliment; 
but they are not under the neceflity of kneel- 
ing down to browfe or to drink, as fome have 
improperly believed. They often lie down to: 
ruminate or to fleep, which caufes a confider- 
able callofity on the fternum, and makes their 
knees to be always covered with a hard fkin. 
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Had Nature endowed the giraffe with an 
irafcible difpoiition, it certainly would have 
had caufe to complain; for the means with 
which it is provided, either for attack or de- 
fence, are very trifling. It is indeed a peace- 
ful and timid animal; it fhuns danger, and 
flies from it, trotting along very faft: a good 
horfe can with difficulty overtake it. 

It is faid that it has not flrength to defend 
itfelf; but [know, beyond a doubt, that by its 
kicking it often tires out, difcourages, and even 
beats off the lion. Except upon one occafion 
I never faw it make ufe of its horns: they 
may be confidered as of no utility, were it 
poffible to doubt of the wifdom and precau- 
tion employed by Nature, whofe motives we 
are not always able to comprehend. 

I have thought it neceflary, in compliance 
with the wifhes of thofe who requefted them, 
to accompany thefe two figures with a con- 
cife defcription, which will ferve to illuftrate 
them better: but I muft inform the reader, 
that I have not here faid all that I intend 
re{pecting this extraordinary animal. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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Page 145, line 10 from the bottom, for Buffias; read BufMfias.» 
lines 8 and g from the bottom, for wood is the Great Fr atber, read 

Grandfather’s wood. £ 

Page 205, line 8 from the bottom, for overturns opinions, 1 read overture 
opinions. 

Page 241, line x, for accounts I had received from cae read weeodnts tranfa 
mitted to me from Europe. : 

Page 300, line 2 from the bottom, for who read which. 

Page 303, line ro from the bottom, for Bo/bomens read Bofhmen. 


Care Wir: bbe Dee 


Page 6, line rr, for faid it gave him, read faid it would give him. 
Page 44, line 11, for J Lave here given, read I have already given, 
Page 75, line 6 from the bottom, tor it pa/fes, read they pafs. 
Page 148, line 9, for precedes it, read follows it. 
Page 185, line 1, for f/e/2 read fat. 
line 3, for differ read differs. 
Page 189, line 4, for i) read a atlagays- 
Page 2 216, line 10, for and added read adding 
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